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Sacrorum Evangeliorum Verfio Syriaca Philoxeniana ex Codicibus 


manuferiptis Ridleianis in Bib/. Coll. Nov. Oxon. repofitis nunc 
primum edita: cum Interpretatione et Annotationibus Jofepht 
White, 4. M. Coll. Wadh. Socii, et Ling. Arab. Profeforis Lau- 
diani. Tom. ZI, Oxonii. E Typographeo Clarendoniano, 1778. 
The Syriac Philoxenian Verfion of the Gofpels, &c. By the Rev. 
Jofeph White, Sc. 2 vols. gto. Oxford. 1/4. 185. boards. 


At the Commencement of the fixth century, one Syriac 

tranflation only of the New Teftament exifted ; which had 
been compofed in a free and paraphraftical manner, for the 
ufe of the common people, and thence probably received the 
appellation, which it has ever fince retained, of the Simple Verfion. 
It had fuffered, before that period, a confiderable degree of 
change, and had then bécome fo extremely incorrea&t, as to de- 
mand the interpofition of authority. It was judged a more 
eafy and eligible tafk to execute a new verfion, than to ex- 
punge the errors of the old. A literal tranflation appeared ne- 
ceffary in order to obviate the inconveniences which had arifen 
from the diffufe and explanatory turn of the former. In the 
year 506, therefore, a literal tranflation was begun, under the 
direGion of Xenaias, more commonly called Philoxenus, bifhop 
of Mabug or Hierapolis in Syria, by Polycarp his vice-bifhop 
or fubftitute. We muft of courfe conclude that Polycarp made 
ufe of the beft and moft ancient original Greek text that 
could be procured, which we may reafonably afcribe to the 
third or ‘fourth century, and which is confequently of higher 
antiquity than any copies now extant*. This Verfion is 





* Si vis igitur Syrorum do¢torum fententias, evangeliftarum et 
apoftolorum fenfum explicantium intelligere, adi fimplicem: fin quis 
fuerit GERMANUS TEXTUS CODICUM GRA&CORUM IN QUINTO ET 
SUFERIORIBUS SECULIS inquiras, Heracleenfem Philoxeniane Vers 
fonts Recenfioncm pervolve atque fcrutare. Rid. Differt, p. 72. 
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written, not, as the Simple, in the Antiochene, but in the 
Babylonic or Aramzan diale& of the Syriac language ; and is 
moft religioufly faithful to its Greek text, which it follows, 
not only in every * minute diftin@ion of the fenfe, but even 
in the peculiar turn and mode of expreffion. Polycarp finifhed 
his work in the year 508, and infcribed it to its patron Phi- 
loxenus. In the year 616, Thomas of Charkel or Heraclea 
(who had alfo been bifhop of Mabug, but was then an exile 
in Egypt) refiding at Alexandria, a place highly eminent for 
learning, and having fearched the libraries of that city for the 
very valuable MSS. with which Origen and Pierius had far- 
nifhed them, twice collated the Philoxenian Verfion with two 
(fome mention three) Greek copies of the moft approved au- 
thority, in the library of the Antonian monaftery. Thefe 
collations he judicioufly inferted in the text and margin. ‘The 
Greek copies which he collated, were foon after deftroyed, 
when the Saracens burnt the Alexandrian libraries, The 
learned Dionyfius Barfalibzus, towards the clofe of the twelfth 
century, reftored the Heraclean (i.e. Thomas’s) Revifal, or 
improved Edition, of Polycarp’s Tranflation. Mr. Samuel 
Palmer, travelling by land to the Eaft Indies, fent a prefent of 
two MSS, from Amida or Diarbec, the chief city of Mefopo- 
tamia, a province of Syria, to the celebrated Ridley, as we 
learn from Mr. Palmet’s Letter, dated at Baflora, June 4, 
1730. Thefe MSS. are diftinguifhed in the work before us 
by the names of Codex Heracleenfis and Codex Barfalibai. 

When it fhall be confidered, that the very ancient text from 
which Polycarp compofed his Verfion, is no where extant, that 
the copies which Thomas collated are irrecoverably loft, that 
his collation was evidently made with a view to preferve the 
genuine readings, the learned world will not only look upon 
this work as a curious and critical performance, but will regard 
it as fomething more, and conceive a high opinion of its va- 
lue and its ufe. Such were the arguments and confiderations 
that induced the archbifhops + Potter and Secker, and other 
great and learned men, to recommend the ftudy, revifal, and 
finally the publication of the Codex Heracleenfis, with a col- 
lation of the Codex Barfalibei, to Dr, Ridley, whofe property 
they were. The Bodleian library contains another copy, the 
collation of which has produced nothing more than a few va~ 
rious readings. That learned and eminent critic was, at that 





® Let the following example fuffice. The Greek compound ev- 
Soma is rendered by two Syriac words correfponding to bonitas vo- 
luntatis, and wegednxe by two words which anfwer to cimxit pofuit. 

+ This circumftance is not mentioned by the editor, 
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time, far advanced in years: he applied himfelf, however, with 
incredible pains to learn the Syriac language; and though he 
wanted both an inftru€tor and proper books, furmounted every 
obftacle. A Latin tranflation was not included in his plan. 
He was-employed for feveral years in the laborious tafk of 
tranfcribing the four gofpels in Syriac from the Codex Hera- 
cleenfis, adding at the bottom of the page the various readings 
from the Codex Barfalibei and Codex Bodleianus. He had gone 
thus far in his undertaking, when the infirmities of old age 
rendered him unable to proceed, and impofed on him the me- 
lancholy neceflity of difcontinuing his defign. His tranfcript 
he gave to the univerfity of Oxford ; and his MSS. were left 
at his death to the library of New College. We cannot con- 
tinue our account of the work before us better, than by the 
fubfequent quotation from the editor’s preface. 


* Mihi tandem hoc munus attribatum eft ob humanifimam 
cOmmendationem Roberti Lowth nuper Oxonienfis epifcopi, nunc 
Londinenfis, Erat itaque apud eruditos fumma expectatio Ver- 
fionem Philoxenianam brevi in lucem emiffam fore. Hoc qui- 
dem fi ita eveniffet, non minus mihi commodi, quam omnibus 
voluptatis attuliffet: fed prorfus aliter contigit. Si caufas igi- 
tur ob quas tamdiu opus productum fuit, obiter attingam, non 
abs re facere videbor. Vifum eft itaque rei typographice cu- 
ratoribus textui Syriaco interpretationem Latinam fubjiciendam 
effe. Quod arduum fuiffe et difficile experiundo didici: mualto 
fane operofius quam textus Syriaci exfcriptionem, in quatamen 
una celeberrimus Ridleius plures annos confumpferat. Przterea 
textum ipfum Syriacum, quia exfcriptum Ridleianum, ob lite- 
rarum nexus fere femper omiffos, typographi ufui non fatis com- 
modum erat, multo cum labore totum ipfe iterum ex{cripfi. 
Neque hoc de viro qui mihi amiciffimus fuit, inique intelligi ve- 
lim: quod ideo tantum a me di€tum eft, ut ignaviz crimen a me 
ipfo amoveam. 

¢ Sed et illud difficillimum erat, quod tamen apprime necef- 
farium arbitratus fum, de le&tionibus aftericis et obelis notatis re- 

ulam quandam, et veluti canonem criticum ftatuere, unde de 
leCtionum iftarum auctoritate accuratius decerneretur. Ne- 
minem in hac re adjutorem habui, ne anteceflorem quidem, fi 
Wetftenium excipiam, cujus tamen fententiaa noftra longe di- 
verfa eft. De ea infra agetur. 

‘ Quod ad notulas attinet, quas ad calcem evangelioram ad- 
jeci, quamvis pauce fint, et\precipue ad grammaticam {pectent, 


multo omnino in iis temporis confumpfi, quod aqui rerum afti- - 


matores, fpero, facile agnofcent. Accedit, quod pofterioribus 


duobus annis adeo infirma ufus fuerim valetudine, ut fepe ty-. 


pographicis erroribus corrigendis morofam operam impendere vix 


potucrim,’ ‘ 
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The Syriac text of the Heraclean edition is marked with 
afterifks and obeli; a method which Origen firft adopted in 
his Hexaplar and Tetraplar editions of the Septuagint. The 
learned editor concludes that thefe marks have no reference to 
the Simple Verfion,: that the words marked with afterifks were 
fupplied by Thomas from the Greek copies which he col- 
lated, and were by him inferted in Polycarp’s text ; and that 
the obeli are ufed'to denote thofe words which were found in 
Polycarp’s text, but did not exift in the Greek copies. He 
adds, that, this pofition being eftablifhed, the agreement and 
difagreement of the copies of ‘the fifth and the preceding cen- 
turies is immediately difcovered and afcertained. The follows 
ing paflage, extrafied from the gth chapter of St. John, wilt 
ferve as a fpecimen of the manner in which the afterifks, obeli, 
and final marks are ufed. 


‘ John IX, 


7. Etdixitei, Abi, lava-in baptifterio Siloam (quod exponitur, 
Miffus). Abiit igitur et lavit, et venitvidens. 8. Vicini ergo, 
et illi qui videbant cum prias, quod mendicus effet, dicebant, 
a hic eft qui fedebat et mendicabat ? 9. + Alii dicebant, Hic 
eft; { alii autem, Similis ei eft: ipfe ¢ autem y dicebat, Ego 
fam. 10. Dicebant ergo ei, Quomodo # igitur © aperti funt oculi 
tui? 11. Refpondit ipfe, et dixit, Homo + qui y dittus ef Jefus, 
Jutum fecit, et illevit fuper oculos meos, et dixit mihi, || Abi ad 
baptifterium Siloam, et lava. Quum abiiffem § autem et lavifs 
fem, vidi. 12. Dixerunt igitur ei, Ubi eft ille? Dixit, Nefcio. 
13. Adducunt eum ad Pharifeos qui quondam cxcus fuerat, &c. 


. The words thus referred to (+ {) in the margin being an ad- 
dition, and not being inferted in the text, are, according to 
Mr. White’s hypothefis, the collation of fome critic pofterior 
to Thomas, probably James of Edeffa. The other various 
readings diftinguifhed by thefe references (|| §) are attributed 
by the fame hypothefis to Thomas: that he could not have 
inferted them inthe text, is obvious. The number of va- 
rious readings inferted in the text by means of afterifks and 
obeli, and of the readings in the,margin, and the Syriac ex- 
plications of Greek words, amounts to 320. It would be a 
tafk of much labour and difficulty to make an eftimate of the 
number of various readings which will’ accrue to the Greek 
Teftament from the original tranflation by Polycarp. 





-t alii] Lacie Marg. (alii) Autem. 

t alii autem, Similis ei eft) Marg. (alii autem) Dicebant, Non ; 
fed fimilis (ci eft). 

] Abi ad baptifterium Siloam, et lava] Marg. (Abi, et) Lava ia 
baptifterio Siloam. 

“§ Autem] Marg. Igitur. 
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The prefent edition is not lefs remarkable for the fplendor 
and elegance which it has réceived from the Clarendon Prefs} 
than for the labour and learning which the profeflor invariably 
appears to have beftowed upon it. The work is introduced 
by an elegant dedication to the chancellor of the univerfity. 
‘The preface prefents to our view a hiftory of the Philoxenian 
Verfion, an Enquiry concerning the Antiquity and Utility of 
the Simple Verfion compiled from Dr. Ridley’s Differtation ; an 
Account of the MSS. which we have mentioned above; and a 
Sefton on the Afterifks, Obeli, and marginal Readings. We 
tranfcribe the following paflage from the concluding fection. 


¢ Prius quam finem fecero, liceat mihi grates dignas preli 
Clarendoniani delegatis perfolvere ; quod munus adeo honorificum 
mihi demandaverint. Simul reipublice literarie gratulor, quod 
hoc prelum hominum candore et doétrina primariorum duétu ho- 
die regatur: illorum, inquam, hominum qui operibus utiliflimis 
publicandis ftrenue patrocinantur, et quorum unicum votum effe 
videtur venerandum Oxonii nomen amplificare, et doétrinz ac 
religioni quam plurimym prodeffe, Item cuftodi et foctis Coll. 
Nov. gratias refero, quorum in manu funt Cl. Ridleii MSS. 
quod eofdem mihi privatim, magno meo commodo, benigniflime 
mutuo crediderint. Ex hac etiam occafione gratias omnibus 
reddo qui in me beneficia contulerunt, 11s prefertim viris dig- 
niffimis qui unanimi fuftragio i in cathedre Arabice Prefidem me — 
cO-optarunt,’ 


The editor has omitted, not injudicionfly, the genealogical 


‘tables, Eufebius’s Epiftle to Carpian, and the two tables of 


the Decalogue, which are prefixed, in the MSS. to St. Mat- 
thew’s Gofpel. The Syriac text is printed with the editor’s 
Latin tranfiation underneath, and the marginal readings at the 
bottom of the page. At the end of each of the evangelifts a 
Syriac note is added: the following are the notes at the end of 
Matthew and Mark: 
~-y. Here ends the holy Gofpel of Matthew the Evangelift, 
which he delivered in the Hebrew language in Paleftine. 

2. Here ends the holy Gofpel of Mark, which he delivered 

in Latin at Rome. 

‘The ftory of the woman taken in adultery, which the Co- 
dex Heracleenfis does not exhibit, is added feparately at the 
end of St. John, from the Codex Barfalibzi. Then follow 
three Syriac notes, accompanied with Latin tranflations, re- 
fpeting the feveral dates and the different editors of the Phi- 
loxenian Verfion. 

Ridley’ s Collation of MSS. is incorporated with the editor’s 
annotations: we copy what our author fays on this fubject.. 


73. Hic 
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‘ Hic loci neceflarium mihi videtur paucis excufare brevitatem 
annotationum, ad quas in ima pagina le¢€torem aliquoties re- 
mitto; quafque in modum longe ampliorem dilatare in animo 
fuit. Opus profeéto commentarium poliulat verfioni ipfi mag- 
nitudine fere parem. Et plurima quidem ame notata fcripto 
commifi, preter ea que typis imprimenda curavi. Verum cum 
neminem familiarem haberem hujus argumenti compotem, quo- 
cum de annotationibus meis confilia communicarem, potius ha- 
bui premere ea que mente conceperam, quam feverz reprehen- 
fionis fortunam experiri. Quod fi univertitati placuerit, ut * fe- 
cundum volumen conficiatur, atque illiys in publicum edendi 
mihi conceffa fuerit facultas, adhuc plura ad argumentum gene- 
ratim fpectantia annotabo, et loca quedam difficiliora illuitrare 
conabor,’ 

Mr, White has publifhed at the end of the fecond volume, 
a defeription of three ancient copies of the Philoxenian Verfion, 
communicated to him in a letter from Stephen Evodius Af- 
femanni, titular archbifhop of Apamea, fub-librarian of the 
Vatican at Rome, and nephew of the great Affemanni, to whofe 
Bibliotheca Orientalis our author frequently adverts,—a work 
that will ever be held in the higheft eftimation by the friends 
-and cultivators of eaftern literature. The copies here noticed 
are the private property of the learned archbifhop, whole de- 
{cription of them gives us a fhort fpecimen of that induiiry and 
erudition which he has difplayed in his publications, and 
which have gained him a reputation in Italy inferior only to 
that of his uncle. A collation of thefe MSS. would render a 
fecond edition more complete. 

The generality of our readers, we imagine, will not be dif- 
pleafed that we have not fent to the prefs any Syriac quotations 
from the text or notes. That part of the literary world, 
which is converfant with biblical criticifm and the oriental lan- 
guages, we refer to the work itfelf, where the teft and proof 
of its merit will be its fubfervience to the interefts of our re- 
ligion, We fhall defer taking into confideration this moft 
ufeful and interefting part of the publication till the remainder 
of the edition appears, when Mr, White propofes to lay be- 
fore the public, ina more ample manner, his critical difqui- 
fitions, The theological ftudent who is curious to have a ge- 
neral knowlege of the fubje&, will obtain the information he 
defires by confulting our author’s excellent preface, or the ela- 
borate Differtations of Ridley and Storr. 

The Philoxenian Verfion has exercifed in a remarkable man- 
ner the induftry and perfeverancé of the feveral critics through 
whofe hands it has pafied. ‘The undeviating rigour with which 
Polycarp adhered to. the letter of his Greek text, evinces no 





* This isa miftake s dhould have been * tertzum volumen, Ge.” 
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fmall degree of ftudy and attention. Thomas of Heraclea was 
the faithful, methodical, and indefatigable collator throughout. 
In Dionyfius Barfalibeus we fee the induftrious collef&or, the 
zealous reftorer and preferver of the few copies of this Verfion 
that remained, after it had lain in obfcurity for fome. centu- 
ries. Dr. Ridley fpent many years of the latter part of his 
life ia preparing it for the public eye; but found them too 
few, and himfelf too much oppreffed with the infirmities of 
old age, to go through with his undertaking. The prefent 
learned tranflator and editor does not appear to have been ex- 
empt from the difficulties which his predeceffors encountered ; 
and we are forry to find, from a paffage in his preface, that 
want of health was added to the number. Heracleenfis has 
fubjoined a Syriac. note at the end of his MS. which feems 
applicable, feverally, to the learned men we have enu- 
merated, and of which the following is the Latin tranflation : 
* Quanta autem opera et cura fuerit mihi in illo evangelifta- 
rum libro, et fociis ejus, actibus nimirum apoftolicis et epiftolis, 
Dominus folus novit, qui, &c.’ 

The hiftory and attendant circumftances of this Verfion are 
curious and uncommon : its merit and value appear to be very 
confiderable. The prefent edition refle&s no lefs credit on 
the univerfity under whofe aufpices it is publifhed, than on the — 
abilities of the profeflor by whom it is executed. 





4 Differtation on the Languages, Literature, and Manners of Eaftern 
Nations. Originally prefixed to a Di@ionary, Perfian, Arabic, and 
Englifth. The Second Edition. To which is added, Part Il, 
containing Additional Obfervations. Together with further Ree 
marks on A New dnalyfis of Ancient Mythology: in Anfwer to 
An Apology, addreffed to the Author, by Jacob Bryant, Ey. By 
John Richardfon, Ey. F. S.A. 8v0. 75, bound. Murray. 
E Continued from vol, xlvi. p, 438.] 


N a former occafion we took notice of fome of the princi- 

pal topics of debate between this ingenious author, and 

the learned Mr. Bryant. In fetting forth the advantages of 
the Perfian and Arabic languages, Mr. Richardfon obferves, that 
they may be highly ufeful in throwing light upon the obfcure 
refearches into remote antiquity. He obferves that even Mr. 
Bryant, who affe&ts to defpife the aid of thefe languages in 
his mythological inquiries, might have derived from them the 
moft powerful affiftance ; and that it is much to be regretted 
this able and refpeftable writer has employed fo much learned 
ingenuity in endeavouring to eftablith a fyftem, of which the 
G4 ground. 
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ground-work is deftroyed by the flighteft acquaintance with 
the genius of oriental tongues. It will appear, perhaps, to 
maby of our readers that the extraéts which we have already 
given from Mr. Richardfon’s work, fufficiently juftify this af- 
fertion. The extra&s, which it remains to give, will feem, 
perhaps, to confirm itr, At any rate an inquiry into the foun- 
dation of Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, feems by no means foreign to 
the defign of a differtation on the languages, literature, and 
mannets of the Eaft, It would feem, therefore, that this gen- 
tleman-fpéaks father in the perfon of one who defends a 
fyftem tliat has been attacked, than with the natural ‘candour 
of his own charaéter, in his Addrefs to Mr. Richardfon * 

* You have certainly gone out of your way, and ojade an un- 
neceflary attack ? in which your zeal has carried you much be- 
yond the mark. ‘The work, which I ventured to produce to 
the world, was the confequence of much ftudy and great la. 
bour. This you have tried to rnin. Yet I have reafon to 
think you never read it through: and thofe parts which have 
come under your cognizance have been but partially noticed, 
and little wuderftood.’ 

Mr. Bryant takes notice ¢ that in our progrefs to ‘obtain 
the knowlege of ancient mythology, we muft have recourfe to 
_ the writers of Greece, It is in vain to talk of the Perfian and 
Arabic literature of modern date.” At the fame time that he 
difputes the utility of this literature, he acknowleges himfelf 
totally ignorant of it, as well as of the languages in which it 
is contained. Upon which Mr. Richardfon makes what ap- 
pears to us a very pertinent obfervation, ‘ that there appears 
an impropriety in a perfon’s condemning what he does not un- 
derftand.? « This, Mr. Bryant obferves, addrefling his anta- 
gonift, leads me to a quere, which I forgot to make’ (he pro- 
bably means in the former part. of his Apology) ‘ and which 
with your permiffion I will mention now. You apply very 
familiarly to various Grecian authors; and give your opinion 
about them, as if they were your intimate acquaintance. But 


be pleafed, my good fir, to tell me ingenuoufly, did you ever — 


read five lines in any of them: or are you at all acquainted 
with the language in which they wrote. Iam fenfible that you 
{peak with great eafe of Strabo, Diodorus, and Piutarch; and 
you treat the more remote hiftorians, fuch as Berofus, Aby- 
denus, Sanchoniathon, as if you had perfonally known them, 
But familiarity does. not prove acquaintance. It is a common 
thing for people to pretend to a correfpondence with perfons 
of the firft rank, and to claim an intimacy, where they are 





* See Bryant's Apology, p. 81. 
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entire ftrangers.’ The learned author then illuftrates Mr. Ri- 
chardfon’s pretended acquaintance with Greek writers, by a 
ftory of a noted empiric, who bowed, kiffed his hand, pulled 
off his hat, nodded, and fmiled to every carriage with a co- 
ronet, that paffed his circle of ragged admirers *. The au- 
thor’s ftory, doubtlefs, is humourous ; but we are not fenfible 
how this humour can be converted into ridicule againft Mr. Ri- 
chardfon. It would be neceffary firft to prove the ignorance of 
that gentleman in Greek, which is taken for granted; although 
Mr, Bryant thanks him for defending his Analyfis againft the 
authors of the Bibliotheca Critica of Amfterdam, who had at- 
tacked that work upon philological principles; and although 
Mr. Richardfon could not have wrote that defence, mor even 
have underftood the argument of the Dutch critics, without a 
knowlege of Greek +. 

Mr. Bryant accufes his adverfary of equal ignorance of lan- 
guage and of logic. In proof of this he cites the following 
paflage from Mr. Richardfon’s Differtation: * As if truth want- 
ed the aid of fiction, innumerable have been the attempts of the 
learned to eftablifh by forced and unnatural conftru€tions a 
conformity between the early hiftory of the Hebrews, and the 
later fables of Greeze, Egypt, and other ancient nations. 
From the fragments of Berofus, Abydenus, Sanchoniathon, 
Manetho, and other remote fablers, any thing, and every 
thing, may be drawn, which a lively imagination can fuggeft. 
Bot the working up fuch ftrange materials into any circum- 
ftance defcriptive of Noah’s deluge, fhews a warmth of fancy 
highly prepared for the reception of every thing marvellous ; 
whilft giving them all their utmoft force, they prove at laft 
precifely nothing. Ingenious men, if refolved to apply 
to profane materials in fupport of fcripture, (the deluge is the 
point in queftion) ought to go to mountainous diftricts, and 
to countries far removed from the pofflibility of natural inun- 
dations. They ought to confider Hindoftan, and other quar- 
ters of the world, where they pofitively refufe to believe this 
important era. Teftimonies from fuch regions would be far 
more conclufive than hundreds of volumes from Egypt and 
Chaldea.’ Mr. Richardfon obferves in another paflage that 
bringing proofs of an univerfal deluge from places annually 
overflowed by water, is like bringin proof of a general de- 
firudion of the world by fire from the neighbourhood of Mount 
Etna or Mount Vefuvius. We fhail infert the learned Mr. Bry- 
ant’s remarks on-thefe paflages in his own words, 


— 
> 





* See the Apology, p. 93. 
tT See Apology, p. 88, and Richardfon’s Differtation, p. 287. 
‘ This 
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< This is decifive work ; and doing bufinefs to fome purpofe : 

yet I do not quite fee the force of ‘the_argument. As to going 
to Hindoftan, and to the other parts, which are mentioned ; [ 
cannot agree to it, and muft beg to be excufed : for it is a great 
deal too far.. Indeed why fhould I take fuch a journey ; when 
he confeffes, there is no intelligence to be had, when I get 
there. I am fent in queft of Pagan materials; and it does not 
appear, that there is a fhred or atom to be obtained. Ingenious 
men are particularly fpecified: but as to ingenuity I fhould 
think it quite fuperfluous. The dulleft emiffary, that ever was 
employed, would be too good upon fuch an expedition: for 
whatever pittance he carried out, he would bring juft fo much 
home, and no more. But, asI faid before, I do not perceive 
the force of this argument, which is founded upon the difbelief 
of the Afiatics. There is towards the moft fouthern point of 
Africa an high eminence, called the Table Mountain: and in 
Ceylon a high hill in the province of Conde Uda. If we were 
to afk a Caffre or a Cingalefe of thefe parts about an univerfal 
deluge, they would probably, as the author ingenioufly expreffes 
it, refufe to believe this important cra; that is, in other words, 
they would be found to know nothing of the matter. This 
would undoubtedly be the cafe: yet I do not know how to think, 
that fuch diffent is quite fufficient to fet afide any event, with 
which others may be better acquainted. We will grant, that the 
people in Hindoftan do not believe this event. The reafon is 
becaufe they have no precife and authentic traditions about it: 
and the author mentions other people in the fame fituation. And 
he thinks this cifbelief fo cogent and convincing, that he would 
have ingenious men go to thefe countries for information. He 
looks upon this difbelief, when repeated, as a pofitive proof: 
and ftiles it, in the plural, teftimonies. Such te/timonies, fays he, 
that is (what may at firft appear a little ftrange) teftimony with- 
out any evidence; or (if I might be allowed fo to explain the 
term) fuch ignorance, would be far more conclufive than hundreds 
of volumes from Egypt and Chaldea. Many will think, that this 
is rating difbelief too high. Indeed, the author feems to fhew 
the fame veneration for ignorance, as the Turks do for folly : 
who never fee an ideot, but they think him infpired. 


¢ The mode of reafoning above is curious, but not new. The 


celebrated Mr. Hume in his elaborate difcourfe againft miracles, 
follows it throughout : and his fyftem is built upon it. In re- 
fpect to paft faéts upon record, he makes our not experiencing 
any thing analogous, either one way or the other, the fame as 
our experiencing the direct contrary: and he enhances, what is 
a mere negative to pofitive knowledge. He affures us, that 
this argument will be of fervice as long as the world endures : 
and moreover that it is all his own, ‘The latter part of his af- 
fertion I will not pretend to difpute: nor do! know of any 
body that would rob him of the honour. As to any utility, [ 
confefs, that | cannot perceive it. And though I am fenfible, 
thar 
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that fome people have been alarmed: yet I think the argument 
quite innocent. It cannot poflibly do any good: and I traft it 
will as certainly do no harm. 

‘ Itis remarkable, that in the paffage above about the deluge 
the author {peaks of people’s not believing rhe important era. 
Now there are perfons in the world, who may think, that there 
is fomething artful in this manner of expreflion. They may ima- 
gine, that it is ufed by way of fubterfuge, that if he fhould be 
hard preffed about this hiftory, there might be fome room to 
efcape. For many people doubt about the time of an occur- 
rence; and yet believe thé event. But this is an idle furmife; 
and we may fairly acquit the author of any fuch mean purpofe. 
It is plain at firft fight, that he takes the faét, and the era of 
the faé&, for one and the fame thing: and time and circum- 
ftance are efteemed fynonymous. It is certain (I know not how 
truly) that we are apt in general to make a material diftin@ion 
between them. We are taught to think, that an event, and the 
date of the event, convey two diftin& ideas, Whichever fide 


‘may be in the right, the inquiry is certainly curious: and de- 


ferves to be profecuted. ‘To be therefore certain of the truth, I 
applied to an honeft countryman, one Sam Joel, in my neigh- 
bourhood, that I might have, not alearned, but a plain and ra- 
tional folution of the queftion. Pray, fays I, honeft Sam, ‘do 
not you believe, that there is fome difference between a man 
and a month: between fheepfhearing and the tenth of June? 
Why really, fir, fays he, 1 do not quite fee, what you drive at. 
Whi then, fays I, take it in another light. Do not you think 
my lord mayor is different from my lord mayor’s day? Ay ma- 
fter, fays he, to be fure ; as differentas a town-bull from a 
turnip. I mention this, becaufe I think arguments taken from 
unfophifticated reafon are far more forcible, than thofe which 
are framed by art and logic: and even than thofe, which are 
founded upon non-experience.’ 


Candour obliges us to obferve that Mr. Bryant has 
miftaken the meaning of the paflages which he criticifes. He 
even mifquotes Mr. Richardfon’s words. The latter very pro- 
perly, we think, obferves, that teftimonies in favour of the 
deluge from fuch regions as Hindoftan (if any fuch teftimonies 
could be obtained) would be far more conclufive than hundreds 
of volumes from Egypt and Chaldea. Inftead of this plain 
meaning of the paflage, which no man of ordinary under- 
ftanding, unbiafled by prejudice, can poffibly miftake, Mr. 
Bryant by fubftituting * fuch teftimonies,’ inftead of ¢ tefti- 
monies from fuch regions’, makes his opponent fpeak nonfenfe, 
The nonfenfe, however, is his own. We are far from fug- 
gefting that he has fallen into it through defign, Inftead of 
afcribing to fo learned a gentleman, motives which would 
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difgrace the méaneft of the human fpecies, we are per- 
fiiaded that an attachment to fyftem, and the heat of difpy- 
tation, rather than the defire of throwing unmerited difgrace 
on an adverfary, have obfcured his faculties. 

Nor do we imagine that his farcafm againft Mr. Hume is 
better founded than his firiftures on Mr. Richardfon, That 
ingenious and profound writer, whofe fcepticifm in religious 
matters difgraces the penetrating force of his otherwife clear, 
comprehenfive, and manly underftanding, no where afferts 
* That in refpec to paft fa&s upon record, our not experiencing 
any thing analogous, either one way or the other, is the fame 
4s our experiencing the diref&t contrary.’ His argument 
apainit miracles refis on a very different foundation, He de- 
fines the to be events coxtrery to the ordinary courfe of na- 


ture ; fo that every man who experiences the ordinary courfe 


of nature, muft daily experience what is coatrary to miracles, 
How far his argument is contlufive, it is not _ prefent bu- 
finefs to enquire; we believe that; like every other argument 
which in the leaft affe&s the authenticity of the Chriftian re- 
igion, it may be refuted; butin order to refute, it is neceflary 
to underftand it, 

Mr. Richardfon has employed the era a of the deluge to denote 
“ the event of the deluge ;? upon which his opponent obferves 
that ‘ It is plain at firft fight that he takes the fa&, and the 
time of the faé, for one and the fame thing; and time and 
circumftance are efteemed fynonymous.’ The witty ftory 
which follows this obfervation, we think, is exceedingly ill 
placed. Itis intended as a ridicule againft Mr. Richardfon for 
thinking that an event, and the date of an event are really 
the fame thing ; but it ought firft to be proved that he really 


thinks fo. He employs the era of the deluge to exprefs the de- 


luge itfelf; and in the fame manner altar is employed to de- 
note facrifice ; field, the battle fought upon it ; taeda, a marriage ; 
the £a/, a country fituated in that direction ; and innumerable 
other words by all writers in all languages.— This figurative 
ufe of words is founded on the affociation of ideas, by which 
thofe connected by time, place, refemblance, caufe or effect, 
naturally fuggeft each other. The figure, condemned by Mr. 
Bryant, is founded on the firft of thefe principles of affociation, 
and is juftified by the example of the beft writers, ancient and 
modern. 

We thought it neceffary to preface thefe obfervations, which 
fufficiently explain Mr. Richardfon’s motives for criticifing the 
Analyfis, before we proceed to mention fome of the principal 
of his remarks vpon this learned and ingenious performance. 
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He affirms that Mr. Bryant’s theory of the difperfion has no foun- 
dation in hiftory or reafon; that it isin oppofition to fcripture 5 
and deftru€tive even of the fyftem which he propofes to fupport. 
The Analyfis fets forth that the defcendants of Ham, the Cu- 
thites, were diffatisfied with the portion of the earth allotted to 
them; while the other branches of Noah’s family migrated peace- 
ably to the different parts of Europe and Afia that fell to their lots 
The Cuthites, therefore, wandered about, for fome time, not 


‘in the route to their appointed country ; and made at length 


a violent trefpafs Hpan the fons of Shem. But where is the 
{malleft evidence, facred or profane, of this difobedience, of 


- from what motive could it proceed ? It may be faid that Africa, 


the portion allotted to the fons of Ham, is inferior to Aha and 
to Europe. Not to mention that Egypt and the Mediterranean 
coafts of Africa are among the moft delightful regions of the 
univerfe, how could the fons of Ham become acquainted with 
the inferiority of Africa, before it had been vifited by any of 
the human fpecies? The paffes towards the fouth throngh the 
Gordyean mountains, fays Mr. Bryant, might poffibly have 
been more difficult than thofe to the eaft or to the weft. But 
allowing them to have been fo, how could the Cuthites have 


learned thofe difficulties ? How could they know whether there 


were mountains or plains, woods or deferts, rivers or feas, be- 
tween them and their deftined habitation, till they had at- 
tempted a paflage, or at leaft had fet out on their journey. 


*¢ In the times of which we are treating, Mr. Bryant obferves, 
thefe paffes muft have been ftill more difficult to be furmounred 3 
for, after the deluge, the hollows and vallies between thefe hills, 
and all other mountainous places, muft have been full of flime 
and mud; and, for a great while, have abounded with ftagnant 
waters *.” * But had this fingular furmife the leaf foundation, 
would it not have operated equally againi all the emigrants of 
the other branches ? For, to what quarter of the heavens, from 
Ararat, are there not lofty mountains, divided by lower grounds? 
But again ; how long was it after the Flood before the migra~ 
tion took place? for the learned gentleman’s chronology leaves 
us too much at large to form any precife ideas Was it 126¢ 
years, or 1016 (by the Hebrew) ; or 65g or 410 (by the Septaa- 
gint) ? for we are left to our conjefture for each of thefe num- 
bers, Let us take then the loweft. The waters of the Deluge, 
which rofe fifteen cubits above the higheft mountains, {ubfided, 
we are informed, in a few months. Could fo many years be ne- 
ceffary for confolidating the mud? es mud, and fuch waters, 


. @8 were not dried wp in much much lefs than 4co years, I am 
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much afraid, were never intended to be naturally dried up till 
the end of time.’ | : 


The author proceeds to fhow that the route through which 
Mr. Bryant conduéts his Cuthites is ftill more inacceffible than 
that which they were careful to avoid. For after crofling the 
pontem indignans Araxes, they muft have furmounted the almoft 
impaffible mountains which environ Ghilan, Mazonderan, or 
Tabriftan, and fo proceed through Perfian Irak, Kuhiftan, or 
Gebel; the very names of which are expreffive of mountainous 
regions: which, from the concurring teftimony of every hif-: 
torian, geographer, and traveller, are in many places rugged, 
horrible, and dangerous, even to a proverb, : 

The Cuthites after this laborious march (the reality of which 
Mr. Bryant fupports by a quotation of four words from Be- 
rofus ; who fays, that, after the deluge, his countrymen meee 
aocevOnvat ers BaCuawviav, took a circuit, and fo defcended to 
the plains of Babylon) arrived at Shinar, under the conduét of 
their leader Nimrod, ftyled inthe Analyfis the arch-rebel and 
apoftate, who expelled the fons of Shem, the original inha- 
bitants of Chaldca, built the tower of Babel, and was with his 
rebellious fubje&is the only obje& of the difperfion. It would 
be tranfcribing a whole feétion to give Mr. Richardfon’s nu- 
merous objections to every one of thefe fuppofitions. He con- 
cludes this part of the difcourfe by obferving, that Mr. Bryant’s 
reafoning, if well founded, would deftroy the arguments for 
the univerfality of the deluge, the confirming of which is held 
forth as the chief objet of the Analyfis. | 


¢ If the interpretation which (vol. iii. p. 27.) he has been 
pleafed to give us of the 11th chapter of Genefis, is admitted, 
it muft ruin his fyftem ; as it is precifely adopting the very line 
of evidence, which many learned men have urged, in fupport 
of the Jocality of the Flood. And if the expreffion the whole 
earth, which is fo often and fo emphatically repeated in this 
chapter, is to be confidered as a mere figurative mode of writ- 
ing, and to imply only a@ particular diftric? ; the learned author 
gives up, with one dafh of his pen, the moft important point in 
his whole book: and furnifhes his antagonifts with the very 
weapons they wifh. For, if he is permitted to make fuch ufe 
of one chapter, to adapt it to his purpofe; they will, and 
with juftice, claim from him an equal right to the fame freedom 
of tranflation, in the chapters which precede: and confider the 
words All fle/h, every living fubfiance; all the high bills, under 
the whole heaven : and fuch fimilar expreflions : as having merely 
a partial fenfe ; and to be fimply underftood as metaphorical fi- 
ures of fpeech. ‘This indeed is a line of argument, which was 


leaft of all to be expected from our learned author; but it fhows, 
that 
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that all things, however confequential, muft give way to his 
Cuthite fyflem: and that the univerfality of the delage, though 
profeffedly his chief objet of inveftigation, proves, in fact, a 
fecondary confideration to his favourite people. But one of 
thefe points he muft give up, or he betrays both. And here in- 
deed he has no choice. The Cuthites muft fall: for this part 
of his own evidence becomes decifive of their fate. It is a two- 
edged weapon unfkilfully handled ; for, if re whole earth, in 
one line, means only a particular province, it muft clearly have 
the fame limited fenfe in that which follows: ‘* Therefore is 
the name of it called Babel, becaufe the Lord did there con- 
found the language of ail the earth: and from thence did the 
Lord fcatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.”? Now, 
if the confufion of fpeech was confined to the Cuthites, and to 
the region about Babel; the difperfion muft have alfo been con- 
fined to the fame diftrit. This judgement, he muft allow, was 
either general or limited. If gencra/, all mankind muft have been 
interefted in the building of the tower: and all mankind muft, 
of confequence, have been difperfed. If limited, and the Cuth- 
ites were the only objects of divine vengeance, their flight muft 
have been limited alfo to the diftri&t of Chaldea: and their 
whole fanciful wanderings prove, of courfe, a bafelefs fabric : 


a mere caftle of cards, pompoufly reared upon a ftratum of 
chaff.’ 


In Seétion IV. Mr. Richardfon examines the hiftorical cha- 
raéter of Sanconiathon, Manetho, and Berofus. His obferv- 
ations on the two firft are but fhort, as Mr. Bryant has not 
buile much upon that authority ; but Berofus being a corner- 
ftone of the Analyfis, he confiders him at greater length. Bee 
rofus was a prieft of the Babylonifh deity Belus, and contem- 
porary with Alexander the Great; though his fuppofed Annals 
of Chaldea.were not publifhed till: fifty-five years after the 
death of that prince. His materials, we are told, were com- 
pofed partly from hieroglyphics, and’ partly from written re- 
cords, preferved in the temple of his god for a period of 150,000 
years. His Hiftory, like that of Sanconiathon and of Ma- 
netho, relates to antedeluvian times, and contains fables * fo 
wild, fo impoffible, and fo little refembling any circumftance 
of our world, that, like dreams, they may be interpreted even 
as we lift.” Among other prodigies he mentions a man-fith 
Oannes, and ten antediluvian kings, whofe reigns extended to 
432,000 years; Mr. Bryant difcovers that this man-fith was 
Noah. Alexander Polyhiftor, from Berofus, fixes the time of 
his appearance to a year which can be reconciled with no ter- 
reftrial chronology. Abydenus, from Berofus, places this im- 
portant perfonage 93,000, and Apollodcrus, alfo from Berofus, 


144,300 
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344,300 years after Polyhiftor’s era. * The two laft writers allo: 
make him pofterior to the ten antediluvian kings, But Mr. 
Bryant, following Polyhifior, afferts he was before them. 


¢ The Grecians, he obferves, not knowing, or not attend 
ing to the eaftern mode of writing, have introduced thefe ten 
kings in the firft book, which Berofus exprefsly refers to the 
fecond. They often inverted the names of perfons, as well as 
of places: and have ruined whole dynafties through ignorance 
of arrangement. What the Orientals wrote from right to left, 
they were apt to confound by a wrong difpofition, and to de- 
feribe in an inverted feries. Hence thefe fuppofed kings, who, 
according to Berofys, were fubfequent to the deluge, and to the 
patriarch, are made prior to both: and he, who ftood firtt, is 
made later by ten generations, through a reverfion of the true 
order.’ Anal. Vol. ili. p. 111. 7 P 


_ From this paffage Mr. Richardfon takes occafion to afk how 
the Greeks could tranflate the Babylonith writings without be- 
ing able to read them ? or how they could read them without 
knowing the beginning of the line from the end. 

- The laft fe&tion of this ingenious Differtation contains fur- 
ther obfervations on the Cuthite fyftem, efpecially on etymo- 
logical grounds. Mr. Bryant fuppofes,: in his Apology, that 
becaufe Mr. Richardfon has pointed to only one half of his ra- 
dicals as erroneous, the other half muft, of confequence, be 
right. But this is a conceflion which Mr. Richardfon fays it 
is impoffible for him to make confiftently with truth, Among 
the new examples which he has given in this feStion, is the word 
arca, the ark, from which Mr. Bryant has derived Argo, and 
the Argonauts, Arcas, Arcadia, Arecca, Erec, and Hercules, 
which laft fignified the great arkite, that is Noah. To fup- 
port fuch a variety of derivations, upon which fome of the moft 
valuable topics in the Analyfis entirely depend, we fhould na- 
turally have expected evidence that the ark had been pro- 
nounced, in. a manner fomewhat refembling thofe names, in 
fome one at leaft of the ancient Janguages. Yet this is not 
the cafe; and until the Latin, comparatively a moderntongne, 
was introduced, no fuch word appears to have been known. 
Jn the Hebrew, the word exprefiivg the ark of Noah is written 
tibeh; in the Chaldaic, sisata; in the Hebrew Samaritan, sibeh 5 
in the Chaldaic Samaritan, tdateh; in the Syriac, éeLouta 3 in 
the Arabic, sabout; in the Septuagint, &/dotos.—Had the an- 
cient names of perfons and places above mentioned been de- 
rived from the name of the ark, they muft, doubilefs, have 
had a refémblance to fome of the words in the ancient lan- 
gaages; they could never. be denominated from a language, 
which began to exift many ages after thefe names were in- 
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vented, and had become familiar, We might mention many 
other particular examples, which are equally convincing ; but 
fhall conclude this article with a general obfervation upon the 
whole fyftem, in the author’s own words : 


¢ Mr. Bryant will ftill perhaps talk of his Amonian, and 
call it the original language of man: and infift, that, in ir, 
thefe words might have had fuch and fuch meanings ; though 
they are now no where to be found in the exifting tongues. 
Yet this, it muft be allowed, would afford; at beft, but a fad 
foundation for a ftupendous fyftem: and the improbability of 
the whole might be very fafely refted upon it. But I fhall go 
further, and confider, how far there is even a poffibility, that 
the original language of man, (were a miracle to reveal it to 
our knowledge) could be of the leaft ufe in fuch enquiries. It 
will not, I hope, be difputed, that the confufion of tongues was 
the immediate fore-ruaner of the Babel difperfion: after.which 
the language of the world became diverfified into many dialeéts ; 
with what degree of difference or analogy to the original, we 
are left entirely to opinion. If the divifion of the earth did 
not take place till the difperfion, it is evident, there could not 
be one city or place, by land or by water, which had then re- 
ceived its name. For Babel itfelf was fo called, fubfequent to 
the confufion; as we learn from Gen. xi.g. But, fuppofing 
even, with the learned author, that the migration was previous 
to the difperfion, ftill the names of places muft have been few : 
they muft apparently lrave been involved in the general confafion ; 
and muft have been forgotten, as well as the other parts of the 
original tongue. Idolatry, we may alfo obferve, to the invefti- 
gation of which he chiefly withes to apply this original tongue, 
did not, even in hisown opinion, make its appearance in thé 
world, till the days of Serog; many ages after the confufion of 
tongues. Falfe gods, tempies, rites, and every circumftance of 
fuperftition, mult, of confequence, have been wholly unknown 
whilft the original language was in ufe. And when mankind 
became fcattered over the earth, every new objeét they faw: all 
the works of their hands © every invention in fciences and_arts : 
every inftitution of government or religion: muft have all re- 


‘ceived their names in the various dialeéts, which the different 


tribes carried with them at the difperfion; or afterwards im- 
proved. With what propriety then can he bewilder our fenfes, 
by pretending to refort to a language, which was. annihilated, 


dong, before the names, which are attempted to be traced to it, 


had a being ? When we call in the aid of language in our en- 
quiries into primitive times, (which, judicioufly done, may un- 
doubtedly aflift difcovery) we fhould naturally have recourfe 
chiefly to fuch dialeéts, as, before the exiftence of record, were 
fpoken in the countries where the fcene of our inveftigation lies. 


‘And ‘here inconteftibly, in refpect to the principal fubjeéts of the 


Analyfis, inftead of applying to an ignis fatuus, as owr learned 
Vou. XLVI. Feb. 1779, H au- 
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author has done; the preference fhould have been given to thé 
Hebrew, the Arabic, the Chaldaic, the Syriac, the oldeft known 
languages in the world: if indeed, from the fame peculiar ra- 
dical formation, and the infinite number of words which are 
common to all, they may not, with more propriety, be called 
dialeéts.of the fame tongue, than different languages.’ 


The ingenuity, the curious learning, and the many new but 
not groundlefs opinions, contained in Mr. Richardfon’s Differ- 
tation, and which he has fapported by authorities little known 
even to the learned of Eurepe, have rendered it neceffary to lay 
before our readers ‘not only the general plan of his work, but 
a particular detail of the principal topics which it illuftrates. By 
examining a variety of curious and important fubjeéts, na- 
turally arifing out of his inquiries into oriental literature, Mr. 
Richardfon relieved the tedious uniformity of inceffant applica- 
tion, to a difficult and ufeful tafk ; and this he has performed 
in fuch a manner as gives the higheft fatisfaction to the gen- 
tlemen employed in India affairs, who were particularly in- 
terefted in the refult of his labours.—Engaged in a literary 
purfuit, which, from the importance of its object, entitled him 
to the refpe& and the gratitude both of the bufy and the 
Jearned, he was led by his ftudies and his views to examine 
the Analyfis of ancient Mythology. He treated Mr, Bryant, 
however, with that refpeét his interitions deferved, in attempt- 
ing to difcover arguments in favour of the Chriftian religion, 
from the licentious mythology of the Greeks and other pagan 
nations. Even where he differs from that gentleman in opi- 
nion, he pays a due attention to his learned and well in- 


tended labours. From this condué Mr. Richatdfon had reafon 


to expect fome degree of regard. But in reply to arguments 
drawn from the Perfian and Arabic, Mr. Bryant defires him to 
‘anfwer ingenuoufly whether he ever read five lines of Greek ; 
compares his extraéts from Perfian writers to Mother Goofe’s 
Tales; accufes him of ignorance of the firft principles of 
reafoning ;. and, except where he is betrayed into a com- 
pliment, treats him, in his Apology throughout, with a 
-fupercilious, and feemingly’a ftudied, contempt.—This may, 
perhaps, in fome meafure excufe, though it cannot entirely 
juftify Mr. Richardfon for afluming a new tone, which too 
nearly refembles that of his opponent. We think that, not- 
withftanding the provocation he has met with, it would have 
been better to maintain that decent guarded language with 
which he began ; and to contraft the petulant farcafms of the 
_mere fcholar, with the modeft, manly behaviour of a liberal 
enquirer. 
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Mufic made Eafy to every Capacity, in a. Series of Dialogues ; being 
Pra&ical Leffons for the Harpfithord, laid down in a new Me- 
thed, fo as to render that Infirument fo little difficult, that any 
Perfon, with common Application, may play well; become a 
thorough Proficient in the Principles of Harmony; and will com- 

. pofe Mufic, if they have a Genius for it, in tefs than a Twelve- 

_ month, Written in French by Monfeur Bemetzrieder, Muj/ic 
Mafter to the Queen of France. And publifoed at Paris, (with 
a Preface) by the celebrated Monfiedr Diderot, the whole Tran/- 
lated, and adapted to the Use of the Englith Student, by Giffard 
Bernard, M. 4. Perufed. and approved of by Dr. Boyce and 
Dr. Howard. 4to, 35. 5d. Randall. 


Pesos work was offered fome years fince to the public, un- 

der the title of Lecons de Clavegin, et Principes d’ Harmonie, 
and was extremely well received, as indeed it juftly merited; it 
cannot therefore fail to offend thofe who have been enlightened 
or entertained by its perufal, to obferve the imperfections of 
the Englifh copy which now lies before us,. It is indeed true, 
that tranflations are not intended for the ufe of thofe who are» 
able to judge of the originals ; but, unfortunately, the work 
how under confideration is not only devoid of the fpirit and 


\ elegance of an original, but of almoft every thing that can rene 


der a copy either ufeful or entertaining: and it excites not 
only our forrow but indignation to refle& how much the au- 
thor of this ingenious and agreeable work mutt inevitably fuf- 
fer in the opinions of thofe who judge of its merit, without 
being able to examine it in its primitive drefs; nor can we 
avoid accufing the tranflator of an unpardonable degree of ar- 
rogance jn thus publifhing a caricatura rather than a genuine 
copy of this elegant work, without a word of apology, or tef- 
tifying the flighteft degree of confcioufnefs of its defects, 

{t is hardly poffible to read the title-page without being 
difgufted at promifes of which it is repugnant to common fenfe ~ 
to expect the performance. M. Bemetzrieder has himfelf, in 
feveral paffages of his book, exprefled, perhaps, too lively ex- 
pectations of the fuccefs of his leflons; yet he does not in the 
title-page of his work inform his readers, that he has difco- 
wered a fecret to render mufic eafy to every capacity, nor that 
His new method renders the harpfichord jo little difficult that 
any perfon, with common application, may play well; Jde- 
come a‘ thorough proficient in the principles of barmony; and will 
compofe mufic, if they have a genius for it, in le/s than a twelve- 
month, Mr. Bernard, indeed, tells us that he does not /er up so 
make every man, woman, and child their own mufe mafter, but 


tbat he formally difavows any fuch vain and quack-like pretenfion ; 
HN 2 and 








100 Mufie made Eafy to every Capacity. 


and yet not only his amplification of the title-page, but his 
language throughout every dialogue, raife violent fufpicions of 
chariatanerie on his part. 

The ftyle of thefe Dialogues, as written by M. Bemetzrieder,, 
and revifed by M. Diderot, is at once elegant, animated, and 
dramatic ; calculated to fafcinate and charm readers the moft 
ignorant of mufic, and even the moft indifferent to its effeéts. 
But that which is clear in the original, becomes confufed in 
the tranflation ; vulgarity is the fubflitute of pleafantry ; and. 
the few paffages which to fome may feem obfcure, are here 
rendered abfolutely unintelligible.. 

It has been as often as juftly remarked, that a tranflator 
fhould be equally well acquainted with his own language, and 
that from which he tranflates ; which may, indeed, with great 
truth be faid of this gentleman, as he feems egually ignorant of 
both. Inftances to fupport this affertion occur in almoft every 
page of his book; the expreffions,. which he fo familiarly ufes 
of by confequence, in effec?, now f go to tell you, going in advance 
upon what is to come, and many more are obvioufly gallicifms, 
and never ufed in Englifh: nor do we fpeak of a modulation. 
being commode, or a cord grofs. Tonigque, or key-note, he tranf- 
lates tonick; la note fenfible, by which the French mean the 
fharp 7th of a key, he calls /enféle, which, to an Englifh reader, 
expreffes nothing mafical: a heptachord he writes epticord; a 
tritonus, ériton; the harmonics he calls harmonies, &c. Nothing. 
but the groffeft ignorance can account for fuch miftakes as. 
thefe ; and the vulgarifms with which the dialogue is crowded, 
and all its beauties mangled and defaced, it would be an end- 
lefs tafk to enumerate: in one place the fcholar defires leave to: 
tickle an air; and in another, terrified at the difficulties he 
meets with in the itudy of mufic, fays that he has not 2 ait 
to come up to it; whillt the mafter reproves him for being prompr — 
In bis likes and diflikes, and exclaims, a fiddle of airs! Such are 
the expreffions, fuch is the language which Mr. Bernard pre- 
fents to the Englifh reader, with.the modeft. expeGtation of 
giving him an adequate idea of a work he has fo cruelly in» 
jured; for, indeed, he has contrived to annihilate all the ufe- 
ful as well as ornamental parts of the text, and has left intel- 
ligible to the mufical ftudent, little more than a few gammuts, 
and fcales in different keys, which, in juftice to Mr. Bemetz- 
rieder, muft be allowed to be of ufe to beginners *, 

With refpe& to the eminent mafters whofe names Mr. Ber- 
nard has ufed in his title-page, we can imagine only one of 
two things; either that they have not read the work, or that 





As yet only 4 of s2 Dialogues are publifhed by.the tranflator.. 
they. 
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they poffefs a faperfluity of good-nature. It would have done 
them honour to give their fan@tion to the original: but to un- 
derwrite fuch a tranflation as this, expofes them to the cenfure 
of inexcufable indolence ; or, at beft, of unjuftifiable lenity. 
From whichever caufe Mr. Bernard has obtained this mark of 
their favour, it cannot fail to excite the furprize of all who 
read the book, as it has ever been obferved that regular phy- 
ficians are the firf to cry out * beware of quacks!’ 


™ 





Sketches of the natural, civil, and political State of Swiflerland ; 
in a Series of Letters to William Melmoth, Eg. from William 
Coxe, M. 4. 800. 6s. beards. Dodfley. 


‘THE fequeftered fituation of Swifferland, the romantic 

fcenes with which it abounds, and the general fimplicity 
of the inhabitants, render it particularly worthy the attention 
of every curious traveller; affording a large fubje& for political 
remarks, as well as topographical defcription. By confidering 
the country in both thefe views, the author of the Letters 
now before us has furnifhed his readers with variety of in- 
formation and entertainment. The firft Letter is dated from 
Donefchingen, July 21, 1776, when Mr. Coxe wason his way 
to Swifferland. This place is the principal refidence of the 
ptince of Furftenberg ; and in the court-yard of his palace the 
Danube takes its rife. Some fmall fprings rifling from the 
ground, fays the traveller, form a bafon of clear water, of 
about thirty foot fquare: from this pool iffyes the Danube, 
being at firft nothing more than a little brook. And though 
the two fmall rivers of Bribach and Brege, uniting below. the 
town, are far more confiderable than this ftream, which flows 
into them foon after their jundtion, yet it is the latter that 
alone has the honour of being called the fource of the Danube, 
and gives name to the other two. 

The traveller's next ftage is at Schaffhaufen, a frontier 
town of Swifferland, where is a bridge over the Rhine, re- 
markable for the beauty and fingularity of its conftruction, Of 
this curions piece of archite€ture we meet with the following 
account, 


« The river is extremely rapid, and had already deftroyed fe. 
veral bridges of ftone, built upon arches of the ftrongeft con- 
ftruction ; when a carpenter of Appenzel undertook to throw a 
wooden one, of a fingle arch, acrofs the river, which is near 
three hundred feet wide. The magiftrates, however, infifted, 
that it fhould confit of two arches, and that he fhould make 
ufe for that purpofe of the 7 pier of the old bridge, which 

3 re- 

















——— = —- SSS. 
= 














162 Coxe’s Sketches of the State of Swifferland. 


remained entire. Accordingly, the archite& was obliged to 
obey ; ; but he has contrived it in fach a manner, that the bridge 
is not at all fupported by the. middle pier: and it would cer- 
tainly have been equally fafe, and confiderably more beautiful, 
had it confifted folely of one arch. But how hhall I attempt to 
give you an idea of it? J, who am totally unfkilled in archi- 
teture, and who have not the leaft knowledge of drawing. 
Take however the following defcription, and excufe its inac- 
curac 

” itis a wooden bridge, of which the fides and top are co- 
vered,. and the road over is almott perfectly level: it is what the 
Germans calla hengewerk, or hanging bridge; the road nos 
being carried, as ofual, over the top of the arch ; but, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, is let down into the middle of it, and there 
{uf{pended. The middle pier is not absolutely in a right line 
with the fide ones, that reft upon the fhore; as it forms with 
them a very obtufe angle pointing down the fiream, being eight 
foot out of the linear direction: the diftance of this middle pier 
from the fhore that lies towards the town, is one hundred and 
feventy-one feet, and from the other fide, one hundred and 
ninety-three ; in all, three hundred and fixty-four feet; making 
in appearance two arches of a furprifing width, and forming 
the moft beautiful perfpective imaginable when viewed at fome 
diflance. A man of the flighteft weight walking upon it, feels 
it tremble under him ; and yet waggons heavily laden pafs over 
jt without danger; and although in the latter inftance, the 
bridge feems almoft to crack with the preflure, it does not ap- 
pear to have ever fuffered the leaft damage. It has been com- 
pared, and very juftly, toa tight rope, which trembles when it 
is flruck, but ftill preferves its firm and equal tenfion, I went 
under this bridge, clofe to the middle pier, im order to examine 
its mechanifm ; and though not the leaft of a mechanic, I could 
not help being ftreck with the elegant fimplicity of the ar- 
chiteure; 1 was not capable of determining whether it 
yefts upon the middle pier, but moft judges agree that it does 
not. 

‘ When one obferves the greatnefs of the plan, and the bold- 
nefs of the confiruction, one is aftonifhed that the archite& was 
‘acommon carpenter, without the leaft proficiency in learning, 
totally ignorant of mathematics, and not at all verfed in the 
theory of mechanics. The name of this extraordinary man was 
Ulric Grubenman, an obfcure drunken fellow of Tuffen, a fmall . 
_willage in the canton of Appenzel. Poffeffed of uncommon na- 
tural abilities, ‘and a furprifimg turn for the practical part of 
mechanics, he raifed himfelf to great eminence in his profeffion ; 
and may jufily be confidered as one of the mofl ingenious archi- 
teéts of the prefent century. This bridge was finifhed in lefs 
phan three years, and coft ninety thoufand florins *.’? © 
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- “The author afterwards entertains us with a defcription of 
Conftance, which is pleafantly fituated upon the Rhine, be- 
tween two lakes, called the Zeller See and the Boden See, 
but affords at prefent a ftriking contraft to its former grandeur 
and profperity. Grafs now grows in the principal ftreets, and 
the whole town has the melancholy afpeét of being almoft to- 
tally deferted. 

Paffing by the way of Salets, Glaris, and Einfidlin, we are 
brought to Zuric, a town likewife delightfully fituated, and 
which affords more of the original Swifs fpirit of independ- 
ence, than any of the large towns of the country. Here the 
traveller waited on the celebrated Gefner, author of the Death 
of Abel, and of feveral Idyls; a man, we are told, plain in 
his manners ; open, affable, and obliging in his addrefs, and 
of fingular modefty. Mr. Coxe waited alfo on Mr. Lavater, 
a clergyman of Zuric, and famous for a Treatife on Phyfiog- 
nomy. Nor muft we omit to mention, among the ingenious 
men of this place, general Pfiffer, fo much noted for the 
topographical reprefentation which he has made of part of 
Swifferland. | 


‘ft is, fays Mr. Coxe, a model in relief; and what is at pre- 
fent finifhed contains about fixty fquare leagues of the moft 
mountainous part of Swifferland; namely, part of the cantons 
of Lucerne, Zug, and Berne, together with the whole of Uri, 
Schweitz, and Underwalden: and the general has taken eleva. 
tions and drawings for above as much more. The model of 
what is completed is twelve feet bong, and nine and a half 
broad. The principal part is contpofed of wax, the mountains 
of ftone, and the whole is coloured: but what deferves more 
particular obfervation is, that not only the woods of beech, of 

ine, &c. are differently marked; but alfo the outward ftrata 
of the feveral mountains, as well as their form, are diftinguifh- 
ed. General Pfiffer has already been employed in this work 
about ten years, with the utmoft patience and affiduity: he 
has himfelf raifed the plans upon the fpots, taken the elevations 
of the mountains, and laid them down in their feveral pro- 
portions. The plan is fo minutely exaét, that it takes in not 
only all the mountains, lakes, rivers, towns, villages, and fo- 
refts; but every cottage, every torrent, every bridge, and even 
every crofs is diftin&tly and accurately reprefented. In the 
profecution of this laboricus performance, he has been twice 
arrefted for a fpy; and in the popular cantons has frequently 
been forced to work by moon-light, in order to avoid the jeae 
loufy of the peafants, who think their liberty would be endan- 
gered, fhould fo exact a plan be taken of their country. As 
he is obliged to remain fome time upon the tops of the Alps, 
where no provifion can be procured, he generally carries with 
him a few the-goats, whofe milk fupplies him with nourifh- 
Saag + Ment. 
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ment. Indeed his perfeverance in furmounting ail the diffi- 
culties, that neceffarily have arifen in the courfe of this under- 
taking, is almoft inconceivable. When he has finifhed any 
particular part, he fends for the peafants who refide near the 
fpot, efpecially thofe who hunt the chamois, and bids them ex- 
amine accurately each particular mountain ; whether it corre- 
fponds, as far as the fmallnefs of the fcale will admit, with its 
matural appearance; and then, by frequently re-touching, he 
correéts the deficiencies, He takes all his elevations from the 
level of the lake of Lucerne; which, according to Mr. de Sauf- 
fure, is about fourteen hundred and eight feet above the Me- 
diterranean. 

¢ This model, exhibiting the moft mountainous parts of 
Swifferland, conveys a fublime pifture of an immenfe body of 
alps piled one upon another : as if the flory of the Titans were 
realized, and they had fucceeded (at leaft in one part of the 
globe) in heaping an Offa upon a Pelion, and an Olympus 
upon an Offa, The general informed me (and it is fomewhat 
remarkable) that the tops of the Alps which crofs Swifferland in 
the fame line, are nearly of the fame level; or in other words, 
there are continued chains of mountains of the fame ele- 
vation, rifing in progreflion to the higheft range; and from 
thence gradually defcending in the fame proportion towards 


Italy.’ 


While the author was in the Vallais, he endeavoured ag 
much as poffible to obtain fatisfa@ory information relative to. 
the caufes which operate towards rendering goitrous perfons 
and idiots fo common in many parts of the country, but his 
enquiries into this curious fubjeét fell fhort of the defired fuce 
cefs. The tumor called the goiters is generally afcribed to 
the drinking of fnow-water ; but Mr. Coxe is of opinion that it 
is erroneoufly imputed to this caufe. He informs us that he 
has been at feveral places where the inhabitants drink no 
other water than what they: procure from thofe rivers and 
torrents which defcend from the glaciers; notwithftanding 
which, they are entirely free from this complaint. He has 
even been affured, though he will not anfwer for the truth of 
the affertion, that fnow-water, fo far from being a caufe, is 
efteemed even a preventive. The air of the mountains is allo. 
reckoned a {trong preferyative againft the goiters. Some 
diftrifs in the vallies are more particularly remarkable for this 
‘diforder than others ; and in ‘a little village near Sion, almoft 
all the inhabitants are goitroas. From thefe fa&s Mr. Coxe 
‘thinks it reafonable to conclude, that goiters are derived from 
certain local circuasftances ; and that feveral caules, both phy- 
fical and moral, may jointly contribute to the difeafe. Among 
he py fical, he fuppoles that bad water, and bad air may be 
juitly 
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juftly affigned, but chiefly the former ; which, in the diftriés 
where the goiters are moft common, is ftagnant, and loaded 
with particles of tufo. It is obferved that the torrents, which | 
are formed by the melting of the fnows, diffolve in their paf- 
fage the tufo, or fubftances of a fimilar kind ;. to which im- 
pregnation, and not to the fnow-water alone, the difeafe may 
be owing. 


¢ The fame caufes, fays our author, which feem to produce 
the goiters, probably operate in the cafe of ideots : for, wherever 
in this country the former abound, the latter are alfo in great 
numbers. Such indeed is the nice and inexplicable connection 
between our bodies and our minds, that the one ever fympa- 
thifes with the other: we fee that the body fuffers, whenever 
the mind is deeply affeled by any ftrong impreflion of melan- 
choly and diftrefs; and, in return, that whenever the corporeal 
frame is impaired and fhattered by long pain and ficknefs, 
the underftanding alfo is equally out of order. Hence it is b 
no means an ill-grounded conjecture, that in the cafe before 
us, the fame caufes which affect the body fhould alfo affe& the 
mind; or, in other words, that the fame waters, &c. which 
create obftructions, and goiters, fhould alfo occafion mental im- 
becillity and difarrangement. But, in conjunction with caufes 
of a phyfical nature, there is a moral one likewife to be taken 
into the account: for the children of the common people are 
totally neglected by their parents ; and, with no more education 
than the meaneft brutes, are, like thofe, fuffered to wallow in 
the dirt, and to eat and drink whatever comes in their way. 

‘ | faw feveral idiots with goiters; but I do not mean to 
draw any. certain conclufion from that circumftance. For, 
though in general they are the children of goitrous parents, 
and have frequently thofe {fwellings themfelves ; yet the contrary 
often happens : and they are fometimes the offspring even of 
healthy parents, whofe other children are all properly organized. 
So that, it feems, the caufes above mentioned operate more or 
lefs upon fome conftitutions than upon others; as_ indeed is ob- 
fervable in all epidemical diforders whatfoever, 

¢« I was informed at Sion, that the number, both of goitrous 
perfons, and of idiots, have confiderably decreafed within thefe 
few years; and two reafons were afligned : one is, the laudable 
care which the magiftrates have taken to dry up the ftagnant 
waters in the neighbourhood ; and the other, the cuftom which 
now generally prevails of fending the children to the mountains ; 
by which means they.efcape the bad effects of the unwholefome 
air and water. 

‘ It is to be prefumed, that a people accuftomed to fee thefe 
~excrefcences daily, will not be at all fhocked at their deformity ; 
but Ido not find, as fome writers affert, that they confider them 
as beauties: I cannot believe that.a Vallaifan poet would ven- 


ture to addrefs a copy of verfes to his miftrefs in praife of her 


goiter. 
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goiter. To judge by the accounts of fome travellers, one might 
 fappofe, that ali thefe people, without exception, were gitted 
with the above appendage: whereas, in faét, as I have before 
remarked, the Vallaifans, in general, are a robuft hardy race of 
‘people; and all that with truth can be’ affirmed, is, that goitrous 
perfons, and idiots, are more abundant here than perhaps in any 
other part of the globe. 

‘ It has been afferted alfo by fome, that the people very much 
refpect thefe idiots, and even confider them as bleflings from 
heaven ; an affertion which is as ftrongly contradicted by others. 
I made many inquiries in order to pet at the truth of this mat- 
ter. Upon my queflioniog fome gentlemen of this country, 
whom I met at the baths of Leuk, they treated the notion as 
abfurd and falfe: but whether they {poke their real fentiments, 
or were unwilling to confirm what they thought might lower 
their countrymen in the opinion of a ftranger, will admit per- 
haps of fome doubt. For | have, fince that time, repeatedly 
enquired among the lower fort, and am convinced, that the com- 
mon people efteem them as bleflings. They call them ** Souls 
of God, without fin:” and there are many parents who prefer 
thefe idiot-children to thofe whofe underitandings are perfedt ; 
becaufe, as they are incapable of intentional criminality, they 
confider them as more certain than the others of happinefs in 
a future ftate. Nor is this opinion entirely without fome good 
effect ; as it difpofes the parents to pay the greater attention to 
thofe unhappy beings, who are incapable of taking care of 
themfelves. Thefe ideots are iuffered to marry, as well among 
themfelves as with others ; and thus the breed is, in fome mea- 
jure, prevented from becoming extin&.’ 


We afterwrds meet with an interefting recital of the author’s 
excurfion to the glaciers; on which fubje&, likewife, he dif- 
covers his tafte for enquiry. Some philofophers are of opinion 
that the glaciers remain always the fame; and others that 
they are continually encreafing ; but Mr. Coxe is convinced, 
from the following circumftances, that both thefe hypothefes 
are equally ill founded. : 


‘ The borders, fays he, of the valley of ice of the glacier of 
Montenvert, are moftly fkirted with trees: towards its foot a 
vat arch of ice rifes to near an hundred feet in height ; from 
under which, the continued droppings from the melting of 
the ice and faow are collected together, and form the Arveron ; 
which rufhes forth with confiderable force, and in a large 
body of water. As we approached the extremity of this arch, 
we paffed through a wood.of firs: thofe which ftand at a little 
diftance from the ice are about eighty feet high, and are un- 
doubtedly of avery great age. Between thefe and the glacier 
the trees are of a later growth ; as is evident as well from their 
inferior fize, as from their texture and fhape. Others, which 
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refemble the latter, have been overturned, and enveloped in the 
ice: in all thefe feveral trees, refpectively fituated in the fpots 
I have mentioned, there feems to be a kind of regular gra- 
dation in their ‘age, from the largeft fize to thofe that lie 
roftrate. 

¢ Thefe faéts fairly lead, it fhould feem, to the following 
conclufions :—that the glacier once extended as far as the row of 
tall firs; that, upon its retiring, a number of trees have fhot 
up inthe very fpots which it formerly occupied ; that, within 
fome years, the glacier has again begun to advance; and in 
its progrefs has overturned the trees of later date, before they 
have had time to grow up to any confiderable height. 

‘ To thefe circumftances, another fact may be added, which 
appears to me convincing. There are large ftones of granite, 
which are found only at a fmall diftance from the extremities 
of the glacier. Thefe are vaft fragments, which have certainly 
fallen down from the mountains upon the ice; have been car- 
yied on by the glacier in its encreafe; and have tumbled into 
the plain upon the melting or finking of the ice, which fup- 
ported them. ‘Thefe ftones, which the inhabitants call mareme, 
form a kind of border, towatds the foot of the valiey of 
ice, and have been pufhed forward by the glacier in its ad- 


vances ; they extend even to the place occupied by the larger 
pines.’ 


From the whole of this volume, confifting of forty-three 
Letters, it evidently appears that the author is a gentleman 
of obfervation. His defcripiions are every where juft and 
lively ; his reflexions judicious; and his account of each can- 
ton, and capital city, is accompanied with a concife de- 
tail of their refpeétive hiftory, and prefent political ftate, 
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Six Effays or Difcourfes on the following Subje@s: the Balance of 
Aftrea, or upright Adminiftration of Fuftice. Ambition in So. 
vereigns. The Love of our Country, and National Prejudice or 
Prepoffeffion, The Semblance of Virtue, or Virtue in Appearance. 
The Virtue of Superior Excellence of Nobility, with fome Remarks 
on the Power or Influence of High Blood. The Machiavelianifm 

- of the Antients, Tranflated from the Spanith of Feyjoo. 8wo, 
45. fewed. Becket. 


HE literary world is obliged to this writer for two former 
publications of the fame nature as the prefent; viz. Four 
Effays or Difcourfes on, The Voice of the People; Virtue 


and’ Vice; exalted and humble Fortune; and the moft re- 


‘fined Policy. And Three Effays, containing a Vindication of the 


Women ; Thoughts on Church Mufic; and a Comparifon be- 
tween ancient and modern mufic, 


The 
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The firft article in this publication is. a letter from an old 
judge to his fon, who was newly raifed to the bench. This 
piece contains many rational obfervations on the upright admi- 
niftration of juftice, the mifchiefs arifing from the receiving of 
bribes, from the influence of powerful interceffors, from pe- 
cuniary penalties, falfe witnefles, and the tedious procraftination 
of law-fuits, On the laft of thefe fubjeéts the author fpeaks 
with a proper fenfibility : | | 


‘ When there are not other reafons to forbid it, the poor 
fhould be difpatched in preference to the rich; and thofe who 
come from diftant provinces, before thofe who live in the neigh- 
bourhood, St. Geronimo, in his comment on a paflage of the 
Proverbs, fays, that formerly courts of juftice were placed at 
the gates of cities ; which the faint imagines to have been done, 
with a view of preventing the attention of rangers who come 
upon law bufinefs, and efpecially that of the ruftics, from be- 
ing taken up and confounded by the multitude of ftrange ob- 
jects which prefent themfelves to their fight, and by the buitle 
and hurry of the city: from hence it may be inferred, that the 
difpatch was very quick, and that it was not neceffary for them 
to take a lodging in town ; but things are greatly altered now- 
a-days, and itrangers who come from a great diftance to pro- 
fecute their caufes, are detained fo long, that they in a manner 
become neighbours and inhabitants of the city... I refle&t with 
horror on the mifchiefs which thefe delays occafion ; for in con- 
fequence of the expence they create, it frequently happens, that 
both the fuitors are ruined,’ 


In this paflage the tranflator very improperly calls St. Jerom, 
Geronimo. The author’s quotation from this father is not 
taken from his comment on the Proverbs, but from his 
comment onthe prophet Zechariah. The original is worth 
citing, as it illuftrates an ancient cuftom, alluded to by 
Homer, Odyff..iii. 406, and other writers. <“ Quaritur 
quare apud Judzos in portis locus fuerat judicandi. Ne co- 
gerentur agricole intrare urbes, & aliquod fubire difpendium, 
judices in portis refidebant: ut tam urbanos quam rufticos in 
exitu & introitu urbis audirent; &, finito.negotio, unufquifque 
confeftim ad fedes proprias reverteretur. Hieron. Com, in 
Zach. c. viii. i6. ! 

There is another flight miftake in this Effay, where the au- 
thor fays: ‘ Iremember that great lawyer Alexander of Alex- 
andria, in his treatife calléd Dias [Dies] Genales, fays of him- 
felf, * that he abandoned the profeffion of an advocate in 
difguft, for having obferved in his own prattice, that neither 
the wifdom or abilities of a counfellor, nor the goodnefs of a 
caufe, were of any avail in courts, when the oppofite parties 
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were efpoufed by people of power.’ The celebrated author of 
the Dies Geniales ftyles himfelf Alexander ab Alexandro; and 
it is a miftake to callhim Alexander of Alexandria. He was 
of a Neopolitan family of the name of Alexander, and was 
called in Italian Aleflandro de gli Aleflandri. We meet with 
many others whofe chriftian and family names are the fame, 
See Mollerus de Script. Homonymis. 

In the fecond effay the author treats of the ambition of fo~ 


vereigns and conquerors. 


* Let 2 Theodofius, a Charles the Great, a Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon, a George Caftriotus, becelebrated as heroes; and, in fine, 
all thofe,in whom fortune affifted valour, and valour juttice s 
thofe, who only drew their fwords in the caufe of heaven, or for 
the good of the public; thofe, who in wars take to themfelves 
the toil and the danger only, and leave untouched as the pro- © 
perty of others, the fruits and acquifitions ; thofe, who are pa- 
cific by inclination, and warriors through neceffity; finally, all 
thofe, who, as an example to pofterity, have by their actions, 
impreffed an idea on the minds of men, that they were juft, cle- 
ment, wife, and animated princes, in whofe fceptres juftice 
reigned, and whofe {words never wounded their own con- 
{ciences. 

* But difcard from the flock of heroes, thofe crowned tigers 
called conquering princes, and let them be numbered with the 
delinquents. Throw down their ftatues, and tranflate their 
images, from the palace to the dens of wild beafts, that the co- 
pies at leaft, may be placed among company, and in fucha fitu> 
ation, as faited the characters of the originals.’ 


In the third difcourfe, which treats of the amor patriz, the 
author fhews, that what is ufually diftinguifhed by that glo. 
rious appellation is nothing but the love of our own conve- 
nience, or eafe, or fome other fimilar principle; and is not 
that juft, noble, and virtuous love, fo much celebrated in 
books. 

¢ [do not deny, that by turning over hiftory, you will find 
thoufands of victims facrificed to this idol. What war is un- 


dertaken without this fpecious pretence ? What field do we fee 
drenched with human blood, that pofterity, over the carcafes 


from whence it flowed, has not fixed the honourable infcription, 
that thofe men loft their lives for the good of their country * 


But if we examine things critically, we fhall find the wortd is 
much miftaken, in thinking there have been fo many or fo re- 
fined facrifices made to this imaginary deity. Let us figure to 


ourfelves a republic, armed for a war, undertaken upon the 


principle of a juft defence ; and let us alfo proceed to examine 


by. the light of reafon, the impulfe which animates men’s hearts 


to expofe their lives in the quarrel. Among the private men, 
| fome 
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fome inlift for the pay and the plunder, others with the hopes 
of bettering their fortunes, and acquiring military honour and 
referment; but the greateft part, from motives of obedience, 
and fear of the printe or the general. He who commands the 
army, is inftigated by his intereft and his glory. The prince, 
or chief magiftrate, who is at a diftance from the danger, aéts 
more for the fake of maintaining his dominion, than for fupe 
porting the republic. Now admitting that all thefe people 
fhould find it more for their intereft to retire to their houfes, 
than to defend the walls, you would hardly fee ten men left on 
the ramparts. 
© Even thofe feats of prowefs of the antients, which are fo 
blazoned and immortalized by fame, as the ultimate exertions 
of zeal for the public good, were more probably generated by 
ambition, and the love of glory, than by the love of their coun 
try ; and I am inclined to think, that if there had not been wit- 
neffes prefent, to have handed down to pofterity an account of 
their exploits, that from a_ principle of love to his country, nei- 
ther Curtius would have precipitated himfelf into the pit, nor 
Marcus Attilius Regulus have fubmitted to die a lingering death 
in an iron cage; nor would the twin brothers, for the fake of 
extending the boundaries of Carthage, have confented to be bu- 
ried alive. The ‘incitement of pofthumous fame had great in- 
fluence among the Gentiles; and it might alfo happen, that 
fome rufhed ona violent death, not fo much with a view of 
acquiring pofthumous fame, as from the mad vanity of feeing 
shemfelves admired and applauded for a few inftants of their 
lives, of which Lucian gives us a ftriking example, in the 
death that was fubmitted to by the philofopher Peregrinus,’ 


In purfuance of this argument the author obferves, that the 
Scythian, the Laplander, the Canadian, live in their refpeétive 
countries with more convenience to thémfelves, than they would 
do at Vienna, Paris, or Rome. ? 


* Olavus [Olaus] Rudbec, a noble Swede, who had travelled 

a, great.deal through the northern regions, in a book that he 
‘wrote, intitled Lapland Illuftrated, fays, that the inhabitants 
of it, are fo convineed of the advantages of their fituation, that 
they, would not exchange their own, for all the countries in the 
‘world. In faét, they poffefs fome benefits or conveniencies in 
it, which are not imaginary, but real. ‘That country produces 
fome regaling fruits, although they are different from ours ; and 
the abundance of game. and fifh in it, all of them remarkably 
fine favoured, is immenfe. The winters, which with us are fo 
difagreeably damp and rainy, are there clear and ferene; from 
whence it follows, that the natives are active, healthy, and ro- 
buf. Thunder ftorms are fcarce ever known in that region, 
‘nor is there a venomous f{nake to be found in all the country. 
‘They live alfo exempt from thofe two great fcourges of heaven, 
War, 
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war, and peftilence, their climate defending them from both 
thefe vifitations, it being as obmoxicus to ftrangers and the 
plague, as itis healthy to the natives. The fnow does not in- 
commode them, for by their natural agility, added to art and 
contrivance, they fly over the tops of the fnowy heights like 
crows. The multitude of white bears with the country abounds, 
ferves them for amufement and diverfion ; for they are fo dex- 
trous in combating thefe fierce animals, that there is fcarce 2 
Laplander, who does not kill many of them in a year, al- 
though it is very rare, that a Laplander is ever killed by one of 
them. 

‘ We may add, that the long nights in thofe fubpolar regions, 
of which they give us fo horrible a reprefentation, are not fo 
difmal as they are imagined to be. ‘They hardly experience 
total darknefs there above one whole month: the reafon is, be- 
caufe the fun defcends below his horizon only twenty-three de- 
grees and a half; and according to the computation of afrologers 
{aftronomers], the twilight may be perceived at eighteen degrees 
of depreflion. Neither does the apparent abfence of the fun con- 
tinue for fix months, as it is commonly thought, but for five 
only, for on account of the great refraction of the rays in that 
atmofphere, you fee the fun, half a month before it mounts 
above the horizon, and for the fame {pace of time after it de- 
fcends below it. Some Dutchmen in a northern voyage they 
made in 1596, being in the latitude of 76, were vaftly aftonifhed 
at feeing the fun fifteen or fixteen days before they expected to 
fee it. In our difcourfe on mathematical paradoxes, we ex- 
plained this phenomenon, and fhewed, that by attending to, 
and computing all things, thofe who inhabit near the Poles, 
enjoy the light of the fun for a greater portion of the year, than 
thofe who live in the temperate and torrid zones; therefore what 
is faid of the equal repartition of light all over the world, al- 
though it is generally affented to, is not true. 

‘ We much admire, and live very happily on the aliments 
we commonly ufe; but there is no nation, to which the fame 
thing does not happen. The people of the northern regions, 
find the flefh of bears, wolves, and foxes, very favory and re- 
galing. The Tartars are fond of horfe-fleth ; the Arabs of the 
fleth of camels; and the Africans and Chinefe, of that of dogs ; 
for they both eat and fell them in the markets as we do pig 
pork, In fome regions of Africa, they eat monkies, croco- 
diles, and ferpents; and Scaliger fays, that in various parts of 
the eaft, bats are efleemed as regaling a difh, as chickens are 
with us. 

‘ The fame that happens in point of food, happens with re- 
{pe&t to every thing elfe; for whetherit proceeds from the force 
of habit, or the proportion of temperament or difpofition of 


each nation refpectively, or that things of the fame {pecies, 


have different qualities in different countries, which make them 


more or lefs Commodious or agreeable ; every one finds himfelf 


better 
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better fatisfied with the things of his own country, than witli 
thofe of .a foreign one, and he is therefore attached to it, be- 
caufe he feels his own convenience better gratified there, and 
wot by the fuppofed love of his country. 

‘ The inhabitants of the Marian iflands, which are fo called’ 
from Donna Mariana of Auftria, who fent miflionaries among 
them for their converfion, made no ufe of, nor had any know- 
ledge of fire. Who however would venture to affert, that this 
element was not indifpenfably neceffaryy to human life, or that 
there was any nation whatever, which could fubfiftt without it ? 
But notwithitanding this, thofe iflanders, without fire, lived 
contented and happy. They were not fenfible of the want of 
it, becaufe they did not knowit. Roots, fruit, and crude fith, 
were all their aliment ; and {till they were more healthy and ro- 
buft than we, for living toa hundred years of age, was very 
frequent and common among them.’ 


From a fpirit of national prejudice, which prevails in almoft 
all hiftories, it happens, that, with refpe& to an infinite 
number of faéts, the things, which are paft feem as uncer- 
tain to us, as thofe which are to come; almoft every circum- 
ftance being mifreprefented by partial hiftorians. 


* I acknowledge, fays this writer, that the hiftorical Pyrrhonifm 
of Campanella was extravagant, who carried his want of confi- 
dence in hiftory to fuch a point, as to fay he doubted whether 
there ever was an emperor in the world named Charles the 
Great. But with refpeé to thofe events, which the hiftorians 
of one nation affirm, and thofe of another deny; and as there 
are many fuch events, it will be prudent for us to fufpend our 
judgment, till fome well-informed third perfon fhall decide 
upon them ; for excited either by vanity or inclination, or led 
by condefeenfion, every one goes on to flatter his own nation 5 
the light of truth at the fame timé, being concealed from the 
eyes of the people, by the fmoke of the incenfe of flattery ; and 
‘the harmony of adulation, preventing their liftening to the voice 
of reafon. . 

‘ I fhall not dwell upon thofe authors, who carried the paffion 
for their country, to lengths of extravagance, fuch as Goropius 
Becanus, a native of Brabant, who very deliberately endea- 
‘voured to prove, that the Plemifh tongue was the ‘firft in the 
‘world > and Over Rudbec, 2 Swede, who in a book he wrote 
on purpofe, tried to evince, that all which [that] the ancients had 
faid of the fortunateiflands, the garden ot the Hefperides and 
Elyfian fields, alluded to Sweden, pronouncing at the fame time, 
his own coufitry to be the fource and perfeétion of Buropean 
‘learning, and afferting, that letters and the art of writing, dad 
not defcend’ from Phzenicia to Greece, but from Phenicia to 
Sweden, in the profecution of which undertaking, ‘he rammaged 
out, and expended in wafte, much hidden learning? tine 
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The three remaining effays are upon the following fubjects: | 
The Semblance of Virtue, or Virtue in Appearance; the Vir- 
tue or fuperior Excellence of Nobility, with fome remarks on 
the power or influence of high blood ; and the Machiavelianifm 
of the ancients. : 

' The laft difcourfe contaifis a very judicious analyfis of the 
politics of’ Machiavel’s book, intitled the Prince; and an en- 
quiry into, the depraved policy of the king of Egypt; when he 
not only refufed an afylum to Pompey, after the battle of Phar- 
falia, but ordered him to be put to death. 

This work is very indifferently tranflated, as the reader may — 
obferve in the foregoing extracts. 
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Aduice from a Lady of Quality to her Children, in the laft fiage of 
a lingering Illnefs, in a feries of Evening Conferences on the moft 
intersfting Subje@s. Tranflated fromthe French. 2 vols. fmall 
8vo. 55. fewed, Rivington. 


N the firft conference this lady has given us the hiftory of 
her own Jife. Her hufband, fhe tells us, was a field-mar-. 
fhal in the French army, and diftinguifhed by his bravery and 
accomplifhments. But not long after his promotion, about the 
age of fifty, he died, ‘ like a Chriftian philofopher, as fhe ex- 
preffes herfelf, full of loyalty to his king, full of tendernefs for 
his wife and children burning with a fervent defire to be ad- 
thitted into the prefence of God, and only concerned, that it 
was not his good fortune to fall.in the field of battle? The 
idea of fuch a hufband, as may naturally be fuppofed, could 
not be eafily effaced from the memory of an affectionate wife. 
She remained a widow; and, about the age of thirty-nine, 
fell into a lingering illnefs, which continued feveral months. 
The latter part of this interval fhe employed in occafional 
conferences with her children; reprefenting to them the va- 
nities of the world, and inftru€ting them in the duties they 
owed to their country, to fociety, and to God. 


‘ Her difcourfe, fays the French editor, is chiefly direfted 
to thofe of her two fons, who had engaged in a military life; 
But in‘one *of thefe conferences, fhe addrefles herfelf particu- 
larly to*her third, who had dedicated himfelf'to the church; an- 
6ther is confined'to the inftruétion of her daughter; in all of 
them, -her ‘admonitions are’iiiforced with tears, and interrupted 
by*fighs ; they are the natural dictates of the tendereft affection, 
which no bodily infirmities could prevail with-her to fupprefs. 
Mf. the: reader ‘finds not. in this work thofe epifodeés, or that va- 
riety which diftinguifhes a romance, it is only beeaufe truth 


“wants none of thefe embellifhments: fhe needs only*to be feen, 


to command our attention and our admiration: the voice of na- 
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ture is heard throughout the work, and the eloquence here dif- 
played is the forcible language of the heart. : 
*. The evening being made choice’of-‘as the propereft feafon 
for inftru€tion, we have divided the work into evening con- 
ferences: the whole was faithfully collected by the induftry of 
an amanuenfis, fo placed, as to be an ear-witnefs of all that 
pafled:, had not this care been taken, the world would have 
been deprived of. an invaluable fyftem of education, which no: 
one can read with inattention, and few without improvement.” 


The author’s name is concealed. But the editor thinks, that 
this concealment will not in the leaft’: impeach the authenticity 
of ‘the work. ‘ It is, he fays, conceived in fuch terms, as to 
convince any judicious. reader, that fuch fentiments could only 
be founded in nature. Here are no brilliant conceits, no af- 
feted phrafes, but the artlefs expreflions of maternal affection : 
and he who does not yield to the farce of fuch evidence as 
this, muft be confidered as one, who cannot diftinguifh what 
is really the language of nature; or as one, who never yet 
experienced the power of fentimental affection.’ 

Thefe arguments in favour of the authenticity of this work, 
enforced by a confident appeal to the reader’s taite, are by no 
means conclufive. Admitting, thefe difcourfes bear the marks of 
maternal affeftion, we cannot from thence infer, that they are 
the real inftruGtions of a dying mother. Nothing is more eafy, 
to a writer of any abilities, than to fupport fuch a charaéter. 
And he muft be a wretched author, who puts ‘ brilliant con- 
ceits and affeéted phrafes’ into the mouth of a lady on her 
death-bed. The f{cheme itfelf is extremely obvious. The fup- 
pofed fituation of the mother is calculated to give her advice 
the higheft degree of energy and pathos. A reader, who takes 
up the book, prepoffefied by this idea, will probably be af- 
feed. The tranflator * thus pathetically exprefies his great 
fenfibility on this occafion: * The involuntary sear hath more. 
than once been witnefs to my approbation of that-tendernefs 
of affeftion, with which it abounds,’—In our opinion the au- 
thor has carried the tragic part to an excefs. The good lady 
is inceflantly talking of her extreme weaknefs, her emaciated 
frame, her approaching death, ‘ the terrors of the grave, and 
the horrible corruption, which her body is about to expe- 
rience,’ The phyfician attends; the children withdraw ; fhe 
recovers; fhe vifits her hufband’s tomb; fhe has a fucceffion 
of fainting fits; and, a few. days after. fhe had finifhed her 
plan of infiru€tion, fhe expires. Thefe melancholy topics are 
fo-often repeated, that they lofe a great part of their intended 
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effet. Befides, it is improbable, that the advice of a fick pa- 
rent, delivered to her children extempore, fhould compofe, 
when thrown upon paper, a connected and methodical fyftem 
of education ; or that an amanuenfis, fhould be employed on 
fuch an occafion. We therefore can by no means agree with 
the editor, when he fays, ‘ the noble fentiments, which occur 
in thefe pages could never have been the offspring of ima- 
gination.’ : 

The fubjeéts, on which this lady difcourfes, are, order and 
regularity, focial duties, virtue, pleafure, ambition, generofity, 
female condu&, ftudy, the clerical charaé&er, pride, friend- 
fhip, the court, the love of truth, brotherly love, religion, the 
vanity of the world, relative duties, kindnefs to domeftics. 
And, befides thefe difcourfes, the eldeft fon reads a manufcript 
’ on patriotifm, written by his father. 

It is not eafy to extract any paflage from this work, which 
is more particularly interefting than the ref; and therefore we 
fhall give our readers the fentiments of this accomplifhed lady 
on ftudy ; merely becaufe what fhe fays upon that fubject is 
confined withia a {mall compafs. — 


¢ I thould imagine that you can never do better, than devote 
to literary purfuits the moments which are at your own difpofal : 
a mind which we negleé to cultivate is like a body which we 
do not feed; by reading, the faculties are enlarged, the me- 
mory is ftrengthened, and the imagination is enriched : but the 
principal point is, to diftinguifh what is worth reading, in the 
midit of fo many works, as are continually making their ap- 
pearance in the world ; this choice is a matter of real dif 
ficulty. 

“ Mr. to whofe merit you are no ftrangers, and whom 
I have confulted upon this fubject, isof opinion, that you fhould 
immediately have recourfe to fuch writings as tend to regulate 
the morals, and to form the mind: he advifes your begianing 
with books of fuch a nature as will furnifh you with found prin- 
ciples on the moft important obligations of life; fuch as will 
fhew you the delufions of a fenfual life, and the deftruction oc« 
cafioned by the indulgence of our paffions ; fuch as will elevate 
your minds, by making you acquainted with God and with 
yourfelves. 

‘« When you have firft taken care to furnifh yourfelves with 
virtuous fentiments, you will diligently confult fuch authors, as 
have written on the fubject of your profeffion; it being an un- 
pardonable ignorance not to be well acquainted with whatever 
is the bufinefs of our lives ; your uncle, who has been engaged 
in military fervice all his life, and who has ftudied all the 
arts and exercifes of war, will be the beft direfior in this re- 
fpe&t ; and will farnifh you with the propereft books on the fube 
je: apply yourfelves wholly to this ftudy, and you will foon 
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reap the fruits of it: a foldier who goes on only in the beatei 
track, without making himfelf thoroughly acquainted with the. 
nature of his bufinefs, is little better than a piece of clock-work, 
which mutt be fet in motion, and never deviates from the path 
afligned it. : 

‘ After this, you will learn to know the world: Bruyere’s cha- 
racters, and Rochefoucault’s maxims will be found very ufeful 
to you : in thefe writers you will fee the portraits of all forts of 
men, both in their public and private capacity. 

¢ Hiftory is another pi@ture which you fhould carefully exa- 
mine : all the operations of the heart and mind are there defcribed 
in the moft interefting manner. Boffuet’s treatife on this fubject 
is confidered as a matfter-piece. 

‘ Books of mere amufement, which do not take their place 
"till after thofe of inftruction, are however neceflary, by way of 
relaxation, to prevent fatigue. JI know no romance worth read- 
ing except Don Quixote and Telemachus ; almoft all the reft 
are either trifling or mifchievous: fiction is never made ufe 
of with fafety ; it either ferves to embellifh vice, or to ridicule 
virtue. 

‘ It is very right that you fhould read the beft poets: poetry 
elevates the mind, warms the imagination, and makes us per- 
fe& in the art of expreffion ; but care muft be taken to ftudy the 
poets with difcretion: profe, being lefs likely to feduce the 
mind, 18 more proper for young perfons who fiuffer themfelves. 
too eafily to be impofed upon: we can never be too mach on 
our guard againit the glaring appearance of what is falfely ac- 
counted beautiful: [ have known many people whofe tafte has 
been fpoiled by reading nothing but poetry: the rhyme feduces, 
the harmony of numbers bewitches ; and whatis oftentimes only 
fiction, pafies for truth. 

‘ Never purchafe books without confulting learned and ju- 
dicious friends ; and remember that it is not the number, but 
the choice of books which really adorns and improves the mind: 
the library of a military man is large enough, if it contains two 
or three hundred volumes ; they who have more, either keep 
them for the ufe of others, or to flatter their own vanity : how 
many noblemen are there, who make no more ufe of their li- 
brary, than of their green-houle ; feldom, if ever, entering into 
either! 

‘ Thave heard it affirmed by 4 celebrated writer, that almoft 
all modern works are only copies; and that we ought only to 


ftudt fuch as are originals: J] am forry this author is now no_ 


more; becaufe he would have given you the beft information on 
this head; but you will eafily meet with other learned perfons 
who wili readily direct your fludies. If you purfue the plan 
heie propofed, you will divide into four clafles all the books 
which you have amy need of; the firft will include books on the 
fubject of religion; the fecond, books of inftruétion in your 
profefion; the third, thofe which are proper to introduce you 
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to natural and moral philofophy ; and the fourth, books of 
mere amufement. We never read to advantage, but when we 
read methodically. 

¢ There are other works, which we may run through; fuch 
as, the daily, and periodical publications ; which may ferve to 
give you a fuperficial knowlege of what is paffing in the lite- 
rary world ; and will prevent your being a ftranger to what is 
talked of in company on thefe fubje&s ; but always thew wifdom 
and difcretion enough not to confound this kind of writing with 
thofe numerous publications, which good fenfe and religion 
equally difclaim. 

‘ Improper reading is the ruin of young minds; forbidden 
books ought to be confidered in the light of evil company. 
Neither the ftyle of a work, nor the name of an author can ex- 
cufe your reading either what is fatyrical or impure ; vice is al- 
ways vice, under whatever colours it prefents itfelf. There 
are theatrical performances, fo decent that we may venture to go 
through them, and fo interefting, that we cannot help withing to 
do it: be prudent, without affectation; and you will never have 
any vain {cruples. 

* The books, which you have hitherto read, are little more 
than the elements, and as it were the alphabets of {fcience; 
thofe which you fhould hereafter read, ought to contain the 
knowledge of things, and found reafoning upon them. There 
are different kinds of ftudy appropriated to all ages and ftations. 
The mind of an ecclefiaftic demands a very different fort of culti- 
vation from that of a man of the world. ; 

« The generality of mankind are fatisfied with being able to 
write and to {peak well; but this is not fufficient for perfons in 
your fituation : your country requires, that as foldiers you fhould 
be well inftru€ted, fo as to be able to give a fatisfactory reafon 
for whatever you do: you will moreover find in ftudy the happy 
fecret of not being’ burthenfome to any one; and will have a 
perpetual fource of entertainment in yourfelves, 

* Well chofen books are our beft friends ;* we find them al- 
ways ready when we want them, and when judicioufly chofen, 
they always fpeak the truth to us. It is a great happine(s to be 
able fometimes to endure folitude: we mutt learn how to with- 
draw ourfelves from the converfe of men, as well as how to bear 
with it; we muft lay in a ftore of knowledge againft approach. 
ing old age: by reading, we enlarge the {phere of our under- 
ftanding ; and we afterwards feel much greater pleafure in the 
midft of fociety. All thefe advantages will attend you, if you 
love ftudy, and cultivate your intelle&tual faculties. , 

‘ Your father—alas! I would to God he were now fupplying 
my place on this important fubje&t! your father has often told 
me, that in great towns a love of ftudy preferved him from a 
thoufand dangers, and that in little villapes it ferved him in- 
ftead of company : be poffeffed of this refource ; for knowlege 
is a treafure which no thief can fteal: yet do not feek this trea- 
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fure at the expence of your health, Immoderate application to 
fiudy exhauits the fpirits, and fatigues the mind. 

© Take heed alfo that learning does not make you pofitive or 
pedantic; the more .men really know, the lefs they affeét to 

ew it. We make every man our enemy, whom we humiliate 
by an affected fuperiority ; but he who regards his own intereft, 
feeks oly to make himfelf friends: if it be true that ignorance 
is defpifed, it is not lefs true that prefumptuous knowlege is 
seocrally hated ; an oftentatious difplay of learning never fug- 
ceeds. 

‘ You muft not expect to find ftudy always agreeable: like 
the rofe, it has its beauties, bat-is not without its thorns: the 
beginning of every {cience, as M de Fontenelle obferves, is dif- 
ficult; and nothing but afliduity and labour will enable you to 
tafte the pleafures ofit. I fhould recommend it to you to devote 
three hours at leaft in every day to ftudy; two in the morning, 
and one in the evening ; you are never to forget that you owe 
fomething to your ravk in life, as well as to fociety; and that it 
is with the foul as it is with the body; exceffive hunger and re- 
pletion are both injurious to it; by the one it is famifhed, by 
the other it is overloaded. 

‘ There is another inconvenience in an indifcreet love of ftudy ; 
that it makes us too cold and philofophical ; it makes men be- 
have in company with an air of too much gravity and abfence ; 
and gives them the appearance,of ojd men at the age of thirty. 
Acecuftom yourfelves to leave your books, as we leave the com- 
pany of our friends; feem to forget them, til] you take them 
up again. The world, perhaps, is very little interefted in what 
you read ; fo that probably what nearly affeed you, might to 
them be perfeétly indifferent ; every one has his own particular 
manner of confidering things. Our converfation with the. dead 
demands recollection and application ; but that which we hold 
with the living fhould be full of eafe, and _fprightlineis. 

‘ ]f you are really fond of Rudy, you will every where find an 
opportunity of gratifying your tafte: the very grafs on which 
you tread, and the infect which you defpife, will ferve to dif- 
play the wonders of divine wifdom: accultom yourfelf always to 
travel with a common-place-book ; a landfcape, a monument, 
a ruin, every thing of this fort finds a place in the journal of a 
perfon of refiedtion, 

‘ The knowlege of cuftoms and manners is another fcience 
which deferves your attention: you will doubtlefs have opportu- 
nities in the courfe of your profeffion of feeing the different na- 
tions which furround us: war lays open every country to the ob- 
fervation of the foldier ; you will then be able yourfelves to mark 
the difference betwixt a Spaniard and a Frenchman, an Italian 
and an Englifhman, But remember at the fame time, that in this 
variety there is fomething not unlike the parterres of a garden ; 
in which each flower has its merit and perfeétion : it is a great er- 
yor, to expegt that all the world fhould be juit fuch as = 
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Upon reading this performance we have obferved fome fmall 
inaccuracies of expreffion, which the ingenious tranilator may 
- correé in the fecend edition, if he thinks them of confequence 

enough to merit his attention. 

‘ Some circumftances gave him the preference in my regard 

to feveral young noblemen; had either of thefe [any one of 
thefe] fucceeded in his addreffes,’ P- 9. —‘ Were I fo unhappy 
‘as to difcover in either of you,’ p. 28. Either would have 
been proper, if the lady had been addreffing herfelf to tavo of 
her children; but when fhe fpeaks to four, the fhould have 
faid, any of you.— ‘I fhall endeavour to furnifh you with the 
beft inftrutions in my power, that you may become accept- 
able to your God, ufeful to your country, and worthy of the 
king, whofm you have the honour to ferve,’ p. 39. This is 
an anticlimax: it is, however, more the fault of the author, 
than the tranflator. The following nonfenfe is likewife to-be 
attributed to the fame writer. ‘ Behold the bee, or the ant; 
a thoufand times wifer *, each of them, than the man who de- 
fpifes them; thefe never deviate from the laws of their nature, 
‘nor from the courfe, which Providence has affigned them: i 
is only by an imitation of their condu& and forefight, that fa- 
milies are maintained, and kingdoms preferve their power and 
fplendor,’ p. 54. There can be no doubt but families might 
have been maintained, and kingdoms fupported in their power 
and fplendor, if neither bees nor ants had ever exifted.— 
¢ More fenfible of this than aay others,’ p. 67.—* Follow af- 
ter virtue,’ p. 168. Purfue the paths of virtue is a much better 
phrafe.—* I would to Godhe had furvived me,’ p. :69. An 
abfolute folecifm, which might have been eafily avoided by 
faying, Lfincerely wifb.—* A nearer refemblance with [of] the 
Deity,’ p.171.—* I had infinitely rather,’ p. 173. [I would in. 
finitely rather]—* If you would -vbdlige by your generofity, 
you muft thew the party, whom you ferve, that: you think it 
‘more bleffed to give than to receive’, p. 176. To fuggeft this 
confideration, would furely mortify and humiliate, rather than 
enliven or oblige. —* We cannot, zo be fure, affift all who fuffer,? 
p. 185. This vulgar phrafe, to be fure, ought to be utterly 
banifhed from the republic of letters.—What little impropri- 
eties of this nature may be found in the fecond volume, we 
fhall not ftay to examine. 

In one of Ganganelli’s Letters this work is honourably men- 
tioned, as ‘ a complete treatife on education.’ This is an 
encomium exceeding its merits. The fyftem is neither com- 
plete, nor uncommon, The fentiments are juft, and the 

advice extremely pious and falutary; but we fee no appear. 


Sain 


* Some naturalifts deny, that ants lay up any corn. 
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ance of novelty, or extent of genius. Every paflage, how- 
ever, is confiftent with the pureft virtue ; and young people 
may read thefe volumes, not only with fafety, which is a very 
confiderable article in their favour, but with great advantage,, 
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oe HE firft of thefe Memoirs is employed on Foreign Travel, 
the ufefulnefs of which the author examines under a variety 
of confiderations, fuch as its affording a convenient opportunity 
to fons of family and condition, to detach themfelves from many 
difagreeable and unbecoming connexions, to learn their exer- 
cifes, to fall inftnfibly into a graceful confidence in manners 
and behaviour, to acquire the modern languages, and to attain 
a knowlege of the influence of government, religion, and cli- 
mate, on the human character. Jn the opinion of this author, 
all thefe objefts may be profecuted with as much fuccefs, by 
domeftic education and ftudy, without rifking the corruption, 
and falfe refinement of manners, which are too often the ef- 
fe&t of travelling in foreign countries, efpecially at an imma- 
ture age. 

The fecond Memoir treats of Refinement and Luxury, con- 
cerning the effeéts of which on national profperity, moral and 
political writers have entertained very different opinions. By 
fome, particularly the ancients, thefe qualities are confidered 
as equally pernicious to mental and corporeal vigour ; while 
others regard them as highly advantageous, on account of the 
arts to wrich they give birth, and the more diffufive means of 
fudfiftence, of which they are confequently productive. After 
taking a general view of the fubject, the ingenious eflayift 
concludes, that both in a moral and political light, the arts of 
luxury and elegance are equally adverfe to the virtue, inde- 
pendency, and happinefs of mixed and free ftates. 

The third Memoir is the fequel to the preceding, and pre- 
fents us with a comparative view of the manners of a Grecian 
and Englifh woman of fafhion, In drawing the former of 
thefe portraits, the author has recourfe to Xenophon’s Oeco- 
nomics, of which he tranflates fome paflages relative to a beau- 
tiful converfation-piece between Ifchomachus and his new- 
matried lady. As this admirable reprefentation of ancient 
fimplicity cannot fail of affording fatisfaction to our readers, 
we fhall fubmit the following quotation to their perufal. 

¢ Socrates is exprefling his farprize, that, confidering Ifcho- 
machus’s multiplicity of affairs, and many avocations in the 
city, yet his private and domeftic concerns fhould be fo well 
regulated. ‘* QO, fays he, I am very little in the houfe, for my 
wife is more than equal to the management of every thing with- 
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in.doors.” ¢* It will be very obliging in you, Ifchomachus, if 
you will alfo inform me, whether you yourfelf made your wife 
‘what fhe ought to be, or received her from her father and mo- 
ther inftruéted by them in the proper duties of her fex ?”” ** How 
could that be, faid Ifchomachus, fince fhe was but fifteen when 
I married her, and had been brought up before in fo referved 2 
way, that fhe had feen very little, heard very little, and hardly 
ever opened her lips? Do not you think, it was as much as [ 
could expect, if, when I firft took her home, fhe knew how to 
f{pin, make a gown, and diftribute the proper weight of wool to 


‘her maids ; for as to the command of her palate, I found her 


perfectly inftruéted, a qualification, in my opinion, of great 
excellence, either in man or in woman.” ‘* With regard thea 
to other things that peculiarly belong to her, I fuppofe you 
yourfelf have qualified your wife to do what is proper?” ** Not, 
faid Ifchomachus, till I had facrificed and intreated the gods that 
I might teach her, and fhe might learn only thofe things that 
were beft for us both.”” ‘* Then, faid I, your wife facrificed, 
and put up her prayers along with you?” ‘* Yes, replied If- 
chomachus, and fervently engaging and calling the gods to 
witnefs, that fhe would be what fhe ought; and it was very 
evident, that the would be far from negligent in whatever was 
taught her,” 

** Be fo good, as inform me, Ifchomachus, what you firft be- 
gan to teach her, for fuch a fort of converfation with you, will 
be much more agreeable to me, than an account of the fineft 
gymnic match or horfe-race that ever was.” ‘* Well then, 
Socrates, after fhe grew a little accuftomed to me, fo that we 
could converfe without reftraint or embarraffment, I put fuch 
queftions as thefe to her. Have you ever confidered, my love, 
why I married you, or the reafons that induced your parents to 
beftow you upon me? for I know you muft be very fenfible, 
that both of us might have been otherwife connected. Not- 
withftanding, yet while I was confidering my own fituation, and 
your parents yours, and who would beft {uit us both as a do- 
meffic and matrimonial companion, I preferred you, and as it 
happened your parents myfelf out of thofe who offered. If 
therefore, God fhould at any time blefs us with children, we 
will then advife how to educate them in the beft manner ; for it 
will be our mutual advantage to have them prove the compa- 
nions and confolation of our old age: now, our houfe, or pro- 
perty, is our common good ; for whatever I have, I bring into 
the common ftock, and you alfo do the fame; and we are not 
now to calculate who has brought in moft, but ought to be well 
convinced that whichever beft difcharges their duty will be the 
greateft benefactor. To this, my dear Socrates, my wife re- 


“plied. In what can 1 be of ufe to you? what am I capable of ? 


what are my talents? | entirely depend upon you, and my mo- 
ther told me, it was my peculiar duty to be modeft and careful. 
J then faid, very true, my love; my father told me the fame 
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thing. But the duty of modeft and careful perfons of either fex, 
js to manage their prefent property in the beft manner, and to 
increafe it as much as’ they tan, by every juft and honourable 
inethod. And do you fee any thing, faid my. wife, by doing 
whith I could contribute with you to this end? Why, truly, I 
teplied, in endeavouring to do in the beft manner you are able, 
whatever God and Nature point out as your duty, and which 
the laws approve. What jis that, faid fhe? In my opinion, I 
‘added, a matter of no little importance, if however the leader 
Of the bees is not placed to fuperintend the houfe for nothing ; 
for it appears to me, my dear life, that the pods have with great 
forefight enjoined this union called male and female, in order 
that the parties might be of mutaal ufe to each other. For, 
fir, by this conjanétion children are born, in order that the 
haman race may be continued. We alfo owe to it the love and 
reverence of our children when we grow old. Befides, as man- 

kind do not live in the open air like other animals,* the 
ftand in need of houfes. Hence it is neceflary, that thofe who 
would provide themfelves with fuch things as are conveyed un- 
der cover, fhould have people to prepare and colle& them with- 
out door; for the ploughing, the iowing, the planting of the 
éatth, with the pafturage of cattle, all belong to whas is done 
in.the.open air, and it is by means of thefe that a houfe is fup- 
plied with neceffaries. After fach things are brought home, a 
rfon is required to take care of them, and to do whatever 
cannot be done but under cover. Now, in the houfe. children, 
whén infants, are reared; in the houfe food are prepared of the 
grain alrcady colleted, and in the fame manner clothes are 
made of the wool before put in ordér. And becaufe all thefe 
‘things, whether to be done within or without doors, require la- 
bour and care; he is related to have faid, that God intended 
the woman fhould be naturally qualified to take care of affairs 
within doors, and the man of thole without. And thefe exter- 
nal offices were enjoined the man upon account of his being bet- 
ter able, from the ftruéture both of his body and mind, to bear 
cold and heat, long journies, and the Jabours of war; bat the 
internal ones to the woman by the fame providence, becaufe 
Nature had given her a frame lefs adapted to thofe purpofes. 
And as he knew that Nature taught and commanded the female 
to fuckle her newly born infant, he therefore made her more 
attached to it when fo young than he made the male. In the 
fame manner he intrufted to the woman, the cuftody of the . 
things that were brought home, and knowing that fear is no ill 
quality in one who is to take care of any thing, God alfo formed 
the woman more timid and apprehenfive than the man: aud be- 
ing ferfible that defence was neceffary, in cafe thofe employed 
without doors were attacked, he therefore imparted to him a 
greater degree of courage. And becaufe it was required of both 
‘as well to difpenfe as to receive, he communicated to each an 
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equal degree of memory and diligence ; fo that it is not eafy to 
fay, which of the fexes moft excels in thefe qualities. 

_'*¢ God has alfo equally endowed them with the power of ab- 
ftaining from what they ought to abftain, and left it to their 
option, whether hufband or wife, which of them fhould obtain 
the greateft fhare of this good. And fince they are not by na. 
ture, alike capable of all thefe things, one has theréfore the 
‘greater need of the other, and their union is more beneficial in 
itfelf, what is defective. in one, being fupplied by the other. 
Therefore, I faid to her, knowing then, my love, what is en- 
joined to each of us by Ged, let us exert ourfelves to the ut- 
moft to difcharge in the beft manner we are able, the part af- 
figned us. , 

«¢ The laws alfo (he proceeded) approved thefe things in the 
union of the fexes, and as God has ordained their children a 
common good, fo has the legiflature the houfe and every thing 
belonging to them. Befides, the laws approve thofe things 
which God and Nature enable each of them to do in the eafiett 
and beit manner. Now it is more becoming the woman to re- 
main within doors than to be occupied abroad, and more out of 
chara&ter for the man to be bufy in the houfe than to be em-~ 
ployed without. Andif any one aéts a part that Nature does 
not enjoin him, perhaps it cannot be concealed from the Deity 
that he violates order; who therefore punifhes him, if he neg- 


le& the proper occupation of a man, or meddle in that pertain« 
ing to the other fex.” 


After exhibiting, from the fame writer, other beautiful paf- 
fages defcriptive of ancient manners and fentiments, the author 
proceeds to make fome remarks on that contraft of charafer, 
obfervable in the Britifh ladies of the prefent age. 


¢ How different, fays he, are thefe notions from ours! What 
ideas of indufiry, of utility, of referve and retirement ? What 
an amiable diffuafive from falfe and difingenuous pretenfions to 
ftature and complexion, the lily and the rofe? Notwithftanding 
our fo much boafted refinement, our improvements in the arts 
of focial intercourfe and converfation ; 1 cannot help inclining 
to believe, that the lives of the Athenian ladies, were not onl 
more pure and innocent, but more placid and happy than thofe 
of the fame rank, in modern times. It is true, they were ex- 
cluded from general fociety, from places of public and promif- 
cuous refort, from which, even with us, refleing and fenfible 
minds feldom return bat with wearinefs and difguft; but their 
minds and fpirits were always ufefully employed, and agreeabl 
agitated with their domeftic occupations; and the intercourfe 
with seit parents, hufbands, &c. was much more endearing 
and wilhed for with more longing expectation, by reafon it was 
their only fociety, and enjoyed only during the intervals on the 
male-fide, of conftant aétion and employment without doors, 
and in the open air in affairs of agriculture, politics, or war, 

ry ae * Indeed, 
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* Indeed, the ideas of female duty, and the general manners 
of the ladies of Greece, made indolence and inoccupation of no 
yepute among them. Idlenefs was not only reproach but mi- ~ 
fery ; it not only loft them the efteem and affection of their huf- 
bands, &c. but if they could not amufe themfelves with the 
ingenuity of the diftaff and loom, and the condu& of their fa- 
milies, they had not the pernicious refource of Pantheons, of 
an Almack’s, of public rendezvoufes for play and gallantry, 
where the underftanding and the heart are equally perverted ; 
where our fair ones are equally difqualified from aéting the part 
of daughters, wives, or mothers; where health is undermined, 
where the rofe and bloom of youth and beauty is foon overcaft 
by a fickly pale and faffron ; where the moft fatal and extrava- 

ant defires and paffions are acquired and nourifhed, and where 
all tafte for fimple genuine pleafure, for female duty, for female 
praife, is entirely loft and abandoned, This long train of evils 
feems in great meafure to arife from the late abfurd notion and 

ractice, of making it one of the diftinétions and privileges of 
female rank and fortune, to do nothing and to be ufelefs; and 
hence in a high degree the ruin of the modefty, virtue, and 
even happinefs of the fair fex among us. For the human mind 
muft be occupied in fome way or other, either ufefully or vici- 
oufly. And, if few of them have any tafte for letters, if mufic 
has no charms for them; if the duties of devotion have no fhare 
in their thoughts ; if the ingenuity of the needle do not divide 
their attention and time, what muft be the natural, the un- 
avoidable confequence ? In town, an eternal diffipation, every 
fcene of amufement and fafhionable refort, fatigued and nau- 
feated with their vacant and difiatisfied countenances, criminal 
attachments, gaming not play, lofs of health, lofs of reputa- 
tion, neglect of the true glory of woman, the infpection of fa- 
mily concerns, the education of children, the affe@tion and 
efteem of an hufband. In the country, either a relaxing indo- 
lence in the place of repofe and tranquillity, or a perpetual 
race and buftle inftead of fuitable exercife ; country Newmarkets, 
country Pantheons, &c. &c. in a word no rational or becoming 
enjoyment. However, we muft do our fair readers the juftice 
to acknowlege (and we do if with pleafure), that there are 
many exceptions; but ftill we could with they were more di; 
finguifhed and more numerous,’ 

The fubjeé&t of the fourth mempir is Unreftrained Power; 
which the author evinces from various examples in hiftory, to 
be univerfally produGtive of a dangerous influence on the hu- 
man mind ; inflaming the moft criminal paflions, and corrupt- 
ing the moft humane and gentle natures. , ae 

The next memoir treats of Happinefs and Tranquillity of 
Mind. The author inveftigates this fubje& with the true {pi- 
rit of philofophy, and proves by many inftances and ingenious 
remarks, that happinefs confifts not in a ftate of indolence, 
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from which all care is entirely excluded; bat in employment 
and emotion, in the integrity and-variety of our views, pur- 
fuits, and occupations. ! 


‘ Refpecting fenfual gratifications, fays he, they are very in- 
confiderable ingredients in what we call happinefs. As was 
hinted above, fuch enjoyments are tranfient and momentary, 
and cannot be renewed till after long intervals. They are even 
flighted and difregarded when the mind is ardently inteat on any 
obje&t. But the exercifes of humanity, of generolity, of bene- 
volence, the honourable increafe of our fortune, of our reputa- 
tion, our exertions, even our felf-denials for our country or our 
friends, yield a rich and inexpreffible fatisfa€lion, not only dur- 
ing their energies, but as often as they pafs in recollection 
through the mind. We glory in the noblenefs and rectitude of 
our views and difpofitions, we mix in fociety with confidence 
and pleafure, becaufe we know (and exult in the confcioufnefs) 
that we are entitled to their affection and efteem. . 

« As to conftant and abfolute tranquillity, the defire of it is 
ridiculous, and human life does not admit of it; for deprive 
men of their views, of their objects, and inftead of enjoyment 
they immediately fink into a fiate of refilefinefs and languor. 
Hence the judicious Plutarch obferves of thofe who, for the 
fake of tranquillity, advife not to engage in a variety of affairs, 
either of a private or a public nature, that they purchafe it at a 
very dear rate, that of indolence. It is juft like advifing any 
one, as if he were fick, to lie conftantly in bed. But that 
would be an ill medicine for the body, which, to deliver it from 
pain, would deprive it of all feeling; and no better phyfician 
would he be to the mind, who, to guard it from all care and 
anxiety, would render it flothful, effeminate, and unfaithful to 
the duties we owe our families, our friends, and our country. 
Befides, it is not true that thefe enjoy peace and tranquillity of 
mind, who engage in no ferious affair of any kind: for were it 
fo, women would be much happier in thefe refpeéts than men ; 
yet languor, and cares, and jealoufies, and many vain apprehen- 
fions, invade their moft fecret retirements. And though Laértes 
lived fo many years in the country, at a diftance from his palace 
and all the duties of royalty, yet his forrows never forfook him, 
and he was probably even more unhappy in fuch a ftate of in- 
action, than if he had continued in the difcharge of his royal 
dignity : Befides, to perfons of a right way of thinking, it gives 
not lefs pain to neglect their duty, than to violate a moral ob- 
ligation, and fuch negleét is fuch violation. 

‘ The fame eloquent writer proceeds: indeed thofe who give 
themfelves up to a life of indolence and repofe, lofe all the ca- 
pacities of a€tion; they forfeit all penetration and vigour of 
mind ; and as the pureft and brighteft ftreams grow putrid in 
flagnation, when interrupted in their courfe, and fhut out from 
the wholefome beams of the fun by withered leaves and decayed 
branches ; in the fame manner thofe perfons become torpid, ins 
fenfible, and flupid, and totally ,incapable of affairs, who rea 
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linquifh and defert the duties of civil fociety, and abandow 
themfelves to an effeminate. and inglorions repofe. 

.¢ In few words, as we have all along endeavoured to prove, 
to mix in fociety, to put our talents to the proof, to aé& in the 
fight of our fellow-citizens, is the only foundation of enjoy- 
ment, of real and continued felicity. To this temper and ha- 
bit of mind, we owe whatever is excellent in letters, in arts, 
and in arms. Had not Socrates frequented, in his daily inter- 
courfe, the fhops, the work-houfes, the public walks, the places 
' Of exercife of Athens, fhould we ever have had the divine wri- 
tings of Plato and Xenophon? Had Themiftocles and Ariftides 
affected a life of obfcurity and repofe, perhaps Greece would in 
their time have become a petty province of that enormous em- 
pire, which but thirty thoufand of her citizens were afterwards 
deftined to over-ran and fubdue. Or had Epaminondas pre- 
ferred the gratifications of fenfe and appetite to the fatigues, the 
dangers, and hazards of war, would his country been viétorious 
at Leuétra, at Mantinea, and afpired in her turn to the fove- 
reignty of Greece ?? 

In the fucceeding Memoir the author enquires, Whether the 
multiplicity of books and increafe of knowledge be favourable 
to piety and love of public good. For determining this quef- 
tion, he takes a general view of mankind, both ina ftate of 
barbarifm and civilization ;,and infers from the whole, that, 
perhaps, very extenfive knowlege, and the multiplicity of books 
and readers, are not fo favourable to piety, virtue, and the love 
of our country, as is generally imagined. 

In the feventh Memoir he treats at great length of the 
Love of Glory and of our Country, which from innumer- 
able examples he fhews to have been the ruling paffion in the 
antient republics of Greece and Rome, and to have derived its 
origin from their forms of government. 


¢ The influence of government on the human mind, fays he, 
is even greater and more extenfive than that of foil and climate. 
It can correét the vices of both, and roufe to exertions of induf- 
try, genius, valour, and magnanimity, the natives of the bar- 


ren rock, the fnowy mountain, or the unwholfome marth. 


Witnefs the foil of Attica in the times of Greece, of Holland 
and Switzerland, in our own. Very few examples and refiec-. 
tions feem neceflary to prove this aflertion. | 

'¢ As men‘fubmit to government for their own convenience 


and benefit, not of the few individuals whom they are pleafed. 


to intruft and dignify with the adminiftration of their affairs, 
and folely,to fecure their lives, properties, and rights, and: to 
exercife thofe talents, and to prattife thofe virtues without im- 
pediment, on which depend their happinefs and merit, as be- 
ings endowed with fentiment and underftanding, they will con- 
fequently be moft attached to. thofe forms of civil policy, and 
give the moft illuftrious inftances of their veneration for them, 


in thofe countries where thefe great-ends and purpofes are belt 
attained 
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attained and fecured. Where defpotifm prevails, none of thefe 
purpofes can be faid to be attained, and all of them ina very 
inferior and limited degree in the various modes of regal go- 
vernment. In tie firft, mem have no fecurity for them bata 
fort of cuftom, and the will of the prince and his fubftitutes. In 
the other, the poffeffion and enjoyment of them feem greatly to 
depend on the charaGter of the fovereign, his ambition, or love 
of peace, his profufion, or laudable’ expence, his difcernmeat 
and humanity. Can we then expec inftances of patriotifm, 
where the properties and enjoyment: of the generality are at the 
difpofal, and depend on the caprice, the ignorance, folly, or 
wickednefs, of one or a few ? Of intrepidity and valour, whea 
men fight for tyrants and oppreffors, not for their lands,, their 
rights, the prefent and futare happinefs of themfelves and their 
pofterity ? Of talents and virtue, when proftitution, incapacity, 
venality, are the beft pretenfions to favour and emolument? OF 
difintereftednefs, moderation, integrity, frugality, when wealth, 
however acquired, however expended, is the enly foundation 
of refpeét, influence, confideration? Hence, indeed, the trae 
caufe of the unfrequency of virtue, talents, love of glory and, 
of our country, in the lefs equal governments of ancient or, 
miodern times. Under thefe barbarous and irrational forms and. 
inftitutions of civil government; under thefe depreffing and de-. 
bafing circumftances, the human character appears to have re- 
linquifhed, and abandoned al] its native honours; no ambition 
worthily to excel, no contempt of hardfhips, of pain, and of 
death itfelf, when placed in competition with duty or with fame; 
no ardent and glowing attachment to a beloved community ; no. 
indignant fuperiority, or generous indifference tg the refinements 
of fuperfluity ; no true fenfe of honour and of charaéter.» In, 
this forlorn and abjeét condition, man feems nearly debafed to. 
the level of animal nature, he appears to have loft all fenfe of. 
dignity of character, his gratifications are folely fenfual, he has 
no idea, no comprehenfion of pleafures and enjoyments, de- 
rived from a purer and nobler fource. 

« In how fuperior a light does he rife to our view under con-' 
ftitutions more favourable to. the expanfion, developement and 
exercife of his virtues and talents? Where the foil,: the laws, 
the government, are in‘a manner his own? Where his confide- 
ration depends on himfelf alone, where obfcurity is the penal 
and infliction of nature, not of the forms of the fociety? To 
what other caufe but this difference of government, do we read. 
of no Themiftocles’s, no Thrafybulus’s, no Phocions, in the 
contemtporary monarchies of Afia: no Valerius’s, no Scipios, 
no Catos, in the regal annals of modern Europe ?? 

After illuftrating thefe remarks by many appofite inftances. 
from ancient hiftory, the author concludes in‘ the following 
benevolent, generous, and animated ftrain. 


* Would. to God I could contribute to revive, and reftore to 
credit, thefe noble and generous fentiments in the brealts of my 


fellow- 
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féllow-citizens ! Whatever the fuccefs of this feeble effort may 
be, I have made it with the moft upright and beft intentions. 
Indeed I have colleéted this treatife, to preferve myfelf as well 
as others from the contagion of the manners in which we live, 
To revive a fpirit of exertion, and a defire of national efteem. 
To make us afhamed of the indolence, the diflipation, the effe- 
minacy of the prefent times ; of pretending to refpeét and con- 
fideration, without merit or talents, to offices of truft and emo- 
Jument, without knowlege, application, experience,. or. pub- 
lic confidence ; to a boundlefs and ruinous paffion for all. the 


-works of tafte, elegance, and magnificence, with very faint and 


languid defires for the reputation of private generofity, public 
difintereftednefs and integrity, humanity, magnanimity, con- 
tempt of frivolous enjoyments of oftentatious advantages. To 
roufe us to prefer the pleafures and enjoyments of the mind, and 
of the heart, to thofe of fenfe and appetite, the palate, the 
touch, the eye, the ear. Alas! deluded, miftaken voluptuaries, 
can ye be fo weak, fo ignorant, as to imagine that the moment- 
ary, the feverifh gratifications of diffipation, vanity, refinement, 
luxury, are'to be compared, and put in competition with that 
expanfion and elevation of foul, that glows in the veins, in the 
nerves, and in the minds of the benevolent,. the aétive, the dif- 
interefted, the upright? Can ye not perfuade yourfelves, that 
the fum of happinefs, of true sneer me and fatisfaétion, con- 
tained fn the lives of any of the illuftrious characters we have 
been paffing in review, was not infinitely greater, more genuine, 
more continued, and conftant, more valuable and defirable in 
every refpeét, than that of all the fenfualifts, of the flaves of 
their lufts and vices, of ancient or modern times, of all the 
felfith, the effeminate, the indolent, the mercenary, the vain 
and oftentatious creatures, or pageants, that have infefted .and- 
difhonoured, or continue to infeft and difhonour both reafon and 
human nature?’ ) 

The eighth Memoir contains pertinent obfervations on Mar-- 
riage and Polygamy ; and the ninth fome Remarks on Conver- 
fation; the tenth treats of Rifing in Life; the eleventh, of 
the Deity ;. the twelfth, of the Education of a Prince ; and the 
thirteenth, of ‘the Frugality and Difintereftednefs of the An- 
cients in Office. 

' Thefe Memoirs difcover a philofophical turn of fentiment, 
a lively imagination, and the effufions of a heart actuated 
by humane and benevolent principles. They tend in gene- 
ral to the improvement both of public and private. virtue, 
which they not only paint in the faireft forms, but illuftrate 
by a train of the moft ftriking examples in hiftory. Inftruétion 
and entertainment, are equally blended through all; and each 
memoir is fucceeded by a number of annotations, to which 
references are made in the teat. 

The 
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The Plays of William Shakfpeare. In Ten Volumes. With the 
Corrections and Illuftrations of various Commentators ; to which 
are added Notes by Samuel Johnfon azd George Steevens. The 
Second Edition, Revifed and Augmented. 8v0. 3), 103. bound, 
Bathurft, , 


N our review of the former edition of this work, we obferved 
that it was the moft elaborate and explanatory of any that 
had ever been publifhed, and that it afforded an inftance of 
the happy fuccefs refulting from the united efforts of com- 
mentators of diftinguifhed abilities, Dr. Johnfon there dif- 
played fuch ingenuity, and accuracy of juft conception, as 
rendered the annotations a valuable addition to his former re- 
marks on the fubjeét; while Mr. Steevens had elucidated the 
fenfe of the poet by the cleareft collateral evidence that in- 
veftigation could fupply. Extenfive reading, and a judicious 
application of the intelligence thence derived, were equally 
confpicuous through the whole of his obferyations, which being 
generally founded upon the firmeft bafis of criticifm, were al- 
moft always decifive *, 

The prefent edition is introduced to the world with yet fue 
perior advantages, in point of curiofity as well as of critical il- 
luftration. In the beginning of the firft volume are fuccef- 
fively ranged, the Preface of Dr. Johnfon; Mr. Steevens’s Ade 
vertifement to the reader; a Lift of ancient tranflations from 
claffic authors ; Appendix to Mr. Colman’s tranflation of Te- 
rence, oftavo edition ; the Dedication of the players to William 
Earl of Pembroke, and Philip Earl of Montgomery; the Pre-= 
face of the players to the great variety of readers; Mr 
Pope’s Preface ; Mr. Theobald’s Preface; fir T. Hanmer’s 
Preface ; Dr. Warburton’s Preface; Advertifement to the reader, 
| prefixed to Mr. Steevens’s edition of twenty of the old quarto 
Copies of Shakfpeare ; fome Account of the Life, &c. of Mr. 
William Shakfpeare, by Mr. Rowe; the Copy of an Inftru- 
ment, containing a Grant or Confirmation of Arms to John 
Shakfpeare, Father of the Poet ; the Licence for acting, 
granted by James I. to the Company at the Globe, extracted 
from Rymer’s Federa; Shakfpeare’s Will, extracted from the 
Regiftry of the Archbifhop of Canterbury ; an Anecdote of 
Shak{peare, by Dr. Johnfon, with others by Mr. Steevens, 
and an Extraét from the rev. Dr. Farmer’s Effay on the Learne 
ing of Shakfpeare ; a Lift of Baptifms, Marriages, and Bu- 
tials of the Shakfpeare Family, tranfcribed from the Regifter- 
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book of the Parifh of Stratford upon Avon, Warwickfhire ; 
Extracts from the rev. Mr. Granger’s Biographical Hiftory of 
England, containing an Account of the Prints and Monu- 
ments of Shakfpeare; ancient and modern commendatory 
Verfes on Shakfpeare ; Names. of the original Aors in the 
Plays of Shakfpeare; a Lift of fuch ancient Editions of Shake- 
{peare’s Plays as have hitherto been met with; his different 
Editors ; Lift of Plays altered from Shakfpeare; Lift of de- 
tached Pieces of Criticifm on Shakfpeare, his Editors, &c. 
Extraés of Entries on the Books of the Stationers’ Company, 
by Mr. Steevens, 
'  ‘Thefe various prolegomena, in which are inter{perfed feveral 
plates, with a fac-fimile of Shakfpear’s hand-writing, evincing 
the orthography of his name, are fucceeded by * An Attempt to 
afcertain the Order in which the Plays attributed to Shakefpeare 
were written.’ This difficult inveftigation is the work of Mr. 
Malone, who by the exertion of uncommon fagacity and re- 
fearch, feems to have fixed the chronological order of Shak- 
fpeare’s dramatic writings, with as great a degree of apparent 
exacinefs as now it is poffible to attain. Every reader muft 
agree with Mr. Malone, that ¢ it ‘is no incurious fpeculation, 
to mark the gradations by which he (Shakfpeare) rofe from 
mediocrity to the fummit of excellence ; from artlefs and un- 
interefting dialogues to thofe unparalleled compofitions, which 
have rendered him the delight and wonder of fucceffive ages,’ 
The method by which Mr. Malone conduéts this enquiry, is 
to colleét into one view, from Shakfpeare’s feveral dramas, ' 
and from the ancient traéts in which they are mentioned, or 
alluded to, all the circumfances that can throw any light on 
the fubje&t. From thefe circumftances, and the ahovemen- 
tioned entries in the books of the Stationers’ company, he 
thinks it probable that they were written nearly in the follow- 
ing fucceffion ; though he is not inclined to confider Titus 
Andronicus, and the other pieces printed in Italics, as the 
compofitions of Shakfpeare. 


© 3. Titus Andronicus, 1589. 


11» Romeo and Juliet, 1595 
2. Love’s Labour Loft, 1591. 


12. The Comedy of Errors, 1596. 


3: Firft Part of King Henry VI. 13. Hanulet, 1596. 
159t. 14. King John, 1596. 
. 4. Second Part of King Henry 135. King Richard IL. 1596. 
VI. 1592. 16. King Richard IIL. 1597 
g. Third Part of King Henry 17. Firlt Part of King Henry IV. 
VI. 1592. 35976 

6. Pericles, 1592. 18. The Merchant of pene 
2 Locrine, 1593- 598. 
. The Two Gentlemen af Ve- 19. All's Well that End’s Well, 
rona, 359% 1598. 
. The Winter’s Tale, 1594 20. Sir Fohn Oldcafile, 15986 


te A Midfummer Night’s 
. Dream 3595. 


21, Second Part of King Henry 
lV, 1598 
2m King 
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b2, King Henry V. 1599. 32. The London Prodigal, 1605. 
23. The Puritan, 1600, 33. King Lear, 1606.6 
24. Much Ado about Nothing, 34. Macbeth, 1606. 

| tig 1600. 35.’The Taming of the Shrew, 
25. As You Like It, 1600. 1606, 
26. Merry Wives of Windfor, 36. Julius Cefar, 1607, 


1601. 37+ A Yorkfhire Tragedy, 1608, 
27. King Henry VIII. 1601. 38. Antony and Cleopatra, 1608, 


a8. Life and Death of Lord Crom- 39. Coriolanus, 1609. 
; well, 1602. 40. Timon of Athens, 1610, 
20. Troilus and Creffida, 1602. 41. Othello, 1611, 
30. Meafure for Meafure, 1603. 42. The Tempeft, 1632. 
31. Cymbeline, — 1604. 43. Twelfth Night, 1614,° 


Omitting the detail of the various arguments by which Mr. 
Malone fupports his conjeétures in this inveftigation, we fhall 
proceed to lay before our readers one new note from each 
play, that they may be enabled to form fome idea of the nu« 
merous improvements in the prefent edition. 

On the celebrated fimile in the Tempeft, we meet with the 
following obfervation of Mr. Steevens. : 


‘ And, like the bafelefs fabrick of this vifion, &c.] The exact period 
at which this. play was produced, is unknown: It was not, how- 
ever, publifhed before 1623. Inthe year 1603, the Tragedy of 
Darius, by Lord Sterline, made its appearance, and there I find the 
following paffage : 

‘© Let greatnefs of her glaffly {cépters vaunt, 
«* Not fcepters, no, but reeds, foon bruis’d, foon broken; 
«* And let this worldly pomp our wits enchant, . 
‘s All fades, and fcarcely leaves behind a token. 
*© Thofe golden palaces, thofe gorgeous halls, 
« With furniture fuperfluoufly fair, 
«“ Thole ftately courts, thofe {ky-encount’ring walls, 
** Evanifh all like vapours in the air.” 

“Lord Sterline’s play muft have been written before the death of 
queen Elizabeth, (which happened on the 24th of March 1603) as 
it is dedicated to James VI. king of Scots, 

¢ Whoever fhould feek for this paflage, (as here quoted from the 
ato, 1603) in the folio edition, 1637, will be difappointed, as Lord 
Sterline made confidérable changes in all his plays, after their 
firft publication.” , 


In the Two Gentlemen of Verona, Mr. Steevens, from hif- 


torical authority, afferts the propriety of a paflage in the text, 
in anfwer to an objeétion of Mr. Theobald’s. 


_ © Attends the emperor in his royal court.) The emperor’s royal court 
is properly at Vienna, but Valentine, "tis plain, is at Milan ; where, 
in moft other paflages, it is faid he is attending the duke, who 
makes one of the characters in the drama. This feems to convict 
the author of a forgetfulnefs and contradiétion; but perhaps it 
may be folved thus, and Milan be called the emperor's court ; as, 
fince the reign of Charlemaigne, this dukedom and its territories 
have belonged to the emperors. I with I could as-eafily folve an- 
other abfurdity which encounters us, of Valentine’s going from 
Verona to Milan, both inland places, by fea. Theobald, 
- K 2 : ¢ Mr, 
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¢ Mr. Theobald difcovers not any great {kill in hiftory. Vienna is 
not the court of the emperor as emperor, nor has Milan been al- 
‘ways without its princes fince the days of Charlemagne ; but the 
note has its ufe. ohnfon. 

‘ Shakefpeare has been guilty of no miftake in- placing the empe- 
ror’s court at Milan in this play. Several of the firit German em- 
perors held their courts there occafionally, it being at that time, 
their immediate property, and the chief town of their Italian do- 
minions. Some of them were crowned kings of Italy at Milan, 
before they received the imperial crown at Rome. Nor has the 
poet fallen into any contradiction by giving a duke to Milan at the 
fame time that the emperor held his court there. The firft dukes 
of that, and all the other great cities in Italy, were not fovereign 
princes, as they afterwards became ; but were merely governors, 
or viceroys, under the emperors, and removeable at their pleafure, 
Such was the duke of Milan mentioned in this play. Steevens. 


In the Merry Wives of Windfor, the fame commentator 
refcues a paflage in the text from the cenfure thrown on it by 
Dr. Warburton. : 


¢ ——No man means evil but the devil,——] This is a double 

blunder; for fome, of whom this was f{poke, were women. We 
‘fhould read them, No.one means. Warburton. 

‘ There is no blunder. In the antient interludes and moralities, 
the beings of fupreme power, excellency, or depravity, are occa- 
fionally ttyled men. So, in Much Ado about Nothing, Dogberry 
fays: ** God’s a good man.” Again, in an Epitaph, part of which 
has been borrowed as an abfurd one, by Mr. Pope and his affociates, 
who were not very well acquainted with ancient phraseology: 

«* Do all we can, vat 
“ Death is a man o.Y 
“ That never {pareth none.” 
¢ Again, in Jeronimo, or the Firft Part of the Spanith Tragedy, 160s. 
«¢ You're the laft man I thought on, fave the devil. Steevens. 


The reading adopted by Mr. Steevens in the fubfequent note, 
in Meafure for Meafure, is doubtlefs the moft confonant to 


propriety. 
_ © father :] This word fhould be expunged. ohufon. 
If father be retained, we may read : 

“ Duke. And you, good brother. 

‘Elb; Father——-—— 

‘¢ Duke. What offence, &c. Steevens.” 
- ¢ J am neither for expunging the word father, nor for feparating 
it from its. prefent connexions. In) return to Elbow’s blundering 
addrefs of good father friar, i.e. good father brother, the duke hu- 
moroufly calls him, in his own ftyle, good brother father. This would 
appear {till clearer in French. Dieu vous benife, mon pere frere.— 
Et vous aufi, mon frere pere. There is no doubt that our friar isa 
corruption of the French frere. Tyrwhitt.’ 


_ The fame ingenious critic, by his attentive inveftigation and 
great knowledge of old Englifh writers, has afcertained the 
meaning of-———with barlots, in the Comedy of Errors. 





© me with hartots) Antipholis did not fufpect his wife of having 


entertained courtezans, but of having been confederate with cheats 
ig %- : to 
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to impofe on him and abufe him. Therefore, he fays to her, act 
IV, {c. iv: 

¢ — mare thefe your cuftemers ? 

Did this companion with the faffron face 

Revel and feaft it at my houfe to-day ? 
¢ By this defcription he points out Pinch and his followers. Harlot 
was a term of reproach applied tocheats among men as well as to 
wantons among women. Thus, in the Fox, Corbacchio fays to 
Volpone : nv 
« ——Out harlot !” 
¢ Again, in the Winter’s Tale: 

‘¢for the harlot king 

«* Is quite beyond mine arms.—” 
¢ Again, in the ancient myftery of Candlemas-Day, 1512. Herod 
fays to Watkin : : 

‘s¢ Nay, Aarlott, abyde ftylle with my knyghts I warne thee.”"—=— 

‘ The learned editor of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, ¢ vols. 8vo. 
31775, obferves, that in The Romance of the Rofe, v. 6068, King of 
Harlots rs Chaucer’s Tranflation of Roy des ribaulx. Chaucer ules 
the word more than once: 

« A fturdy 4arlot went hem ay behind, 
«© ‘That was hir hoftes man, &c.” 

Sompnoures Tale, v. 7336. | 
¢ Again, in the Dyer’s Play, among the Chefter Colleétion in the 
Mufeum, Antichrift fays to the male characters on the ftage : 

“ Out on ye sarlots, whence come ye?” Steevens.’ 


From the following paflage in Much Ado About. Nothing, 
the prefent editor evidently determines with unbiafled judge- 
ment on the opinions of two preceding commentators. 


‘Scene II. The perfons, throughout this fcene, have been 
ftrangely confounded in the modern editions. The firit error has 
been the introduétion of a towa-clerk, who is, indeed, mentioned 
in the ftage-direétion, prefixed to this fcene in the old editions, 
(Enter the Conftables, Borachio, and the Towne-clerke in gownes,) but 
no where elfe; nor is there a fingle {peech afcribed to him in thofe 
editions. The part, which he might reafonably have been expected 
to take upon this occafion, is performed by the fexton ;- who affifts at, 
or rather directs, the examinations; fets them down in writing, and 
reports them to Legnato. It is probable, therefore, I think, that 
the fexton has been ftiled the town-clerk, in the ftage-direction aboves 
mentioned, from his doing the duty of fuch an officer. But the edi- 
tors, having brought both /exton and town-clerk upon the ftage, were 
unwilling, as it feems, that the latter fhould be a mute perfon- 
age; and therefore they have put into his mouth almof all the abfur- 
dities which the poet certainly intended for his ignorant confflable. 
To rectify this confufion, little more is neceflary than to go back 
to the old editions, remembering that the names oi Kempe and Cow- 
ley, two celebrated aétors of the time, are put in this {cene, for the 
names of the perfons reprefented ; viz. Kempe for Dogberry, and 


Cowley for Verges. Tyrwhitt. 
* I have followed Mr. Tyrwhitt’s regulation, which is undoubt- 


edly juft ; but have left Mr. Theobald’s notes as I found them. 
| Steevens.” 


_ The various inftances adduced by Mr. Steevens, in explana- 
tion of a paffage in Love’s Labour Loft, afford the ftrongeft 


proof of his diligence in thofe critical refearches. 
K 3 ‘And 
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‘Moth. Awd how eafy it isto put years to the word three, and indy three 


years in two words, the dancing horfe will tell you.] Banks's horfe, 
‘which play’d many remarkable pranks, Sir Walter.Raleigh (Hif- 


tory of the World, firft Part, p. 178) fays: “ If Banks had lived in 
older timies, he would bave fhamed all the inchanters in the world: 
for whofoever was moft famous among them, could never matter, 
or initruét any beaft as he did his horfe.” And fir Kenelm Digby 
(2 ‘Treatife of Bodies, ch. xxxviii, p. 393-) obferves: ‘* That his 
10rfe would reftore a glove to the due owner, after the mafter had 
whifpered the man’s name in his ear; would tell the juft number of 
pence in any piece of filver coin, newly fhewed him by his matter; 
and even obey prefently his command, in difcharging himfelf of his 
excrement, whenfoever he had bade him.”” Dr. Gray. 
_ © Banks's horje is alluded to by many writers contemporary with 
Shakefpeare ; among the reft, by B. Johnfon, in Every Man out of 
his Humour: “ He keeps more ado with this monfter; than ever 
Bawks did with his 4orfe.” 
* Again, in Hall's Satires, lib. iv. fat. 2; 

«© More than who vies his pence to view fome tricke 

‘¢ Of ftrange Morocco’s dumbe arithmeticke.’ 


«4 Again, in Ram-Alley, 1611: 


“« Banks's horfe and he were both taught in a ftable.” 
* Again, in Ariitippus, 1630: 

«¢ Betore I heard this leéture, Banks's horfe was an Ariftotle te 
me.” Again, in Jack Drum’s Entertainment, 1601: 

‘«¢ It thall be chronicled next after the death of Banks's horfe.” 
¢ Again, in Bea Jonfon’s 134th Epigram : 
. “ Old Banks the jugler, our Pythagoras, 

‘¢ Grave tutor to the learned horfe, &c.” 


' ©The fate of this man and his very docile animal, is not exaétly 


known, and, perhaps, deferves not to be remeinbered. From the 
next lines; however, to thofe-laft quoted, it fhould feem as if they 
had died abroad. . 

66 eme——Both which : 

«‘ Being, beyond fea, burned for one witch, 

‘ Their {pirits tranfmigrated toa cat.”- 
¢ Among the entries at Stationers’ Hall, is the following ; Nov. 14, 
1395. ‘* A ballad fhewing the ftrange qualities of a young nagg 
¢alled Morocco.” Again, Dec. 17th, 1595. ‘* Maroccius excita- 
tus, or Bank's bay-horfe in-a traunce.” Again, in The Maftive, 
an ancient collection of Epigrams : 
= s¢ Attempteth eke like Banks's horfe to dance.” 
‘Among other exploits of this celebrated beaft, it is faid that he 
went up to the top of St, Paul’s; and the fame circumftance is like- 
wife mentioned in The Guls Horn-booke, a fatirical pamphlet, by 
Decker, 1609. ‘ —From hence you may defcend to talk about the 
horfe that went up, and ftrive, if you canj to know his keeper ; take 
the day of the month, and the number of the fteppes, and fuffer 
yourfelf to believe verily that it was not a horfe, but fomething elfe 
in the likenefs of one.” Agajn, in Layithorn and Candle-light, or 
the Bellman’s fecond Night-walk, by the fame author : More ftrange 
tricks are play’d by fuch riders, than Bankes his curtall did ever 
practice.” HES 
6 Again, in a Colleétion of Epigrams, by J. D. and C, M, no date; 

‘© Another Banks pronounced long ago: 

“© When he his curtall’s qualities expreft.”” 

f Again, “ Yet Banks's horfe is better known than he,” 


Again, 
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* Again, in Chreftolorus, or Seven Bookes of Epigrames, written by 
&. B, 1598, lib, III. ep. 17 : 
‘© Of Bankes’ Horfe. 

“* Bankes hath a horfe of wondrous qualitie, 

“¢ For he can fight, and piffe, and dance, and lie, 

€* And find your purfe, and tell what coyne ye have: 

“¢ But Bankes, who taught your-horfe to fmel a knave ?” 

Steevens.” 


The following note in Midfummer Night’s Dream appears 
to be judicioufly adopted. 


‘(weet Puck,] The epithet is by no means fuperfluous; as Puck 
alone was far from being an endearing appellation. It fignified 
nothing better than fiend, or devil. So, the author of Pierce Plough- 
aman, puts the pouk for the devil, fol.lxxxx. b. v. penult. See alfo 
fol. Ixvii. v. 15. ‘* none helle powke.” 

“It feems to have been an old Gothic word. Puke, puken; Satha- 
mas, Gudm. And. Lexicon Ifland. Tyrwhitt? 


The meaning of an epithet in the Merchant of Venice, 
deems to be clearly afcertained in the fubfequent quotation. 


‘ Argofe,| a fhip from Argo. Pope. 

‘Whether it be derived from Argo I am in doubt. It wasa name 
given in our author's time to thips of great burthen, probably 
galleons, fuch as the Spaniards now ufe in their Weft India trade. 
Sohnfon. 

‘Mr. Pope was miftaken. In Ricaut’s Maxims of Turkith Polity, 
ch, xiv. it is faid, ** Thofe vait carracks called argofies, which are 
{fo much famed for the vaftnefs of their burthen and bulk, were cor- 
ruptly fo dénominated from Ragefes,” 1. e. fhips of Ragu/a, a city 
and territory on the gulph of Venice, tributary to the Porte. If 
amy memory does not fail me, the Ragu/ans \ent their laft great fhip 
to the king of Spain for the Armada, and it was loft on the coaft of 
Ireland. Shakefpeare, as Mr. Heath obferves, has given the name 
of Ragozine to the pirate in Meafure for Meafure. Sieevens.” 


The following note may ferve ds a fpecimen from As you 
Like Ir. 


«—motley’s the only wear.] It would not have been neceffary to 
Tepeat thata motley, or a particoloured coat was anciently the drefs 
of a fool, had not the editor of Ben Johnfon’s works been miftaken 
in his comment on the 53d Epigram : 

C6 anne Where, out of motley’s he 

*s Could fave that line to dedicate to thee?” 
Motley, fays Mr. Whalley, is the man who cut of any odd mixture, 
or old fcraps, could fave, &c. whereas it means only, Who but a 
Sool, i. e. one in a fuit of motley, &c. 
4 So, in Butler’s Hudibras, Part I. c. iii. 1. 106: 

“© For who, without a cap and bauble, 

‘© Would put it to a fecond proof ?”” 
* See Fig. XII. in the plate at the end of the firft part of K. Henry 
FV. with Mr. Tollet’s explanation. Sreevens.” | 


Mr. Steevens’s literary enquiries appear farther from the fub- 
fequent obfervations, which we find in the Taming of the 
Shrew. 
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_ © All Dr. Warburton has faid, relative to Zudas and the vinegars 
wants confirmation. I have met with no fuch circumftances in an 
myfteries, whether in MS. or in print; and yet both the Chefter and 
Coventry collections are preferved in the Britifh Mufeum. See MS. 
Harl. 2013, and Cotton MS. Vefpafian. D. viii. 

‘Perhaps, however, fome entertainments of a farfical kind might 
have been introduced between the acts. Between the divifions of 
one of the Chefter Myfteries, I meet with this marginal direction. 
Here the Boy and Pig; and perhaps the devil in the intervals of this 
firft comedy of the Taming of a Shrew, might be tormented for the 
entertainment of the audience; or, according to the cuftom obferv- 
ed in fome of our ancient puppet-fhews, might beat his wife with a 
fhoulder of mutton, In the Preface to Marlow’s Tamburlane, 1590, 
the Printer fays: 

«« T have (purpofelie) omitted and left out fome fond and frivol- 
ous jeftures, digreffing (and in my poore opinion) farre unmeete for 
the matter, which I thought might feeme more tedious unto the 
wife, than any way els to be regarded, though (happly) they have 
bene of fome vaine conceited fondlings greatly gaped at, what time 
they were fhewed upon the ftage in their graced deformities: ne- 
verthelefle now to be mixtured in print with fuch matter of worth, 
it would prove a great difgrace, &c.”’ 

‘ The bladder of vinegar was, however, ufed for other purpofes. I 
meet with the following ftage direction in the old play of Cambyfes 
(by T. Prefton) when one of the charaéters is fuppofed to die from 
the wounds he had juft received.—Here det a {mall bladder of vinegar 
be prick'd. Ufuppofe to counterfeit blood ; red-wine vinegar was 
chiefly ufed, as appears from the ancient books of cookery. 

¢In the ancient Tragedy, or rather Morality, called all for Mo- 
ney, by T. Lupton, 1578. Sia fays: 

«© T knew I would make him {oon change his note, 
«* Twill make him fing the Black Sanctus, I hold him a groat, 
“* Here Sgtan thal) cry and roar,” 
¢ Again, a little after. © 
i , ' Here he roareth and crieth.” 
Of the kind of wit current through thefe produétions, a better fpe- 
cimen can hardly be found than the following : 
** Satan. Whatever thou wilt have, I wilt not thee denie. 
“§ Sinne. ae give me a piece of thy tayle to make a flapper for 
pat St : 

** For if I had a piece thereof, I do verily believe 
‘© The humble bees {tinging fhould never me grieve. 

6¢ Satan. No, my friend, no, ‘my tayle I cannot fpare, 
‘¢ But afke what thou wilt befides, and I willit prepare. 

s* Sinne. Then your nofe I would have to ftop my tayle behind, - 
s* For I am combred with collike and letting out of winde; 
«¢. And if it be too little to make thereof a cafe, 
« Then I would be fo bold to borrowe your face.” 

* Such were the entertainments, of which our maiden queen fat 
a fpeétatreis in the earlier part of her reign. Steevens,’ 


[ To br cantinued, ] 
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Confiderations on the Prefent State of Public Affairs, and the Means 
of raifing the neceffary Supplies. By William Pulteney, Z. 
8v0, 1s. Dodiley. aay 


ME: Pulteney, after declaring that he addreffes the public 
. from no partial motives, but merely from au honeft zeal 
for the welfare of his country at this important crifis, informs us, 
that he has always confidered the great load of our public 
debt as a millftone, which, fooner or later, would endanger 
almoft the exiftence of this kingdom. He even affirms him- 
felf to be of opinion, that the enormous amount of the na- 
tional debt has been one of the chief caufes of the American 
refiftance, and has, above all other things, encouraged France 
to engage in the prefent conteft. Though fuch be his fen- 
timent of the ftate of the nation, he is far from thinking 
that we fhould endeavour to extricate ourfelves from the war 
by any difhonourable conceffions, 


* As the very meritorious condu& of this country, fays he, 
in giving up the claim of taxation, and fending out commiffion- 
ers to treat, on the moft liberal footing, with America, has 
failed of fuccefs ; and as the congrefs is underftood to have en- 
tered into a treaty, offenfive and defenfive, with our natural 
enemy, no option feems now to be left us, but either to pro- 
ceed with the utmoft vigour, in profecuting the war, or to fub- 
mit, not only to the claim of American independence, but to 
fuch further conditions of peace, as France and the congrefs 
may think proper to impofe; for it is not to be imagined, that 
France, if we were ready to yield, would demand nothing for 
herfelf; or that the congrefs would, in fuch a cafe, either dif- 


unite themfelves from France, or be contented with the fim- 


ple acknowledgment of independence :—Befides, it would be 
difhonourable in the higheft degree, upon our parts, to defert, 
unconditionally, thofe friends in America, who, from a fenfe of 
duty and allegiance, have hitherto ftood firmly by us, at the ha- 
zard of their lives and fortunes. : 
¢ But even if thefe points could, by a timid fubmiffion, be 
obtained, as I believe they could not, yet it behoves us to look 
forward, tothe confequences, of American independence, found- 
ed on the interpofition of the French nation, andin what manner 
our future fecurity, is confiftent, with a connection fo formed 
and fupported. ; 
© That the proceeding of this country, in pafling the con- 
ciliatory bills, was wife and juft, I am ftill moft fully convinced ; 
and I am alfo perfuaded, that, notwithftanding the rejection of 
our terms by the congrefs, thefe bills, and the commiffion which 
accompanied them, have been. already attended with very im- 
portant effects; for, befides having united, as I flatter myfelf 
they have done, almoft every impartial man in this country, ‘ 
tne 
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the common caufe, there is reafon to believe, that, by re- 
mioving every fair and honourable ground of union, they have, 
as might well be expected, greatly divided the Americans, and 
they have effentially diminifhed, the refpeé formerly paid to the 
continental congrefs, by bringing to light the real views, of 
that body of men. © 

* Nothing, to be fure, could be more unfortunate, than the 
- gnoment at which our commifiioners arrived in America; at a 
time when the news of a French treaty,. haftily concluded to dif. 
appoint us, had arrived before them; accompanied with the 
promife of a French fleet of great force, which foon after did 
arrive ; and when at the fame time, as if to complete the ap- 
pearances of our humiliation, the orders for evacuating Phila- 
delphia, and leaving our numerous friends there, expofed to their 
inveterate enemies, were publicly known. 

‘ It is in.vain for us, however, to look back, except for the 
purpofe of punifhing thofe whofe mifconduét may have deferved 
* 3t;-and that meafure, I hope and truft will be fteadily purfued : 
but it is of the laft confequence, that we fhould jook forward, in 
this very new and important crifis,’ 


Mr. Pulteney afterwards proceeds to fuggeft the general 
idea of what ought to employ the public deliberation on the 
prefent occafion ; namely, to confider, whether the obje& we 
are now contending for, by the war, deferves to be purfued; 
and if it does, whether or not it be attainable, and by what 
means ? His fentiments on thefe important topics of in- 
vefligation are worthy of being laid before our readers. 


« The object now, I apprehend, is, to preferve fuch a con- 
nection with the colonies in North America, as to unite the 
force of the whole empire, in time of war, for the common fafety ; 
fo that no one part may be thrown into the fcale of a foreign 
enemy, to the prejudice of the other part. 

« This objeét, it is imagined, will be attained, if the colo- 
nies acknowledge the fame king, which involves the power of 

ace and war, and the rights of mutual naturalization and fuc- 
ceffion ; and this point is at the fame time confiftent, with the 
moft ample ideas, of a free conftitution in each of the colonies, 
and even of a congrefs, in the nature of a general parliament, te 
take care of the general interefts of the whole. It is perfectly 
confiftent too, with the idea, of an exclufive power in the colony 
affemblies, and congrefs, to impofe taxes in that country, and 
of an exclufive power, to vote the number of troops to be kept 
up in their refpective provinces, fimilar to. the control of the 
Britifh parliament, upon the crown, with refpeét to troops in 
Great Britain ; ftill more is it confiftent, with the idea, of their 
enjoying a trade, almoft free from reitri€tion, not only to Great 
Britait, but to all parts of the world, 

‘ It is difficult to imagine, what any reafonable man in the 


colonies can with for more; and if Great Britain were willing, 
3 . as. 
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as I hope fhe would be, to give, befides, a fhare in the general 


government of the empire to thefe colonies, by admitting repre- 
Featatives from their re{pective affemblies, to a feat in the Britith 


houfe of commons, and a vote in all queftions (except as to taxes 


impofed here) it would feem to place the colonies in the happieft 
fituation, that has ever fallen to the lot of any body of people, 
fince the beginning of time. They would, I apprehend, derive 
every poffible advantage from fuch a conneétion, without any one 
difadvantage which it is poflible to conceive. 

‘ The whole force of Great Britain, and of its navy, would 
ferve to them as a protection and fupport. The great expence 
of the civil government here, would fall entirely upon us, and 
they would be only obliged to defray the very moderate expence, 
of their own internal governments. Their trade would not only 
be free to this country, but would have a natural preference here, 
to that of other nations; the large capitals of the merchants of 
this country, would continue to fupport and extend their agri- 
culture and improvements of every kind ; and, free from the rifk 
of internal difcords, or external annoyance, they would enjoy 
every privilege, pre-eminence, and advantage of Britith fub- 
jects. . 

} ‘ On the other hand, every power of injury, or of oppreffion, 
from hence, would be at an.end. They would not truft to our 
virtue or good faith; for, by having the exclufive power of 
voting and levying their own money, and of regulating the num- 
ber of their troops, the future government of America would be 
carried on by the confent of the people alone, and by the voice 
of the reprefentatives chofen by them. The power of votin 

their own money, and of regulating their military force, would 
involve a redrefs of every other poffible grievance; itis precifely 
the control, which the Britifh parliament has in this country, 
over the crown, and for which our anceftors contended fuccefs- 
fully, in the reign of Charles the Firft, The removal of cuftom- 
houfe officers named by the crown, the fecurity of charters, the 
control over judges and governors, which they fo much defired ; 


in fhort, every point from which the leaft jealoufy has ever arifen, 


would naturally follow ; nor would the Americans have to dread 
their being involved in the expence of our wars, fince it would 
be in their own power, to refufe to contribute to that expence.? 


Mr. Pulteney obferves, that the fituation of Great Britain, 
upon the footing of the propofed conneétion with the colonies, 
would perhaps be better for both countries, our new debt ex- 


cepted, than the fituation before the commencement of the 
prefent conteft. 


- © By this fort of conne&ion, every fource of jealoufy would 
for ever be removed, the people of America would be free from 
every apprehenfion of danger to liberty, their natural affection 
for a people, from whom they are fprung, poffefling the fame 
manners, language, religion, and laws, and having. the fame 

’ com-" 
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common intereft, would certainly return. The connection arifing 
from our having the fame king, would unite us in the fame 
views ; there would be no occafion for faction or intrigue. to 
preferve that conneétion, for it would be impoffible for either 
party, to wifh any improvement upon it.—We fhould be re- 
lieved, from the great expence, which attended the keeping 
troops in that country, a meafure which could only be necef- 
fary, to enforce a government, which the great body of the peo- 
pie difliked ; all the expence of their civil government, would 

defrayed by the Americans themfelves, and the profperity of 
America would be more than ever, the intereft and the with of 
this country. Her ports would be open to us, and in time of 
war, would be open to us alone, at leaft not to our declared 
enemies. | 
© On the other hand, if America is declared independent, or 
if by withdrawing our troops, before a fair arrangemeht is made, 
fhe fhall become independent, will fhe not continue to aid 
France in the prefent war, and is it not moft probable, that fhe 
will be thrown irretrievably iuto the fcale of France ? an alarm- 
ing circumftance for all Europe, and particularly alarming for 
Great Britain, Holland, and Spain.—Can we, in that cafe, 


long preferve Canada, Nova Scotia, the fifheries of Newfound... 


land, or either of the Floridas ? Can we preferve our Weft-India 
iflands, and if we were ready to give up the whole of thefe, as 
in that cafe perhaps in wifdom we ought, can we preferve the 
Eaft-Indies, or the Guinea trade? if thefe too muft go, to 
what will Great Britain be reduced, or how long can fhe hope to 
preferve the empire of the fea, or even to fupport herfelf as an 
independent kingdom ?? - 


Mr. Pulteney is of opinion, that the obje& of compelling the 
disaffe&ted part of the thirteen colonies to embrace the offer 
which is now held out to them, is not only defirable, but even 
neceflary to our own exiftence, as an independent people ; and 
he profeffes himfelf fully convinced of the praéticability of 
fuch compulfion, under a wife and vigorous adminiftration of 
public affairs. 

The next objec of confideration is with refpect to the mgans 
to be employed. Our author declines entering upon any dif- 
cuffion of the proper military and naval operations; confining 
his attention folely to the fubfidiary refources, by which thefe 
may be fupported during the probable continuance of the war. 
He places in a clear light the great inconveniences arifing to 
the nation from borrowing money for the public fervice ; and 
propofes, in the room of this expedient, that a direct pe- 
cuniary aid fhould be granted by every fubje& in the king- 
dom ; a mode of contribution, which, he endeavours to fhew, 
would fall much lighter upon the people than that of borrow- 
ing. How far fach a method might prove capable of anfwer- 
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ing the immediate neceffities of the ftate, we fhall not take 
upon us to determine. The propofal, however, bears the 
mark of public fpirit, and the pamphlet in general is diftin- 
guifhed by liberal fentiments refpeCiing the condu& of na- 
tional affairs, 





Sermons on feveral Subje&s, by Zachary Pearce, D. D. late Lord 
Bifbop of Rochefter. Publifoed from the original Manufcripts, 
by John Derby, M. 4. 4 wols, Svo. al, 1s. in boards, 
Robinfon. [Continued from p. 8.] 


IN a former article we have given:a fhort account of the firft 
volume of thefe difcourfes; we fhall now proceed to the 
fecond. : ; 

The fubjeéts, which the author difcuffes are: 

I. II. The forbidden fruit, and the penalty inflicted on our 
firft parents for their difobedience, 

His lordfhip thews, that the teft appointed by the Creator 
for the trial of our firft parents, was extremely proper, and 
fuitable to their peculiar circumftances ; as it was not poffible 
for them, at their firft creation, to tranfgrefs any part of the 
moral law, which is now contained in the Ten Command- 
ments; and he fuppofes, that.if Adam had not eaten of the 
forbidden fruit, men, without dying, might have been tranf- 
lated, as Enoch was, not indeed to heaven, but to fome other 
habitable world, where a more fpacious theatre would have 
been prepared for their reception. i 

Ill. Abraham’s joy, when God condefcended to give him a 
profpest of the Meffiah.— Hyaaatacaro, the author obferves, 
fhould be tranflated, not rejorced, but earne/tly defired, * Abra- 
ham faw Chrift’s day, though afar off, by that faith, which 
was imputed to him for righteoufnefs; and by his firm belief 
in God’s word, the future time was fo much prefent to him, 
that it gave him a fatisfactory view of the promifed blefling.’ 

IV. The Mefliah foretold by all the prophets from Samuel 
to Malachi.---* Not all of them, fays our author, foretold all 
things, which related to him; but a// mentioned fome one or 
more circumftances, relating to that great event; and all of 
them, when compared together, pointed out the feveral afto- 
nifhiing particulars of his birth, his life, his death, his refur- 
rection, and afcenfion.’---We fhould rather choofe to under- 
ftand the word af in a qualified fenfe: for feveral of the 
prophets fay nothing, that can be fairly applied to our Sa- 
viour. 

. V. VI. Chrift came in the fulnefs of time. That is, when 
the Roman conquefts had opened a communication between 


one 
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one kingdom and another ; when the ftate of religion madé 
his appearance very feafonable ; when the period was evidently 
arrived for the accomplifhment of feveral remarkable prophe- 
cies; and when there was a general expectation of fome ex- 
traordinary perfon appearing in the Eaft.---In the fifth dif. 
courfe we have the following paflage: * In the /acred writers 
we find, that 2000 years paffed before the law, 2000 years un- 
der the law ; E and that the age of the Mefliah is to laft 2000 
years more.’ This is not mentioned, -or implied in the fcrip- 
tures ; and therefore inftead of /aered writers, the author fhould 
have faid, in fome rabbinical writers. 

VU. Salvation by grace. His lordfhip very properly ob- 
ferves, that falvation, in the. language of St. Paul, means an 
admiffion into the covenant of the gofpel ; and that «dis was 
freely offered to. mankind on condition of their faith in Chrift ; 
that faith is no where in fcripture fet forth as the gift of God 
in ordinary cafes; but as the work of man, affifted indeed by 
the divine bleffing, and as the happy effe& of an unpreju- 
diced. mind, and of a readinefs to receive the truth upon pros 
per-evidence in every believer; and that if this were not fo, 
it would be impoffible to underftand the reafon of our Saviour’s 
fo often reproving his difciples' for their want of faith. 

VIII. The miracles of. Chrift are inconteftible proofs of his 
divine power and authority.---The author fhews, that in the 
miracle at the feaft of Pentecoft, more particularly, the apofiles 
could not be deceived themfelves ; and. that from various con- 
fiderations, it is utterly incredible, that they fhould attempt to 
deceive the world. 

IX. The charaé&er, in which our Saviour appeared upon 
earth.---His lordfhip confiders how the matter would have 
ftood, if he had affumed the charaéter of.a philofopher, atem- 
poral prince, or a great conqueror; and evidently demonftrates, 
that no imaginable fuuation.of life could have been fo ens 
as that in which he a&ually appeared. 

X. The reafonablenefs of this providential appointment, 
that Chriftians fhould walk by faith, and not by fight.---This 
is evinced. by confidering this life as a {tate of probation. 

Iwexplaining the grounds of our faith his lordthip obferves, 
¢ that we have now extant ia this:kingdom one written copy of 
the original Greek. of the. whole New Teftament, agreeing in 
every thing material with our printed copies of it, which 
has been proved to; have all the probable marks of being 


‘ writtem L300. years ago.’---Nothing can be more fallacious 


than this argument to prove the authenticity of the New 
Teftament. For firft, the Alexandrian manufcript, to 


which the author eludes: has not univerfally the moft un. 
exceptionable 
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exceptionable character. ‘ Codicis Alexandrini, tantis erudi+ 
torum preconiis celebrati, fcriptor Hebraifmos frequentes ad 
Greci fermonis proprietatem formavit, que abeffe poffe pu- 
tabat omifit, quz ipfi obfcura atque impedita erant immutavit, 
ptiore fcriptura vel deletd vel erafa novam fubftituit, omnia 
denique pro libitu ita interpolavit, ut metaphrafte potius quam 
librarii officio fungi voluiffe videri poffit...Cum ifte codex 
omnium, fi Greco-Latinos excipias, /ongiffime ab editione vul- 
gata reeedat, pugnantia loquitur, qui fimul et iftum codicem, 
et editionem vulgatam omnibus aliis prefert.? Wetften. Pref, 
in Nov. Teft. Proleg. de MSS. 2dly. It was the intereft, as 
father Simon has obferved, of the patriarch Cyrillus, who 
made a prefent of this MS, to king Charles F. to make it as 
ancient as he could. But it is impoffible to prove, asits ad- 
vocates pretend, that it was written by an Egyptian lady, called 
Thecla, 1300 years ago. We can by no means affirm, that 
it is conformable to the primitive and apoftolic exemplars. The 
arguments, which we deduce from hence, in favour of the 
gofpels, are merely prefumptive, or uncertain conjeftures, Alt 
that can be fairly faid upon the fubje& is, that we have a ma- 
nufcript of great (but uncertain) antiquity. 

XI. The neceffity of water baptifm, and the true notion of 
regeneration, John iit. 5.---The firft point, his lordfhip thinks, 
is abfolutely determined by the text. Regeneration, as he 
rightly obferves, means a change from a religion, either falfe 
in itfelf, or abolifhed by the will of God, to one of a true and 
more fpifitual nature. But it has been abfurdly applied to 
Chriftians in general, by fuch as have not confidered its pro 
per and original meaning. To thofe only, who are called 
upon to quit Judaifm, Mahometifm, or Heathenifm, and to 
embrace Chriftianity, the terms of new birth and regeneration 
to be undergone, do ftri€tly and properly belong. Thefe are 
inthe very fame fituation as Nicodemus was. It has been 
ufual in the Chriftian church to fpeak of infant children:as re- 
generate and born again by baptifm. This form of {peaking 
is very ancient, and may be ufed in a fecondary fenfe; but is 
not properly the language of fcripture. To fuch as have been 
Chriftians, and have fallen off from the duties of their pro- 
feffion, the infpired writers fpeak in a different ftyle, calling 
upon them to confefs their fins, to repent, and amend, to 
turn from the evil of their ways, and to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. ‘Fhefe diftin@ions would obviate all dif- 
putes about regeneration, and enable us to ufe the expreffions 
of {cripture with ftri& propriety. | 

XIL..XLI. The appointment of the fabbath..--The author 
endeavours to prove, that the feventh day was fanétified, and 

fet 
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fet apart for. religious purpofes immediately after the creation s 
that the day on which the Jews were commanded to keep the 
fabbath was probably not the fame day of the week, on which 
it had been obferved before ; that the obfervance of it, at leaft, 
refted on a different ground: * The Lord thy God brought 
thee out of Egypt, therefore he commanded thee to keep the 
fabbath day ;’ Deut. v. 15. and, that Chriftians very properly 
keep their fabbath on the firft day of the week, in commemo- 
ration of our Lord’s refurreétion. 

XIV. The fin -againft the Holy Ghoft.---* This fin, fays the 
author, was a wilful and prefumptuous fin committed againft 
God by the Scribes and Pharifees in denying, that Chrift 
wrought his miracles by a divine power, and afcribing them 
to the powerful operations of devils or unclean fpirits: by 
which obftinate a&, they committed an unpardonable fin, be- 
caufe they thereby rejeéted him, whofe death could be the 
only atonement for their fin: and though upon their repent- 
ing and embracing the gofpel, even that fin might be for- 
given, yet in the ftate, in which thofe adverfaries of Chrift 
then were, and as long as they continued in that ftate, there 
was no means of forgivenefs furnifhed either by the light of na- 
ture, the Jewifh law, or the Chriftian difpenfation.’ 

XV. Be not conformed to this world.---This rule does 
mot confift in affe&ting to talk in phrafes different from thofe 
which are ufed by the reft of the world, as the Quakers do ; 
in avoiding the innocent modes and fafhions of the times; 
jn withdrawing ourfelves from the national and eftablifhed 
church; in retiring into caves and folitude, &c. but in avoiding 
the vices. and corruptions of the age. The command, Rom. 
xii. 2, our author fays, had a peculiar regard to warn the 
Chriftians at Rome from falling into the deplorable manners of 
their fellow-citizens. 

XVI. The meaning of this apoftolical direftion: * Be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.’ This advice, fays 
his lordfhip very properly, might as well have been offered to 
fiocks and ftones, as to men, if, as fome pretend, they can 
contribute nothing of themfelves. towards complying with the 
direction. 

XVII, The.children of this world wifer than the children of 
light. 
eXVIIL The world a ftate of warfare, and the fources of 
moral evil.---Thefe fources, as his Jordfhip tells us, are ori- 
ginal fin, bad example, the great influence of prefent and fen- 
fible objeéts, and the attempts of the devil. ; 
. XIX. The advantages of afflittion.---In this difcourfe. we 
have the following paflage, which as it ftands at prefent, is 
un- 
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unintelligible. © For the moft part theré is fomething /welled 
and dicated in worldly greatnefs, which true wifdom fhould 
leffen and reduce to its natural fize: for this, religion offers its 
friendly aid, and. it works vpon the cure by means of afflictions, 
as the beft cauftics to eat off the proud-fe/o of the mind, and to 
feftore it to its original ftate.’s--* To work upon the cure’ is not 
fenfe. Perhaps, inftead of eure, it was ini the manufcript core.— 
None of his lordthip’s fimiles are remarkable for their beauty. 


[ To be continued. | 
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Hiftoire de la Moldavie et de la Valachie, avec une. Difertation fur 
L Etat a@uel de ces Provinces. Par M. Carra, qui a féjourné dans ces 
Provinces. 12m0. Paris. ; 


ME: Carra’s Hiftory of Moldavia and Walachia is rather confufed 

and uninterefting ; -but his ‘account of their actual ftate appears 
to be authentic and valuable. Walachia is about 80’ French leagues 
in length, and 70 in breadth. Buchareft, its capital and the refi- 
dence of its fovereign, is faid to contain about 6 0,000 inhabitants ; 
and Yafli, the capital of Moldavia, about 30,000., The total num- 
ber of the inhabitants of both countries, may amount to about half 
a million. Their largeft towns are not walled in; and refemble the 
poorett villages of France or Germany. The villages in Moldavia 
arid Wallachia confilt of a few cottages, of fix or feven feet broad, 
and as many high, ftraggling in fome valley, or foreft, and generally 
deftitute of gardens, wells, and yards. : 

Yet thefe countries may be reckoned among the fineft and mot 
fruitful regions of Europe. Their clime is nearly the fame as that 
of Burgundy and Champagne; but fomewhat warmer in fummer, 
and colder in winter. Wheat, rye, barley, aud kukurufe, a fort 
of Turkifh wheat, are the forts of corn moft ufually growing and 
cultivatedthere, But hardly one-fortieth part of thefe fine countries 
can be faid to be cleared and improved. ‘The intolerable vexations 
and rapacity of the lords and nobility induce the poor peafants to 

row no more than what will be juft fufficient to keep themfelves 
rom ftarving. 

Theufual revenue of Moldavia is faid to amount to about three mil- 
lions of French livres ; the annual tribute of its prince to the grand 
‘flgnor, to 1,200,000 livres; the revenue of Walachia, to 4 4 mil« 
lions; its annual tribute to the grand fignor, to 1,300,000 livres 
tournois. : 

The religion of thefe countries is that of the fchifmatic Greeks ; 
and their government merely defpotic. Juftice is there fold to 
the higheit bidder; and the richeft are always fure to carry their 

oint. 
. The Moldavians and Walachians are, in general, fobuft and 
tall; and their females handfome aiid pretty, though of a pale com- 
lexion. Both nations are faid to be naturally kind, generous, and 
ofpitable ; but their good-nature has been at length fomewhat lef- 
fened by their intercourfe with thofe greedy and degenerate Greeks 
who come from Thrace, and the Archipelago, amongft them, and 
infect them with their vices, 
VoL, XLVII, Feb. 1779. L Re-« 
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Recherches Hiftoriques fur P Etat de la Religion Chrétienne au Japon, ré- 
lativement a la Nation Hollandoife ; traduites du Hollandois de M. 
le Baron Onno-Sevier de Haren, ec. Paris. 


ie has ‘often been confidently affirmed that it was the Dutch 

who inftigated the ‘government of Japan to perfecute and pro- 
f{cribe Chriftianity; sand that they themfelyes had for the fake 
of commercial lucre, oteafionally, abjured, or at leaft difowned their 
own religion there. Baron Van Haren, a very eminent Dutch po< 
litician, patriot, and writer, has at length fuccefsfully vindi- 
cated the character of his countrymen from thefe odious impu- 
tations; and_interfperfed. many. interefting facts, hints, and re- 
flextons in his hiftorical enquiry. 

Japan was accidentally; -difcovered by the Portuguefe in 1542. 

Chance led alfo the Dutch afterwards to the fame iflands, in 160@. 
St. Francis Xavierhad:arrived there in 1549, and left Jefuit miffion- 
arjes in the empire,’ who-in a very fhort time made an amazing num- 
ber of profelytes. In 1566, Japan had abifhop ; and within forty 
years. the number of Japanefe Chriftiaas amounted to no lefs than 
one million eight hundred thoufand. . 
* ‘The famous Tayco-Sama, who in 1586 had reduced all Japan to 
his obedience, was terrified by this amazing progrefs of a religion 
fo diametrically contrary, to that of his own country ; and ftill more 
fo, at the afcendency which the Chriftian miffionaries had acquired 
over the minds of the people, seg 

In 1587 he publithed an, edi&, for.demolifhing all the croffes 
and all the churches of the Chriftians; banifhing all the miffion- 
aries from Japan; and tommanding under the pain of death or of 
éxile, all the Japanefe Chriftians to abjure Chriftianity. 

‘The Jefuits pretended to obey; but the other religious miffion~ 
aries continued to preach and to catechize.; and twenty-fix of them 
were accordingly crucified for their difobedience. | 

The ftrict execution of this fevere law was, however, by degrees, 
more and more neglected by government, when its vigilance was 
again roufed by the following incident, The pilot of a Spanith 
fhip that had arrived at, the harbour of, Uzando, happened one day 
to boalt of the very grgat,power of his mafter, and, by way of proof 
and illuftration, to fhow an.imperial commiflioner,.on a map, of 
the globe, all the countries fubject to Philip II, both in America 
and Europe, The Japanefe being furprifed at the vaft extent of this 
monarchy, enquired. by what means it had been formed? ‘ Nothing 
can be more eafy, replied the Spaniard; our kings firft. difpatch a 
number of, rhiffionaries to thofe countries which they mean to fub- 
jugate; thefe miffionaries.convest a, part of the natives to our re- 
igion ; and when they have made any confiderable progrefs, troops 
are fent- after them, who join the new-made Chriftians; and the reft 
follows of courfe.?. 4,7 _ t : 

. The emperor. being apprized of this notable.method of conqueft,, 
felt hi’ hatred to Chriftianity, and his fufpicion againit the. 
miflionaries increafed.,,; Yet, he, did; notfewerely perfecute the Chrif- 
tiahs, nor command ,any,profelyte to be.capitally punifhed on ac. 


¢ 


erfecution; and revived.the zeal, of the miffion- 


count of religion, ,. His;death, which happened.im.1s593, put an en- 
tire flop to ail p 
aries, : Me, ts ake Wil eb Wh caiOsaar. 

He left one fon, named Fide’-Jori, aminor. of fix years of ages 
befor his death he had thofen Ongofchio,.king of Bandone, regent 


or 

















‘Formeron. ARTICLES, © ag 


of the empire, and guardian tothe prince; but had affocjated t6 
hima council of regency, confifting of princes ahd lords. Ongdenid 
being very ambitious, a deep politician, and a great general, foon 
feized on the whole authority; and the council of regency attempt* 
ing to maintain their rights ; a bloody civil war broke ont: the Chrif- 
tians fided with, and fought for, the young king ;’but Ongofchio 
remained victorious ; from that time ‘he confidered the Chriftian’s 
as petfonal and dangerous enemies, whom herefolved ‘to exfirs 
pate. _Thefe tranfaétions happened‘ before the Dutch’ penetrated 
nto Japan; and the deputies whom they fent thither in 1409, ‘were 
too much engrofied by the interefts of their comimerce, to think of 
meddling with concerns of religion. i | 

In 1638 the Chriftians’of the kingdom of Orima, made defperate 
by cruel perfecution, revolted, and affembled to the nuinber of about 
40,000 men. “The emperor marched a formidable army again 
them, who fhut them up and befieged them in the fortiefs of Xiam- 
bara. The Dutch having forefeen the iffue of this rebellion,’ had 
difpatched all their fhips but one to India. ‘The court of Jedo 
obliged the captain of this fingle thip to appear before Ximabara, 
and to fire on the place. The rebels were at length overpowered, 
and died either fighting, or by the hand’ of the executioners. 





Effais de batir fous l Eau, faits... par M. Daniel Thunberg, &c. donnés 
au Public par M. Jeat Fellers, Ge. 4to. Stockholm et Parisi go 
Quarto’ Pages of Text, and 40 Copper-plates, of 17 Parifian Inches 
by you | 

Two of thefe plates contain views of the bafon and the new docks 

of the harbour of Carlfcron in Sweden, and 38 exhibit a variety 
of operations, inftruments, and machines, employed.in. byilding 
under water. Both the plates and the text are a very inftructive 
memorial of the fuccefsful efforts of human ingenuity and pex- 
feverance, in planning, conducting, and atchieving a moft arduaus 
and ‘ufeful work. 

The text begins with an account of the conftruétion of the great 
mole before the new bafon. The fite of this. mole was firft mea- 
fured out on the ice; then divided into a number of fmal! fquares, 
and in every fquare’a hole broke through the ice, in order to found 
the various depth of the water, and to examine the nature of the 
bottom. The mole is of a parabolic figure, with its vertex turned 
towards the main entrance of the harbour. 

The labours began with raifing a flruéture farther off in the {ea in 
order to break the force of the waves, that the main wosk might, 
behind it, more eafily be carried on in calm water. ‘The mole was 
to be founded on a frame,or rake ; and the bottom on which this 
rake was to be placed, was made as level as poffible. . Stones of a 
middling fize were drawn up by means of tongs adapted to the pur- 
pofe. In fuch as were too bulky to be feized and managed by tongs, 
they bored holes, drove two wedges into each hole, and thea drew 
up the ftones with ropes, Huge itones;were blown up with gun- 
powder. | ) 

In order to examine the bottom -under the water, they ufled a 
tube with a glafs at its Jowerend, through which the eye at the 
upper open end could diftinétly view heads of nails and other {mall 
objects at a confiderable depth. For the like. purpole they alfo 
ufed a large hollow cylinder with a bottom at itslower end and glals- 
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windows on the fides near that bottom. This cylinder was folong, 
that its lower end being placed on the bottom of the fea, the upper 
open.end projected above the water; fo thata man could examine 
the bottom of the fea through the glafs-windows. 
- ‘The bottom of the fea was levelled by means of various inftru- 
ments, machines, and {fcaffoldings; and the pits were filled up. 
While the bottom was-thus preparing and fitting for the foundation, 
a valley of nearly the like fize and winding parabolic figure, with 
the fite of the ‘intended mole, was pitched upon betwixt the neigh 
bouring mountains on fhore, and the deviations of its figure from 
that of the mole, were correéted or fupplied by blowing up rocks, 
and other labour. Here the parabolic lines of the intended mole 
were fketched out, and the rake or frame fet up on flips or fcaffold- 
ings, in its exact pofition, together with its wooden fuperftructure. 
All its conftituent timber pieces were then exactly marked and 
numbered, and the eaftern ones feparated from the weftern, when 
the ftructure was taken down. The whole frame was then re- 
joined and placed exactly in the fame arrangement on the ice, per- 
endicularly over the fpot were it was to be funk and to remain. 
he ice was then opened, and the velocity of the finking of the 
firucture on one hand managed and moderated by twenty capftans 
employed on its fides, and on the other hand promoted by the im- 
pohtion of ftones. The erect timber pieces were then let down, 
and fixed in their refpective places, and the interftices filled up 
with boxes full of ftones. But when the frame of the mole was com- 
pleted, and the height of the water within reduced 124 feet by 
pumping, the water without had made a large breach in the center. 
As this centre happened to reft on mud, which the water wore in- 
wards, while the extremities of the mole refted on a folid bottom, 
the middle of the rake or frame broke of courfe. But for the me- 
thod and proceedings in repairing this breach, and for many other 
ingenious and ufeful contrivances, we muft refer to the work it- 
fell, and efpecially to the plates, in which the whole is very minutely 
and accurately difplayed, 
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Dangers du Maillot et du Lait de Femme ; moyen d’y rémédier ; Avis aux 
Meres; par M. Lacazes de Compayre, M.D. 12m0. Paris. 





Asta e declamation againft fwaddling clothesand women’s milk ; 
confi 


dered by our paradoxical author as two fatal fources of the 
degeneracy of the human {pecies, and perhaps-of fome monftrous 
difeafe, which, in his apprehenfion, will deftroy ‘all mankind at 
once. He therefore propofes a new method of rearing children ; 
and confidently hopes, * that as foon’as they fhall be no more confined 
by fwaddling clothes, nor. infeéted by women’s milk, their nature 
will return to the center of perfection ; that health and wifdom will 
{pring up among them ; that old age will arrive more flowly; that 
mankind will be healthy and virtuous; the earth better peopled ; 
fates better governed ; kingdoms more profperous and flourifhing ; 
and the face of nature renewed,’ &c. &c. 


Il Tempio della Follia, Canto unico del Signor Coute Ottavio Girolami. 
Lucca. 


A new and very entertaining burlefque journey to the moon, re- 
lated in very harmonious verfe, * 


Quif 
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Queftion avitée dans les Ecoles de la Faculté de Médecine de Reims, par 
M. Navier Fils, &c. fur ’ Ufage du Vin de Champagne Mouffeux 
contre les Fievres putrides et autres Maladies de méme Nature. %vo, 
Paris. 

The wines in queftion have, from fome unlucky prejudice, com- 
monly been deemed hurtful to the health. Mr. Navier, a native of 
Champagne, here confidently aflerts, that there are no wines that 
contain lefs of tartar, and of courfe, lefs of the feeds of the gout 
and the gravel, than that of Champaign: that, on the contrary, it 
contains that moft powerful antifeptic principle, gas, or fixed air, 
an excellent diffolvent of the ftone and gravel, and a {pecific againf 
putrid difeales. 


Lettres & Obfervatious de M. Gerbier, M. D. &c. au Sujet de deux nou” 
veaux Rémédes contre les Maladies Squirrheufes, et Cancereufes. 12mo. 
Geneva. 


Of the two hazardous remedies propofed by Dr. Gerbier, the firft 
is the produce of a tedious operation, and confifts -in a vitriol of 
Mars ; and the fecond is the verdegris of Montpellier. 


Quadriannalium Obfervationum ab A. 1771. in Mutine Nofocomio per 
L. Francifcum Velani, Civici Xenodochii Medicum adftantem di- 
gefum. %vo. Modena. 


The diction is indifferent; but the obfervations appear to be va- 
luable and judicious. The city of Modena contains a great number 
of old churches, filled with graves ; from thefe, and other 
nuifances, the airis rendered putrid, and appears, even in fummer, 
clouded by a fog. Its inhabitants are, of courfe, expofed to. ma- 
lignant and putrid fevers, to difeafes of the lungs, and other evils, 
naturally arifing from fuch a fituation. Thefe fignor Velani- has 
here carefully obferved and minutely defcribed, together with his 
method of cure. 

L’Ufe. Bergamo. 


A fprightly fatirical exhibition of the vices and exceffes of a fa- 
fhionable Italian rake, by count Durante; who has already diftin- 
guithed himfelf by a colleétion of fine poems, and efpecially by his 
Zelinda. 


La Firenze: Poema di Gabrielle Chiabrera, divifo in LX, Canti. 120. 

Ferrara. . 
Chiabrera is accounted one of the beft lyric poets of Italy: but 
his longer poems have not met with the fame applaufe as his fongs., 
The prefent performance is defigned for a panegyric of Florence, 
and efpecially of the houfe of Medicis, and contains a number of ex- 
Pat paflages, amidit a heap of unnatural and extravagant 

ctions, 


All’ Iluftrifimo Mfer. Dox. Ant. Gurtler, &c. fopra un’ aptica Statua 
_ Errufca letterata di Dominico Cerulli. 40. Napoli. 

The ftatue in queftion is probably a Minerva, worfhipped by the 
Samnites, and dreffed after the Etrufcan fathion. The Etrufcan 
letters tranflated according.to Amaduzzi’s alphabet, into Latin 
charaéters, are: Tanas, Numeriis Phrunter, and are here explained 
by :: Diva celeriter nata fulgatrix. 

Nuovo Metodo adaitato al Clima del Piemonte percoltivare git Ananas 
fenza Fuoco. 8vo. Torino. 
This method of raifing ananas without fire, is entirely the fame 
with that iavented in Engiand, e defcribed by Mr. Miller. 
3 Nu- 
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1¢0 | : 
Numijmata Greeca non ante vulyata, gue Antonius Benediftus ¢ fuo 
_maxine, et bx Amicorum Mufeis felegit, fubjedtifque Gafparis Oderici 
 Animadverfionibus fuis etiam notis illuftravit. 8v0. Rome. 
Twenty-eight, inedited coins, delineated ona copper-plate, and 


lufirated with learned notes. 


Pentamerone-delle Metamorfofi di Ovidio fedelmente e cautamente vol- 
3 purizzate, @ vidcite; a novelle da un Profatore Tofcano. Tomo I. eI, 


fon elegant and entertaining tranflation of Ovid's Metamorphofes 
jnto: Days “and ‘Tales, in which the fictions are more clofely 


connected, and thofe that are incomplete, fupplied from other 


mythologilts.. 
La Scienxtt del Goftume, ofia Siftema ful Diritto.univerfale, di Emanuele 


Duni, Prof di Giureprud. nella publ. Univerfita de Studi di Roma, 


$ivo.° Napoli) - 
A judicious and learned introduction to the law of nature. 
In Lode delle Bille Arti, Orazione e Componimente Poetici, Relazione del 
Concer foe det Premi difirrbuti in Campidoglio dail’ infegne Accademia 
~\ deb difegno inS: Luca il diag Maggio. 1777. Gc. 4to. Roma. 

The beft among thefe eulogiums on the fine arts, appears to be 
D. Prancefco Rufpoli’s fpeech on their main object. 

Ie we ‘Poche diverfe tradotte dail’ Alemanno. Napoli. 

Several German poems by Gefner, Kleift, Crenegk, Hagedorn, 
Zachariz, Jacobi, Gotter, Gleim, Gerftenberg, and Wieland, tranf- 
Jated by father Bertola. | 
Tal om gamla Romerika, Grekifka, och Hebreifka mal och Vigter. 8vo. 
. Stockholm. (Swedith.) 

A learned treatife on ancient Roman, Greek, and Hebrew mea- 
~ fures and weights, reduced to'Swedifh ; by Mr. Henry Nicander, {e- 
cretary to the Royal Swedith Academy of Sciences. 

Elogio iftorico ¢ filofofico di Giovanni Alberto de Soria, /critto dall Abate 

Luca Magnanima. 8vo. Livorno. - © 
Signor de Soria was born in 1703, and publifhed a Courfe of Lo- | 
gics; Metaphyfics, Ethics, and Phyfics, which ‘was favourably re- ; 
ceived ; and fome Differtations on the Exiftence of God and of the } 

Soul, From fignor Magnanima’s elegant elogium he appears to have 

been an eloquent writer, a zealous and difinterefted teacher, a faith. 

ful friend, and an amiable companion. 
Storia della Putredine, preceduta d'alcune Offervazioni foprala Reprodu- 
xione det Corpi organizati. $vo. Roma. 

The author, Dr, Felix Pirri, has divided his fhort treatife into 
three parts.. In the firft, he attempts to prove the fucceffive rife of 
one organ after another ; in the fecond, * treats of putrefaction, 
and its effects; and in the third, of the cure of the dropfy by tap- 
ping, and the {ubfequent ufe of Cyprian wine and the bark. 

Hiftoria Atris fagitit, quam prefide Jac. Reinh. Spielman, defendit J. 
| . Frid. Corvinus. Strafburg. 


Containing a number of new and very remarkable experiments. 


Febris Epidemica, que Nic@e, A.1774, 8 1775; grafata eff Hiftoria 
Suva. 1ZZa, 
The fummer of 1774, had been very hot and dry, and the au- 


tumn was nioift, when the epidemical fever began to appear.at 
; Nizza, 
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Nizza, where Signor Pietro Lanteri, the autbor of this hiftory, had a 
great number of patients to attend. He gives a very minute and 
valuable account of its various degrees, fymptoms, and effects, and 
the remedies applied. Many of the patients owed the prefervation 
oftheir lives to a timely application of blifters. 


Della Pena di Morte.. 8vo. Milano. 

The author Doétor Paolo Vergani’s fentiments and drift appear 
from his motto: ‘Que nunca quibufdam benignitas nominaturs 
vitam omnem remifit ad improbitatem.’ He juftifies capital punith- 
ments even for theft and robbery, and even the fevere. modes of 
puanithments. He founds his opinion on the ftronger impreffion 
made by thefe punifhments, and on the abfolute neceflity of this 
impreffion tor preventing crimes as much as poflible; and then an- 
fwers the objeétions made to this argument, from reafon and expe- 
rience. He remarks, however, that a too frequent application of 
capital punifhments cannot but prove very pernicious in,its confe- 
quences, 


Differtations fur le Droit public des Colonies Frangoifes, Efpagnoles, ef 
Angloifes, d'’apres les Loix des trois Nations, comparées entr'elles. 
Dans la prémiére de ces Difertaiions on traite entre autres Objefs de 
l’ Origine ét des Caufes de la Guerre entre f Angleterre et fes Colonies, 
el del’ Etat Civil & Religieux des Canadiens Catholiques. 8vo. Paris. 
This fir volume of a work which will probably become volu- 

minous, contains a general account of the legiflation of the Eng- 

Jith, Spanifh, and French colonies, and of the rife of the prefent 

difputes between England and America. 


" Anecdotes de l’ Empire Romain, depuis fa Fondation jufqu'a la Defiruétion 


de la Republique. 8vo. Paris. 

Almoft all ancient and modern ecclefiaftical and profane 
hiftory, has of late years in France been turned into flight fummer 
reading, or anecdotes : the prefent volume is by no means the wortt 
of thefe compilations. . 
Commentarius in quo medicate Quafia Vires expenduntur Au&. D. Se- 

bait. Severi. 4fo. Pavia, 

After a fhort hiftory of quaffia-wood, Dr. Severi relates, in his 


. firtt and longett fection, fixteen cafes in which quaflia was given in 


almoft every fpecies of intermittent fevers, generally with good, 
though not complete, fuccefs, He then proceeds to examine the an- 
tifceptic virtues of quaftia, and to compare them with thofe of the 
bark ; and concludes with examining its conftituent parts by a 
great number and variety of valuable experiments. 


De Camphora, Pavia. 
By the fame Dr. Severi. He afferts the heating quality of camphire, 
which, when given in too large dofes, proves very dangerous ; but 
may ‘be corrected by gum or {perma ceti. 


M. Warnekros de Paleftinz Fertilitate pracipuifque illius dotibus cum 
fEzypto comparatis. Greitswald. 
A learned treatife on the uncommon fertility of Paleftine, which 


~js here evinced by the evidence of Tacitus, Pliny, Arifteas, Jofe- 


phus, Abuifeda; of Thomfon, Shaw, Belon, and other travellers. 


Q. Horatii Carmina cum Anuotat. Galiicis Lud. Pointinet de Sivri. 
: Lom. 1. etl. 8vo. Paris, 
The main drift of M. de Sivri in his notes, feems to be to vindi- 


gate Horace’s character from the imputation of licentiou(nefS and 
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extravagance, by fhowing that the obnoxious paffages in his poems 
were mere tranflations, or imitations from ancient Greek poets: 4 
paradox which has betrayed his commentator ito many forted, ill- 
founded, and awkward {uppofitions. 


Eloge de Guy du Faur dePibrac, Difeours qui a remporté le prix & 
P Academie des Feux Floraux de Touloufe en 1778. Par M.l Abbé 
Calvet. Paris, 2 
Pibrac was, if none of the greateft and moft fhining charaéters, 

yet a very worthy man and magiftrate, and a friend of the fam- 

ous Chancellor |’ Hépital. His quatrains, or ftanzas, contain a great 
deal of good fenfe and naivete, in homely rhymes; for in- 
fiance, that on calumny, often repeated by the great Condé: 





* Quand une fois ce monftre nous attache, 
I! fait fi bien fes cordillons nouer, 
Que, bien qu'on puiffe enfin les denouer, 
Rettent toujours les marques de !’ attache.” 


And the following fpecimen of his and his age’s manly fentiments 
and freedom ; 


s’ Je hais ces mots de puiffance abfolue, 
De plein pouvoir, de propre mouvement, 
Aux faints décrets ils ont prémierement, 
Puis a nos loix la puiffance tollue.’ 

émoire fur les diverfes Méthodes inventées jufqu’ a préfent pour garan- 

tir les Edifices des incendies. Par M. Abbé Mann, &c. 4to. 

Broffels. 

This Memoir was intended for the fecond volume of the Me- 
moires of the new Imperial Academy of Sciences of Bruffels ; but 
the importance of the fubject, and the regard to public advantage, 
determined that academy to publifh jt immediately and feparately. 
It contains a full and fatisfactory account chiefly of. Mr. Hartley’s 
and Lord Mahon’s methods ; both of which have met with juft and 
general approbation, and, we hope, will prove of fignal fervice to 


ynankind. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
PQLITICAL 
A Speech on fome Political Topics, Sve. 1s. Cadell. — 
HE fubftance of this Speech was intended to have been 
delivered in the houfe of commons, on Monday the 14th 
ef December, 1778, when the eftimates of the army were agreed 
to in the committee of fupply. Though it was not deliyered, 
we are glad to find that it has not been with-held from the pub- 
lic perufal; for it contains fo many juft and candid remarks, 
on the conduét of government on one hand, and that of oppo- 
fition on the other, as place both the author’s difcernment and 
Jiberal motives in the moft confpiceous light. Whoever, there- 
fore, would form a clear and unbiaffed opinion of public mea- 
{ures, may.find in this pamphlet a variety of interefting and im- 
ortant confiderations for that purpofe, We may add, that 
the author's fentiments every where difcover an integrity, 
particularly meritorious and honourable in a member of the le- 


giflature. —Nor can we omit to-mention the notice he _ 
me / | “taken 

















KUM 


‘concurrence of the legiflature, 


Monruiy CaTarocees. Ty3 


taken of a paragraph in a certain daily paper, which ke cites 
as an inftance of the extreme licentiou{neis of the times, and 
of the lenity of adminiftration. 


Letters on the American War. By David Hartley, E/7. Member 
of Parliament for the-Town of Kingfton upon Hull. 470. 35, 
Almon. 

In thefe Letters Mr. Hartley prefents his conftituents with 2 
detail of the public tranfaétions refpeéting America, which 
he accompanies with many unfavourable remarks on the‘ condué 
of adminiftration. As they are obvioufly written with the zeal, 


* fo they frequently difcover the prejudice of an opponent; but 


in many parts, the fubjetts are fairly ftated, and appear to- be 
examined impartially, 


A Propofal for Peace between Great Britain and North America; 
upon @ New Pian. Ina Letter to Lord North. By D. M. 
Knight. 80. 6d. Baldwin. : 


The general terms contained in this Propofal are, that the 
Americans be acknowleged a free and’ independent people; 
that a parliament be eftablifhed in America, like that of Great 


| Britains and that the prince of Wales, or the heir apparent of 


the Britifh crown, fhall be acknowleged fovereign of America ; 
where, we prefume it 1s underitood, he ought chiefly to refide. 


The Freebolder’s Supplication to bith Houfes of Parliament. 410. 15. 
| H, Payne. 

The objeé& of this Sppplication is ‘ an addrefs from both 
houfes of parliament to our gracious fovereign, to remove the 
American fecretary from his poft,’ A very mode? requeft, 
and ftrenuoufly urged by the Freeholder, 


Remarks on an AG of Parliament, paffed in the 15th Year of bis 
Majefty’s Reign, on the Crédit of Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Pal- 
lifer’s Information, ** intituled An A& for the Encouragement of the 
Fifberies carried on from Great Britain, Ireland,” Jc. to New- 
foundland, &¢. By William Auguftus Miles. 470. 2;. H. Payne. 
The feveral inconveniences attending this act of parliament, 

and which even tend to defeat its intention, are fo clearly pointed 

out in the Remarks, that the petition of the merchants and traders 
for an amendment of it, cannot fail of meeting with the ready 


Ad 
An Effay on the Toleration of Papifis. 8vo. 15. Dodifley. » 
Obfervations on the fitaation of Europe, and the natural ef- 
fects of univerfal toleration, calculated to fhew, that religious 
and civil freedom has nothing to fear from the indulgence which 
the government has lately fhewn to its Roman Catholics fubjects. 
In the following paffage the author invalidates his own argu- 


“ment: * While the general commerce of Europe continues, with 


its infinite train of bleflings, we can never be expofed to the 
dangerous encroachments of prieftcraft; and this general com-— 
merce, in all probability, will continue to very remote genera- 
tions ; until fome power has obtained an univerfal empire, like 
2 that 
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that of ancient Rome:; and that empire is overturned by fome 
favage and fuperititious race of-barbarians, who will eftablith in 
it their own religious and civil inftitations, preferring the gloom 
of fuperftition and ignorance to the pleafing and: chearful lights 
of learning and philofophy.’ From whence are thefe < favage 
and fuperftitious barbarians’ to emigrate? If arts and f{ciences 

radually diffufe themfelves through every corner of the globe, 
Fach an inundation is more likely to happen in the courfe of one 
ecntury, than at the diftance of a thoufand years. 


PSOE Tt. RY. 


Epifile to Admiral Keppel. 4to. 15. F ielding and Walker. 


A fanciful, and not inanimate compliment to admiral Keppel 
on his late honourable acquittal by the Court Martial. 


The Anti-Palliferiad : or, Britain’s T; riumpbs over France. De- 
dicated to the Honorable Auguftus Keppel, Admiral of the Britith 
Fleet. 410. 15. 6d. Bew, 


This piece might be concluded from its title to be a coun- 
terpart to the preceding ;- but though it terminates in a ftrain 
of farcafm againit the perfon alluded to, and fome others, 
it is chiefly a defcant, in blank verfe, though not in fublime 
poetry, of the triumphs of England over France. 


Neptune. 4 Poem. Infertbed to the Hon. Auguftus Keppel. ato, 
us. Kearfly. 


This little Poem appears to be the produétion of a youthful 
‘bard, whois ardent in the praife of the brave and popular ad- 
miral. As it is not improbable but he may continue a vé- 
‘tary of the Mufes, we with that he would hereafter pay a little 


“qnore attention to the harmony of cadence, and to the rhymes. 
“With refpeét to the latter, he will readily perceive the im- 


propriety of the following: gem, then—forth, youth—change, 
‘gang’d—norath, aby fs. We know not why our juvenile author 
‘deviates from the common praétice of poets and mythologifts in 
making the fun of the feminine gender. 


A congratulatory Ode to Admiral Keppel. 40, 15. Dodfley. 


The poet invokes the Mufe (with all the parade of an an- 
cient bard) and then launches out into a diffufive panegyric on 
this hero. He mentions his intrepidity at the fiege of Paita, 
a féa-port in Peru, under commodore Anfon, in 1741; when, 
we are told-*, ‘ one fide of the jockey cap, which he then wore, 
was taken off by a cannon-ball;’ his taking of the ifland of 
Goree, in 1759; his engagement with the ‘[hefée, in the me- 
morable fea-fight between fir Edward Hawke and M. Conflans ; 
his bravery at the fiege of the Havannah, in 1762, &c. 


— 





* Kimber's Peerage (from Anfon’s Voyage), p. 87. ii 
. , &a6 
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The poet fhould be free from party-zeal. It was by no means 
neceflary to the honour of admiral Keppel, that this difprace- 
ful imputation fhould be thrown on a commander equally gal- 
Jant and intrepid : : 

¢ Malice and Envy aimed the blow 
At Keppel’s facred head.’ 


The Mafe, who is a candid and benevolent being, fhould 
Jeave it to Minos, Aiacus, and Rhadamanthus, to difcover 
the fecrets of the heart, and the motives of human aétions. 


The Tears of Britannia: a; folemn Appeal to all her Sons at this 
tremendous Fundure. Ato. 25. 6d. Rivington. 

Britannia is here reprefented as lamenting the degeneracy of 
her fons, whom fhe endeavours to excite, by the recollection 
of their former glory, to unanimity and deeds of valour. Me- 
taphorical defcription, and animated fentiment, are fo much 
blended through the whole, that the poem, though diffufe, is 
not void of beauty and energy. . 


The Female Patriot: an Epiftle from C—t—e M—c—y 10 the rev, 
Dr. W—l—n. 4fo. 15.64. Bew: 


This Epiftle is written. in the character of a certain female 
hiftorian, to her reverend friend, foon after fhe is fuppofed to 
have confummated a fecond marriage. As it breathes a {pirit 
of poetry fuperior to the fugitive produétions of this month, we 
are furprifed to difcover in it fo diffonant and incongruous rhymes 
as the following: blaze, rais’d—perform'd, mourn’d—defcribe, 
pride. 


Fanatical Converfions or Methodifm Difplayed. A Satire. Illuf- 
trated and verified by Notes from J. Wefley’s Fanatical Fournals, 
and by the Author, unravelling the delufive Craft of that wiell- 
invented Syfiem of pious Sorcery which turns Lions into Lambs, 
called in Derifion, Methodi/m. By the Author of Perfe@ion, a 
Poetical Effay, Fe. Ge. gto. 25.64. Bew. 


This gentleman’s performances have been fo often charaéter- 
ifed, that'it is unneceffary for us to fay any thing more upon 
the fubject ; efpecially, as they are of the fame fatirical {pecies, 
and equal, or nearly equal, with refpeét to poetical merit. 


An Epifile from the Reftor of St. Anne, Weftminfter, to the Vicar 
of Rochdale. 410. 2s. Bew. 


Some readers will be entertained with Mr. Martyn’s ftrokes 
of fatire; others will exclaim againit his temerity. With re. 


fpe& to ourfelves, we defire to'a& a neutral part; as we know 


‘that a wife man may be impeiied beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration, by what Ze feels. , : 
Poems, by the rev. William Taker, 4. B. 410. 25. 6d. Dodiley. 


This publication confifts of, An Ode to the Warlike Genius 
of Great Britain ; an Ode to Curiofity, a poetical Amufement 
for Bath-Eafton Villa; an Encomium on Trade, addrefféd to the 

mer- 
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‘mercantile city of. Briftol ; and an Epitaph intended for the rev. 
“f # Eccles, late of Bath. | 

. The firft. article, “which is moft. confiderable, we have al- 
ready mentioned in a preceding Review; the fecond was ho- 
noured with the myrtle at Bath-Eafton ; and the third, we make 
no doubt, was applauded, when it was fpoken by Mr, Cautherly, 
on the’ ftage at Briftol, in 1777. 


Divine Philanthropy : or the Love of God. A Pretical Effay. By 
. John Beatfon. 12m0. 15. 64, Rivington, 


“The author has divided his work into three parts. In the 
firft he defcribes the Love of the Father ; in the fecond the Love 
of the Redeemer ; and in the third the Love of ‘the Holy Spirit. 
—The refurrection of Chrift is thus defcribed : ! 


¢ No fooner had the twilight faint announc’d 

The third-morn come, fince the Redeemer /ps 
Incavern’d in the grave’s capacious woméd, | 
As Jonah in the bowels of the whale, © 
Than lo, the gates of death wide open burft, 

_ Inftant at His command! The fhiver’d bars 

' Fly diverfe, and their mighty captive free, 
Unable to detain Him! Hell’s dread powers 

' Beneath His feet He treads, difarms His foes, 
And maogre all their efforts {prings to life.’ 


‘They. who can read a work of this nature for edification, 
and be content with tolerable poetry, will not be difpleafed with 
this poem, as the fubject is extenfive and interefting. 


An Elegy on the Death of David Garrick, Ef. The Second Edi- 
a Elegy tion, with Additions. 4to. 15. Dodfley. 


This production is not deftitute of poetical merit; but the 
author has purfued no regular train of thought. The Mufes 
are called upon to declare, why they did not prolong the life of 
Mr. Garrick 3 though the poct afterwards acknowleges that 
Melpomene coald not fave him. They are invited to found the 

laintive ftring, that the banks of Avon may re-echo; for the 
wans upon that river, we are told,’ “fg no more.’ —By the 
way this is nothing extraordinary ; for fwans are no more qua- 
lified to fing than geefe.—The. Mafes are then defired to bring 
odours, and fhed them upon the head of Rofcius, til] he is de- 
pofited in the tomb. This is an office unworthy of thofe learned 
Jadies, and might as well have been configned to the Graces. 
In the mean time the daughters of Britannia are employed in 
throwing violets over his bier, &c. 

So far the fentiment is trivial. Some of the following ftanzas 
have more meaning, force, and dignity. 

¢ Ye Mofe-infpir’d, lament his end, 
. Who, living, was the Mufes’ friend, 


The 
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The drama’s lofs deplore! 
Where isgafpiring Richard fled? 
In Rofcius’ grave, Macbeth lies dead; 
‘And Hamlet is no more ! 
¢ Ye fons of mirth and gallantry, : 
No more your {prightly Ranger fee ! 
Or Benedié& admire ; 
Loft with the archnefs of his eye, 
Drugger and Leon breathlefs lio, 
And Kitely fhall expire. ‘ 
« With Shakfpeare’s fire his breaft was fraught, 
*T was he embodied Shak{peare’s thought : 
Where. the bard’s fancy flew, 
He caught the phrenzy in his eye, 
(Rolling from earth unto the fky,) 
And gave the portrait true.” 


If the author could have extended thefe very juft and poetical 
fentiments; and given us a more diftin& view of this great 
actor, in all the characters, which he reprefented upon the ftage, 
his performance would have been infinitely more ufeful, agree- 
able, and interefting to every reader. : 


| a Mey ay ee ee ae ae + 


The Fathers: or, the Good-Natur’d Man. A Comedy. As it is 
afted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. - By the late Henry 
Fielding, E/g. -8vo. 1s. 6d. Cadell. 

It appears that this Comedy was written by the late Henry 
Fielding fome years before his death, but has by accident, till 
lately, remained unknown to the public. Confidered either 
in point of fable, or character, it can have no claim to the praife 
of a finithed dramatic compofition. . The dialogue, however, is 
in feveral places interefting, and contains traces of that humour 


iz 


for which the author was.diftinguithed, 


Buthred ; aTragedy. As it is adted at the Theatre-Royal in Co« 
vent-Garden. 8wo. 15s.6d, Newbery. 
In every effential requifite of tragedy this production is defec- 
tive. It is faid to have been written twenty years ago, notwith- 
ftanding which, it is brought on the ftage prematurely. 


The Law of Lombardy ;.a Tragedy: as it is performed at the 


T beatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. Written by Robert Jephfon, Ef. 
8uo. 15.64, Evans. 
Though the outlines of this piece are formed upon the prin- 

ciples of the drama, it exhibits neither that fymmetry nor regular 
gradation of well-arranged incident, whichis neceffary in tragic 
compofition. In fome parts the pathos is extinguifhed by a 
cloud of unfeafonable fentiments; and in others by an inju- 
dicious attempt to render the diftrefs more affeCting. The ca- 
taftrophe is difagreeably fufpended, after a premature antici- 
pation; and diffimilitude of character js almoft totally oblite- 
rated. in the general fimilarity of the language. 


DIVINITY. 
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: , D1 VIN? te 
A Sermon preached at the Vifitation bolden for the Lord Bifkop of 
Lincoln, by the Archdeacons of Lincoln and.Leicefter, in the 


- Cathedral Church of Lincoln, dug. 24, 1778. By Roger 
. Watkins, M.4. 80. 6d. Crowder. : 

Modett and ingenious obfervations on the ufe of reafon in re- 
ligious enquiries, and the abfurdity of fuppofing, that every 
thing in divine Revelation fhould be comprehenfible by the hu- 
man underftanding. ‘ Reafon, fays he, is invited to fearch, to 
examine, and to, judge of itfelf. But what is it to fearch, to 
examine, and to form its. judgment upon? Not certainly things 
which are above the reach of its faculties.’ 

This pofition is fair and reafonable. But the difficulty ftill 
remains, and-muft remain, till it can be determined, in what 
particular inftances reafon is not to interfere. Thofe inftances, 
we apprehend, are much fewer than the generality of writers 
imagine. For example, it is granted, that we cannot compre- 
hend the myftery of the Trinity; and admitting that this doc- 
trine is clearly taught in the gofpel, reafon has nothing to do 
but fabmit. © But the true queftion is, whether it’is, or is not, to 
be found in Scripture. In ‘this enquiry reafon is properly em- 
ployed. PT he mB aA 
Lhriftianity, an eafy and liberal Syfems; that of Popery, ‘abfurad 

and burdenfome. .A Strmon preached at Salter’s-Hall, Nov. 5, 

1778. By Hugh Worthington; Fun. Se. 6¢.. Buckland. 

A contraft between the fimple, rational, and eafy doétrines 
of genuioe Chriftianity ; and the intricate, abfurd, and burden- 
fome doétrines of popery. 


‘The Remembrance of former Days. A-Sermon preached at Broad- 


mead, Briftol, Nov. 5,1778. “By Caleb Evans, M. 4. 12m. 

44. Buckland. : 

The author declarés himfelf an infidel, as to the fuppofed 
alteration in the fpirit of popery ; and thinks it his duty to cry 
aloud and fpare not, befeeching his countrymen to call to re- 
memibrance the former days, left through their’ own fapinenefs 


and inattention, thofe days fhould return with redoubled horror. 


The Old’ Fafbion Farmer's Motives for leaving the Church of Eng- 
‘land, and embracing the Roman Catholic Faith. 8v0. 25. Ode 
Robinafon, 


This publication is the produétion of fome zealous papift, 


-who takes advantage of the lenity of the times to vilify the Re- 


formation, and recommend the Roman Catholic faith. His 
work is calculated to captivate the ignorant and injudicious rea- 


sder, The author dreffes up popery in the fpecious garb of rea-_ 


fon, moderation, atid fanétity; at the fame time keeping fts 
turpitude. and corruptions out of fight. ‘In'defence of purga- 
tory, tranfubftantiation,; and fome other points, he produces a 
few texts of Scripture, which are grofsly mifapplied. 
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MEDICAL 


The Complete Englith Phyfcian ; or an Univerfal Library of Fa 
mily Medicines... By Alexander Gordon, M.D. 8vo. 250 
Hogg. 

. The various difeafes are here concifely deferibed, and. the 

moft approved methods of cure pointed out. This treatife, 

therefore, may be: afeful to private families, as far as a very come 
pendious abftrac&t can be fuppofed to. afford practical informa«. 
tion. 


Every Patient. bis own Dofor ; or, the Sick Man's Triumph over 
Death and.the Grave. By Lewis Robinfon, M.D. 8v0, 15. 
. Cooke. 


There isa certain degree of abridgement beyond which a {cis 
ence muft be rendered unintelligible to thofe who are. unace 
quainted with its principles. ‘This. proper boundary the author 
of the prefent manual feems not to have kept in view, and has 
thence precluded the beneficial effedts of that ‘knowledge which 
he meant to convey. 


A Letter to Dr. Hardy, Phyfician, on the Hints be has given ton 
cerning the Origin of the Gout, on his late Publication om the 
Devonthire Chelic. By Francis Riollay: 8ve. 1s. Rivington. 
Laft year Dr. Hardy publifhed A. Candid Examination. of 

what has been advanced on the Colic of Poitou and Devon- 
fhire * ;- to which he fubjoined, Some Remarks and Experiments 
refpeéting the Nature of the Gout. This difeafe he was in- 
clined to afcribe to the fame caufe with the former; but the 
probability of fuch an opinion is ftrongly contefted by the au- 
thor of the Letter, who manages the argument with a confider- 
able degree of ingenuity. | : 


Synopfis Medica: or a Short View of the Modern Pra&ice of Phyfe s 
— a Pharmacopoeia Extemporanta. Vol, I. Small 8vo. 
ss Bew. ' 


This volume is divided into twenty-four chapters, which .are 
feverally employed in fevers and inflammatory diforders. Con- 
fidered' as an abridgement, it‘is fufficiently copious; byt. i¢ 
fometimes fails in point of perfpicuity, and of accuracy in com- 
pofition: DES *ealie : 


ion MISCELLANEOUS.) 
Eulogy on I. de Voltaire, Franflated from the French of M, 
Paliffot. Swe. 1s. Hookham. 
~ On a former occafion + we gave an account of the Panegyric 
of Voltaire written by the king of Pruffia. The work before 
us contains almoft the fame materials, differently. arranged; but 
Mr. Paliffot has been lefs fortunate in a tranflator than the 
king of Pruffia. We are inclined to doubt whether. the tranflator 


pein 
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* See Crit. Rev, vol. xlv, p. 330, t+ Crit, Rev. for January, pi 78. 
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abo hah Mo weaty Caratrocvd, 

9 of the prefent Eulogy be. a native of this kingdom. The French 
jdiom prevails. throughagt ; and though the words be Englihh, 
‘the’cenftrudtion ‘is in general {6 uncouth and unnatural, that we 
cah only gac/s at oe Reeiag, _ As an example, we thall quote 


the frit paragraph of the Eulogy. | 
““* The glory of M. de Voltaire is not confined folely to his ‘own 
country. It 48 then to-all Europe, who will be attentive to the frp 
_ opinions given on this celebrated writer ; it is to the prefent age 
_ Sand co pofterity always i » yet always fevere; that we thall be re~ 
fponfible for.that which we now prefent tothe public; and we 
ongly inculcate iz ourfelves this truth, to guard us againft all 
partia ity, againfi all enthufiafm. “To praife or to condemn with 
@ ‘candour will be our aim, endeavouring to feize with juftnefs what- 
ever may charatterife to after-ages, fo fingular a man; or, to an- 
ticipate the:expreflions of our defcendants, fo waft, fo incomprehen- 
fole a genius.’ rae th et 
Though the original of Mr. Paliffot may, as a literary com- 
tion, rival the produétion of-his Pruffian majefty, yet. the 
refent tranflation cannot give any fort of fatisfaétion to a reader 
of tate and judgment. . 
A Phyfical Fournal kept on Board bis Majefly’s Ship Rainbow, dur- 
‘" gag three Voyages to the Coaf of Africa, and Wett-Indies, ix 
«the Years 1772, 1773; and 1774, (Sc. By Robert Robertfon, 
t> gto.” 1266 fewed. Dilly 
Thefe obfervations contain: an account, apparently very ac- 
curate, of the weather and difeafes on the coaft of Africa, and 
in'the Weft Indies. They evince the judgment, as well as the 
great attention, paid by Mr. Robertfon, the author, to the bufi- 
nefs of his department, and may prove ufeful to fuch as practife 
in thofe parts... te O0F2 : 
An Oration at the Dedication of Free Mafon’s Hall in Sunderland, 
. in the County of Durliam, om tbe 160b Day of July, 1778. By 
1 Brother W.Hibtehinfon. .4¢0. 15. Baldwin. 
* This writer, who has given us only a fpecious declamation 
fpot the-fabjed; ,concludes, * that-as‘the‘fociety of free mafons 
- yas continued through innumerable ages, unfhaken in its princi+ 
plea, and uncorrupted by innovations, it is fupported by ;the 
puref maxims.’ ie: asmtieg 4 . Peay 
Here the premifes and the conclufion are both exception- 
able. There -muft have. been mafons, we grant, in all ages, 
Gnce the invention of brick and ‘moftar, of the firft ereGtion of 
ftone-walls.: ‘But thié doe’. not form a period of innumerable ages. 
Yet admitting, -that thisexpreffion 1s allowable, there is a wide 
‘difference between the invention of -archite€ture, and the infti- 
‘tution of the fociety of Free Mafons. ‘The one may.be ancient, 
‘and the other.of modern. date. It is likewife illogical to infer 
‘the excellence of the:fociety from the.antiguity of the profeffion. 
‘The pure thaxims of religion and morality have no more con- 
--mexion with this particular craft, than they have with that of the 
feamftrefs, which may be-derived from a more remote antiquity, 
the introduction of the fz-/eaves in paradife. oe 











